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“I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me because he judged me faithful and 
appointed me to his service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of 
violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord 
overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.”  (1 Timothy 1:12-14)  
 
     Paul is the exception to the rule. He could express his gratitude to Christ, his Lord, for the things 
God was doing in his life. He had strengthened him with the presence and the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Jesus did not reject him for his past behavior, nor condemned him for all the suffering, 
violence, and evil he had done against the followers of Jesus. Instead, Jesus judged him faithful. 
Through faith in Jesus, he was declared faithful to carry the ministry of the cross to unfriendly and 
friendly people, as well as those who hated Christianity.  Jesus saw Paul not as he really was, but he 
saw in Paul the potential that no one else could see in him.  
     God found Paul as faithful and appointed him to his service, even though Paul retold his own 
history as formerly being a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. With that resume, no 
one would hire that person as a preacher or a pastor! But, Paul said that he received mercy because 
he had acted ignorantly in unbelief. The same man that was judged as faithful, described himself as 
acting ignorantly in unbelief. But the grace of the Lord overflowed for him with the faith and love that 
are in Christ Jesus. This is a man that understands his own weaknesses in his life. He confessed that 
to Timothy in a personal letter, to one of the most distinguished disciples he had.  
     There is no doubt, according to this letter, that the Lord does not judge us the same way we judge 
one another.  Having or not having faith makes the difference for God to judge any individual. God 
found Paul faithful even though he described himself as formerly being a blasphemer, persecutor, 
and a man of violence. These are three conditions for which any one of us could be rejected by any 
other human being. But, God saw something in Paul that qualified him to be found faithful and to be 
appointed to the task of representing the Lord Jesus as one of His most distinguished ambassadors 
into all the nations of the world.   
     Today, if we started looking at people with God’s eyes, the church could be a blessing to the 
world. Otherwise, the world will reject Christians for not showing the same love and mercy that Jesus 
has for people. God appointed him to the service of Word, Sacraments, and Order as we claim in the 
Book of Discipline in our Methodist tradition. He did all of that, and he did it with the guidance and 
love of the Holy Spirit.  It is clear that the Good Lord is seeking people who can humble themselves 
as ignorant of the grace and love of God.  
     Paul was a blasphemer of the name of the Lord. He understood his own weaknesses, so God 
strengthened him. He could be grateful to Christ, our Lord, who strengthened him to carry His ministry 
into the world.   In the same way, God manifested himself in the world to show his mercy, love, and 
compassion to all human beings. He accepted and transformed us to be a part of his kingdom.  And 
so, he made us heralds of his kingdom and servants of the most high God.  
     Like Paul, I can say that I have received mercy and that the grace of the Lord overflowed in me 
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Praise be to God in all the things he is doing in our lives and in 
the world.  
In Christ,  
  

Pastor Rey Diaz  

 



A CHICKEN OR AN EAGLE? 
 “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you 
may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:2) 
 
    Once upon a time, a man found the egg of an eagle. It had been abandoned for some reason by its 
mother, but as it was still warm, the man took it and put it in the nest of one of his backyard chickens 
along with the other eggs that were there being brooded upon.  
 
   After a period of time, the eaglet was hatched, and along with the other chicks from his nest began 
to go about the back yard doing what the other chicks did. He scratched the earth for worms and 
insects. He looked for the corn that the man would throw into the yard. He clucked and cackled as 
best as he could, and as he grew, he would, like other chickens, thrash his wings and fly a few feet in 
the air.  
 
   Years passed in this way, and the eagle grew very old. One day he saw a magnificent bird far 
above him in the cloudless sky. It glided majestically among the powerful wind currents, soaring and 
swooping, scarcely beating its long golden wings. 
 
    The old eagle looked at it in awe and asked, “What is that?”  
 
   “That is the eagle, the king of birds,” said one of his neighbors. “He belongs to the sky and to the 
high places. We belong to the earth, we are chickens.” The old eagle knew this was true, and so it 
was he lived and died as a chicken, for that is what he believed he was.  
 
   In life, our perspective determines our reality. For instance, most people believe that they need 
more money to be “okay” financially. How much more? It didn’t matter if they were making $25,000 or 
$250,000, the answer to how much more they needed was always right around 10% more. The truth 
is, if we haven’t learned how to manage well what we have, having more will leave us with the same 
set of problems. 
 
   On the other hand, developing an attitude of gratitude,1an abundance mindset, and planning for 
giving and saving in our spending plans (aka, budgets) can help us discover contentment no amount 
of money can give. 
 

 Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 
 ________________________________________________________________________________ 
1 https://parade.com/1223325/kaitlin-vogel/attitude-of-gratitude/ 
 
 

NEW SEAT, NEW PERSPECTIVE 
   In older sitcoms, family members, especially parents, each had their own chair in the living room. 
No one else sat there. If its “owner” wasn’t present, the on-set chair remained empty. Church can be 
like that too, with people claiming the same seat week after week. Our view of the service and of 
fellow worshipers is familiar and comfortable. 
   Recently, our family was “bumped” back a bit, which felt surprisingly different at first. But we 
interacted just the same with the service. As a bonus, I talked with different people. And after church 
we stayed to visit a bit longer. 
   I’m glad church seats don’t have nameplates. And I’m thankful that God nudges me out of my 
comfort zone from time to time, giving me a new perspective. 

--Jana Firestone 
 

https://parade.com/1223325/kaitlin-vogel/attitude-of-gratitude/


MISSION FOCUS 
City of Refuge in Comayagua, Honduras 
  Welcome Ester Reina Stamman! She was born at 9:30 a.m. on May 25th. According 
to dad, “The world will never be the same”. She was 6 pounds and 12 ounces and 19 
inches long. Lots of hair and the cutest face. She’s a sweetie and we are rejoicing in 
her coming into the world.  

 Honduras News 
   In May we had Brian and Joshua come to Honduras. Brian works at ABS a place where they use 
artificial insemination. A couple of years ago they sold their dairy farm. At that time he had the 
number one Jersey farm in the United States. We found the locations of where we want to build our 
second location of our dairy farm. We are going to start with 40 new dairy cows. And build the dairy 
complex on the other side of the river. It eventually will have 120 dairy cows and will be the number 
one dairy in the state. As God provides we will keep expanding and helping bring healthy milk and 
dairy products to Honduras. 
   Joshua is a 20 year old college student whose family has been long term friends from the Everett, 
WA area. He loved the kids and enjoyed playing sports. This trip greatly impacted him. He loved the 
kiddos and they loved him. 
 
Lowell and Claudia Wertz 
Serving Joy in the Harvest in Kigoma, Tanzania 

Workers for the Harvest 
   Joy in the Harvest has the best staff in the world! Our whole 
staff pulled together to get the Kasulu repeater station built and 
on-the-air. 
  We only succeeded because we had God’s help. When the 
company we hired to erect the tower did not show up, we had to put 
the tower up ourselves. I am always amazed by our staff. 
   Pascal, our yard guy, and John, our truck driver, again became 
tower workers. Fearless, I really think they enjoyed the high altitude 
work! 
   Our whole staff gave their all. The five hour roundtrip by road was 
made so many times I lost count. Every one of our people worked so 
hard without complaint. Needless to say, I am proud of our staff. 
   The past two months, I spent much time on a mountain top called 
Heru Juu, building a new radio station. It was difficult for me. The bumpy five-hour road trip took its 
toll on my body. Sometimes I needed pain pills. My weaknesses were on full display. The rugged, 
rocky area made me trip and stumble. Many times I felt physically inadequate. But my radio 
knowledge was the key to getting this done. So I needed to be there. 
   Never before did I feel so loved by Africans. If I would get out of my chair, there was always 
someone right there to move it for me. They cleared all the rocks away so I wouldn’t fall. They tended 
to my needs. They were kind and respectful. We were all serving the Lord working for the same goal. 

We had connected in mutual appreciation for each other. So here it is. Rugs don’t 
matter. Love does. 
 
 
Wertzes to Celebrate 50th Wedding Anniversary 
   August 12, 1972. Just a couple of kids with an 
awesome God. 50 years after, a couple with kids 
and grandkids, and an awesome God. 
   We wish you both many more happy years 
together. 
 



Jason & Deb Shirek 
Serving In HIM Ministries in Lobatse, Botswana 
   The Shirek family are currently on furlough in the United States. Deb is working with Pastor Rey on 
a good Sunday to come to Peace and speak.  
 
 

2ND QUARTER MISSION REPORT 
   We will be sending $112.00 to all of our missionaries and the mission projects we support. Our 
missionaries: Phil & Kris Nelson,  

Lowell & Claudia Wertz and  
Jason and Deb Shirek.  

The mission projects we support: Lydia’s House Ministries,  
The Richland County Veterans Transportation Program,  
City of Refuge (Honduran orphanage) and  
Christmas Child Shoeboxes 

   The Missions Committee wishes to thank all who gave towards these various mission projects and 
families. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAFE AND SECURE 
   The Resurrection is an exploding flare announcing to all sincere seekers that it is safe to believe. 
Safe to believe in ultimate justice. Safe to believe in eternal bodies. Safe to believe in heaven as our 
estate and the earth as its porch. Safe to believe in a time where questions won’t keep us awake and 
pain won’t keep us down. Safe to believe in open graves and endless days and genuine praise. … 
   Because of the Resurrection, everything changes. Death changes. It used to be the end; now it is 
the beginning. 

--Max Lucado, When Christ Comes 
 

 

SUMMER – TIME TO STAND AND STARE 
What is this life if, full of care,   No time to turn at Beauty’s glance,  
We have no time to stand and stare.  And watch her feet, how they can dance. 
No time to stand beneath the boughs  No time to wait till her mouth can 
And stare as long as sheep or cows.  Enrich that smile her eyes began. 
No time to see, when woods we pass,  A poor life this if, full of care, 
Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass.  We have no time to stand and stare. 
No time to see, in broad daylight, 
Steams full of stars, like skies at night.       --“Leisure,” W.H. Davies                                    

2022 Mission Report 
          Mission:       June              Year to Date 
Phil & Kris Nelson            $  25.00            $     360.00      
Lowell & Claudia Wertz                      25.00          335.00 
Jason & Deb Shirek                    25.00              335.00 
Lydia’s House                -0-          185.25 
Disabled Vets           -0-                    160.25 
Shoe Boxes                      -0-                             110.25 
Honduras Orphanage                                -0-                                -0- 
Missions                   100.00                  1,564.00 
4th Sunday offerings                      4.00                            36.00   
Honduras Orphanage (sent)                    -0-            110.25  
Total           $ 179.00                $3.196.00 

 



Phil & Kris Nelson 
Serving Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) at MAF headquarters in Nampa, Idaho 
 

 



Dear Peace Church, 
   Thank you for the gift card and the beautiful flower! 
 Thank you, 
 Rachel Kaszubski 
 
Dear Friends at Richland Center UMC, 

   THANK YOU for your gift of $235 that helps the work here in Tanzania continue going forward. We 
appreciate it more than words can say. In a few weeks you’ll receive our newsletter that will update 
you on all the Lord is doing here. I just wanted to get this note of thanks off to you now. Every time I 
sit down to thank our supporters, I am so humbled. 
   It is such a blessing to be here and be part of the excitement of seeing lives changed because of 
the many ministries of Joy in the Harvest – it never gets old! It just gets better. 
   Your giving helps make it all possible. May God continue to bless you. 

Blessings, 
Lowell and Claudia 

(Editor’s note, the note above arrived in the mail all torn up and in a plastic bag. We were only able to 
see about a third of the entire letter. Joan reached out to Claudia and asked her to email the note to 
her explaining that a machine in the post office got hungry. Claudia did email the note, but was too 
late for the July issue of the newsletter. Joan has now asked Claudia to email her with notes since 
postage has gone up again and she gets the messages faster. We already receive the newsletter via 
email). 
 

Dear Peace Church, 
   I am writing to thank you for your generous scholarship. I was very happy and appreciative to learn 
that I was selected as a recipient of the Robert and Kevin Knause Scholarship. I plan on attending 
Viterbo University this fall and major in marketing. 
   Your contribution to my education is so genuine and will allow me to focus on my studies. Once 
again, thank you for your generous support in my college journey. 
 Sincerely, 
 Olivia Gochenaur 

 
The Hazel & Alphonse Corner 
   We are back everyone! We went out west to see Hazel’s family in Elma, 
Washington. If you will remember about three years ago, I stayed out there when 
you know who went out to visit family. Her cousins loved having me there and they 
introduced me to Hazel. We eventually did get married, but Hazel hasn’t seen her 

family in a long time. 
   Wouldn’t you know it, but when we got out there, a cousin came down with COVID. She had been 
on a school trip with her classmates and four got sick almost immediately after they got back. So that 
entire family was under quarantine. We were lucky to be able to stay with Joan’s aunt and uncle and 
we had a good time, except for Toby. That’s their cat that lives outside. Toby chased me up a tree but 
then I forgot Toby can climb, so I had to jump out of the tree and run for cover. I made it fine back into 
the garage and then hid behind a trash can until I could get rescued.  
   Now that we are back, we are getting lectured about traveling by ourselves. We had a good trip, 
even though it was long. We hitched a ride with a trucker that was going out west, but he didn’t know 
we were riding under his rig. Then we had to find another person to bring us back. The trucker who 
brought us back was better because he let us ride up front with him. Now we are back safe and 
sound here at church. I’ve been told we will go back to Washington State next year but that Joan will 
take us with her. We have to promise to come back with her as well.  
   Now, I’ve been told to tell everyone of the September deadline for Peace to You. It will be Monday, 
August 15th, at noon. Parents, you do realize school will be starting soon after that. This summer is 
really flying. 



Please join us for our Ecumenical Worship 
Service as We “Worship in the Park” 

 
Worship in the Park 

Sunday, September 4, 2022 
                                       10:00 a.m. in Krouskop Park 

 
Look for the tent by the Killian Meyer Building! 
                     
Everyone is invited to come and participate in our worship service. Bring the kids, 
grandkids, friends, neighbors and your relatives. 

 
It’s a wonderful experience to Worship the Lord with others in this beautiful park setting! Lots of good 

music, great food and good fellowship. 
 
 
If desired please bring a blanket or lawn chair. 
Folding chairs will be provided by each church. 
 
 
 
 
This event is sponsored and supported by the Churches in the Richland County 

Ministerial Association. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   The following Churches  planning the event are: Five Points Lutheran, 
 First Baptist, St. Barnabas and Richland Center Free Methodist.  
 
 

 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 
How much does it cost? This event is Free. 

 

Do I need a ticket?  No tickets are needed. 

 

Can my kids come? All ages of worshippers are invited to attend. Please note that if 
you bring children, you will be responsible to monitor their 
behavior. We encourage you to allow your children to worship, 
however, we ask that you and your children are respectful of those 
around you and do not distract people from worshiping. 

 

What if I don’t attend any of the sponsoring churches? This worship service is open to  
Anyone who would like to attend and take part in worship. Even 
though it is being hosted by multiple local churches, we truly see 

this as a community event and all are welcome. 
 

Where do I park? There is ample parking available in the parking lot and surrounding 
street  areas. Please obey all posted signage in regards to parking 
restrictions and private businesses/homes. 



AUGUST MINISTRY ROSTER
 

SOUND SYSTEM OPERATORS       ATTENDANCE 
8-07 Paul Knower        7-03 31 
8-14 Nyman Olson       7-10 28 
8-21 Paul Knower        7-17 28 
8-28 Nyman Olson       7-24 36 

 

GENERAL FUND – JULY               SPECIAL DATES 
$      785.89 – 2021 Ending Balance    4th – Chocolate Chip Cookie Day   
   43,537.94 – Jan. – June Revenue 
  -56,566.45 – Jan. – June Expenses 
$-12,242.62 – Balance as of 6-30-2022 

 
THE WATER OF LIFE 
   Christ is like a river that is continually flowing. There are always fresh supplies of water 
coming from the fountainhead, so that a man may live by it and be supplied with water all 

his life. So Christ is an ever-flowing fountain; he is continually supplying his people, and the 
fountain is not spent. They who live upon Christ may have fresh supplies from him for all 
eternity; they may have an increase of blessedness that is new [and] never will come to an 
end. 

 
 

RAM 
   This Old Testament symbol of Christ represents him as the leader of the “herd,” as well 
as a sacrifice for people’s sins. Jesus’ sacrificial death is foretold in Genesis 22, when 
God instructed Abraham to kill his only son, Isaac. But God provided a ram to take Isaac’s 

place, just as he provided Jesus, God’s only son, to take our place on the cross. 
 

NUPTIAL LOLS 
   When Outreach magazine asked pastors for their most embarrassing mistakes during wedding 
ceremonies, the responses took the cake. Hundreds of clergy ‘fessed up about dropping rings, using 
the wrong names and even driving to the wrong venue’. Have a laugh at these “I do” don’ts. 
 

o I asked the groom if he promised to leave his wife and cleave to all others. Before I could 
correct it, he said, “I do.” 

o Due to a bulletin typo, the Bible reading from 1 John was listed as John 4:16-19. In those 
verses, Jesus tells the woman at the well, “…for you have had five husbands, and the one you 
now have is not your husband.” 

o I accidentally read, “For this reason a man shall leave his father and money and be united to 
his wife.” 

o While praying, I meant to say, “Lord, please bless this marriage.” The word message started to 
come out instead, and I tried to stop it. Unfortunately, the result was “Lord, please bless this 
mess.” 

o I asked the groom, “Do you take this wedded woman to be your wife?” 
 
   In this time of so much unrest in the world not to mention the churches; we hope you enjoyed what 
we have shared regarding Pastors and their unfortunate mistakes. They are human too!  



 

 

 

 

 
   

2 Alan Walling  

2 Larry Winger  

4 Tina Jones  

5 Jerry Berres  

11 Ron Pittman   

14 Jennifer Hall  

14 Henry Drone  

17 Jireh Shirek  

19 Erv Bunge  

21 Anya Drone  

30 Jennifer Foley  

31 Dayne Nimocks  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

 

   

1 Shaun & Jill Tjossem  

3 Rick & Tina Jones  

11 Ed & Barb Borton  

17 Fred & Kate Dillon  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 



 August  2022  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
 

2  
10:00 a.m. – 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

3  
6:30 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

4  
Noon – Al Anon 

4:00 p.m. – 
Revivalist Prayer 
Group at Peace 

5  
The office is closed 

6  
 

7  
9:15 a.m. – Seekers 
Sunday school 

10:30 a.m. – Worship 
Service 

3:30 p.m. – Worship 
service on NOVA 

8  
 

9  
10:00 a.m. – 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

10  
Joan out of the 
office 

6:30 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

11  
Noon – Al Anon 

4:00 p.m. – 
Revivalist Prayer 
Group at New 
House 

12  
The office is closed 

13  
 

14  
9:15 a.m. – Seekers 
Sunday school 

10:30 a.m. – Worship 
Service 

3:30 p.m. – Worship 
service on NOVA 

15  
Noon – Newsletter 
deadline 

16  
10:00 a.m. – 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

17  
6:30 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

18  
Noon – Al Anon 

4:00 p.m. – 
Revivalist Prayer 
Group at Church of 
the Nazarene 

19  
The office is closed 

20  
 

21  
9:15 a.m. – Seekers 
Sunday school 

10:30 a.m. – Worship 
Service 

3:30 p.m. – Worship 
service on NOVA 

22  
 

23  
10:00 a.m. – 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

24  
6:30 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

25  
Noon – Al Anon 

4:00 p.m. – 
Revivalist Prayer 
Group at Trinity 

26  
The office is closed 

27  
 

28  
9:15 a.m. – Seekers 
Sunday school 

10:30 a.m. – Worship 
Service 

3:30 p.m. – Worship 
service on NOVA 

29  
 

30  
10:00 a.m. – 
Women’s Bible 
Study 

31  
6:30 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

“Aging is not ‘lost youth’ but a new 
stage of opportunity and strength.” 

—Betty Friedan 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Peace United Methodist Church   

265 North Church Street     Sunday Mornings: 

Richland Center, WI 53581       9:15 a.m. – Seeker’s Sunday school class 

608-647-4559         10:30 a.m. - Worship Service 

          3:30 p.m. - Worship Service on NOVA 

         

  

“Our purpose at Peace is to          

make disciples of Jesus Christ for      

the transformation of the world.”     
 

         

 

Pastor Rey Díaz 
Pastor’s cell phone: 608-604-3094 

Pastor’s e-mail: rreydiaz1952@gmail.com 

: 
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Pastor: Rey Díaz    Joan’s Office Hours:     Visit our Website at 

Custodian: Bert Kelsey        Monday-Thursday  http://www.umchurchrc.org 

Office Manager: Joan Wheeler     7:30 a.m. – 12:30 a.m. or E-mail us at     

Pianist: Pam Kintz         peaceumc.rc@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Victor Vlasak       facebook.com/rcpeaceumc 

Visitation Ministry: Barb Nimocks     

Worship Leader: Pam Peterson-Kintz     Worship Service on NOVA: 

          3:30 p.m. - Sunday Afternoons 

          Genuine Telecom - 12 

          Charter (without HD - 95 

          Charter (with HD) - 984 
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We are called to bring all into the family of God and deepen/mature their faith in Jesus 

Christ. Using each of our individual gifts, we envision this happening through P-E-A-C-E. 

Praise & celebrative worship. 

Evangelism - Inviting all to proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

Anchored in Word of God. 

Compassionate, caring Christian community. 

Encompassing Ministries - focusing on the needs of the community and beyond. 


