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 Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:                                                                            James 4: 1-2
     
      In light of the conflict that is taking place in Ukraine, we are shown that human nature has not changed 
since the beginning of creation. It is like we have learned nothing from all the conflicts that have happened in 
the history of the world. In every war we have had those involved could find all the excuses in the world to 
justify the nature of the struggle. In the pages of history we can find the reasons why we engaged in a 
battle.  Each nation, through those who become part of the struggles, provides us with their justification for 
engaging in a war where thousands of people are displaced from their homes and others lost their lives or all 
material possessions. The loss of human life, unlike the loss of property or possessions, is an irreplaceable 

 loss.   
     Let us look at what the letter of James has to say about war? He asks the questions: “What causes fights 
and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you? You want something but 
don’t get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have it 

 because you do not ask God.”  
    According to James, the cause for fights and quarrels among us is the desires that battle within us. This is not 
confusing to us, since we all have desires and these desires create conflicts within us. We want more. We want 
to have the best toys, the best car, the best house, and even the best family, etc. We just want to have “the 
best”! But, we are not looking only for the best; we want more and more of the best. The unsatisfied heart 
leads us into this battle of consumerism. Wanting more of everything is part of the game.  At this moment in 

 time, Vladimir Putin wants more territory added to the former Soviet Union. 
     While some people produce weapons and make profit from it, others use the weapons to cause death and 
the destruction of buildings. People often desire more material possessions like houses, cars, and an increase 
of income, livestock, or fame. It is not a sin for anyone to make progress in their life and have more of these 
things. However, I think the problems James sees in those who want more is when they want to take away 
someone else’s property. James looks at the origin of conflict as coming from the desire to have more material 

 possessions and robbing from those who have more.   
     There are people in the world that want it “all”, no matter the unethical way they get more. Sometimes, 
people are wealthy because they come from a rich family.  Others who come from less fortunate families don’t 
have the same resources and opportunities available to them.  Therefore, they can’t have whatever they want 
to have.  When you want something but don’t get it, James says, “You kill and covet, but you cannot have what 
you want.” Right here James is giving us an excellent picture of the heart of the human race. When a man or 
woman is looking only to satisfy the desires of their flesh, they focus on material processions.  When they 



don’t have what they want or can’t get what they want, then they quarrel and fight.  James also gives us the 
 solution to our problem. He says the reason that “You do not have, is because you do not ask God.”  

   I don’t want to sound like the televangelist, who preaches the gospel of prosperity, but God said He will give 
you whatever you ask in the name of Jesus. Now, remember that God knows what is best for you.  He knows 
what is good for you and what will be negative in your life.  So, be very careful in what you ask God for. When 
he is not responding to your petition the way you are expecting Him to, it is because God always wants the 
best for you. He is looking out for you in the best interest of your wellbeing.  Therefore, he will respond to the 
petition of each individual according to His own will and what is the best for your life.  Above all, keep praying 

 to God. He will always answer your prayers in his due time. 
     Finally, I want to congratulate all who are going to be graduating from High School, College, and University. 
Ask God for life direction and protection. Invite him to be part of your life.  Seek first the kingdom of God and 
His righteousness.  God will add everything else that you are looking for to complete His good works in you. 

 Blessings to all our graduates and, again, congratulations!
  
 

Pastor Rey Díaz  
 


