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How To Be Prepared And Ready For The Second Coming Of Jesus Christ 

     Meeting the Lord Jesus Christ will be one of the most joyful moments for the faithful ones, but before this 

event takes place, we need to be prepared and ready. According to the prophecy of the last days, Jesus will 

come like a thief in the night. The New Testament makes reference to people working, sleeping, or doing 

something together, but one will be taken away and the other will be left behind. No one knows the day and the 

hour of His coming, so the invitation is to be prepared and ready to go.  The prophetic voice of the New 

Testament tells us we need to always be prepared for that moment.  

     Then what shall we do to be prepared? First, it is essential that we start searching the Holy Scriptures about 

the signs, and the social and spiritual conditions of the last days. Many false messiahs will come in the name of 

Jesus, pretending to be Christ. The instruction is to not go after them.  People will be searching for the truth and 

at the same time, many false teachers and prophets will come in the last days. Many of them will be teaching 

apostasy and heresy like never before in the history of the world.  

     Sinful men will be present in the world and in the Christian church and they will be introducing doctrines of 

demons. We see that happening in the world today. In addition, great commotions will take place around the 

world: earthquakes, famines, evil and violence everywhere, people searching for peace living in their country of 

origin, great deceptions affecting the mission and the ministry of the church, people living in the Christian 

church, and churches closing down because of the lack of faith and attendance.  An increase in idolatry will 

prepare the hearts of people to worship the beast, listen to the false prophets, and the anti-Christ.  

     Rebellion against God will take place, with people blaspheming the most holy and secret name of God 

Almighty.  People will be more lovers of evil than lovers of God.  They will hold onto the sinful desires of their 

flesh, rather than trusting God’s word. They will be looking to satisfy the desires of their flesh, rather than 

living by the Spirit of the Living God and inclining their actions toward becoming more a worldwide hedonist 

society. They will be haters of the truth.  

      A major cultural shift it is taking place in the today’s world like never before.  Instead of forgiving one 

another, and accepting each other as Christ received us, we are becoming antagonists against each other. What 

we observe in society is major division over many issues, even with those who claim faith in the Lord. As the 

second coming of Jesus is getting closer people are becoming more intolerant with anyone with whom they may 

have disagreements. The question Peter asked the Lord Jesus in Matthew is relevant: “Lord, if another member 

of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not 

seven times, but I tell you, seventy-seven times.” (Matthew 18:21-22)  Jesus puts no statute of limitations on the 

forgiveness of sins for you to your brother.   

     Therefore, the healthy and spiritual way to be prepared, ready, and waiting for the second coming of the 

Lord is by having fellowship with God and with one another. 1 John 1:6 says, “If we say that we have 

fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the 

light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses 

us from all sin.”  And 1 John 3:15 says, “All who hate a brother or sister are murderers, and you know that 

murderers do not have eternal life abiding in them.”  Hebrews says, “Pursue peace with everyone, and the 

holiness without which no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no 

root of bitterness springs up and causes trouble, and through it many become defiled.” (Hebrews 12: 14-15)  

     Reading and studying the Holy Scriptures, praying, fasting, having fellowship with one another, being 

involved in the ministry of the Church, gathering weekly for Bible study and worship, sharing the word of the 



Lord with others, and keeping ourselves holy will help us to be ready for the second coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  

In Christ,  

Rev. Rey Díaz   

Happy Valentine's Day  

 

MITTEN TREE UPDATE 
   The Mitten Tree has come down for another year. This year it collected the following: 15 caps, 15 pairs of 

gloves and 2 pairs of mittens. These will be distributed to the area schools for children who either don’t have 

any, lost them or they are wet. 

   Thanks to all who donated towards this very worthwhile cause. 

 

 

SPECIAL PEACE CHURCH CONFERENCE 
   On Sunday, March 6

th
, immediately following our worship service, we will be voting on the future of Peace 

and where we are headed. Material will be handed out on Sunday, February 27
th

, frequently asked questions 

regarding the new Methodist Church (formerly the United Methodist Church) and the Global Methodist Church. 

   This is a very important meeting that affects all of us as members of Peace UMC and a vote needs to be done 

prior to the Annual Conference so we can present it at that time as say where we are heading. 

   The vote will be by ballot only with no names written on the ballot itself, so we keep this as confidential as we 

can. Basically your decision will be between you and God. No one will know who anyone voted for. We feel 

this is the best way to handle it so there are no hard feelings. 

 

 

MISSION FOCUS 
City of Refuge in Comayagua, Honduras 

   The children had their graduation parties. We have two young adult children who graduated 

from high school this year and are going to college next year. We are very proud of them. 

Now they are working for us. 

   Most of the kids went home to visit extended family. The ones that didn’t go home are 

having cooking classes, music classes and a lot of sports every day. They also help in the kitchen and go to the 

farm to help out with chores. The kids are looking forward to going to the mountains to visit the 25 new 

children that are excited to be part of the IMI family. Their families are not able to provide for them in any 

capacity; therefore, they are very happy to come to the orphanage and have a better life and a brilliant future. 

Our kids are bringing them presents and clothes. This wonderful act of kindness helps our kids value what God 

is doing for them and appreciate everything they have. This makes them remember where they came from. 

 

Phil & Kris Nelson 

Serving Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) at the headquarters in Nampa, Idaho 

   Earlier this fall Mission Aviation Fellowship released the documentary “Ends of the Earth” in theatres around 

the country. The story centers around the Wano tribe who live in several small villages in the remote 

mountainous region of Papua, Indonesia. The Wano people group was discovered just before we were assigned 

to Nabire, a little over 20 years ago (1998-2001). They were an animistic tribe that had been “walking in 

(spiritual) darkness” for several millennia. “They had been completely separated and untouched by the outside 

world. But in the last decade the Wano people “Have seen a great light … in the land of deep darkness.” Now 

their lives have been completely changed, “a light has dawned.” 

   In MAF’s documentary a Wano man talks candidly about their former way of life passed down from their 

ancestors. They lived in fear of the evil spirits they believed controlled everything. Almost every natural 

occurrence, sicknesses and death was attributed to evil spirits. Their fear caused them to mistrust and hate one 



another. They killed each other, especially the women. They lived in a constant cycle of fear and revenge 

killings, but now the Wano tribe has changed their ways. 

   How did the light dawn for the Wano? Missionaries came and lived in their village and taught them about 

God. These missionaries spent years learning the language and culture of the Wano, putting it into a written 

form, and translating portions of Scripture. They also held literacy classes so the Wano would be able to read 

the scriptures for themselves. Then they were given a chronological teaching, from the creation to Christ, of 

God’s redemptive plan for mankind. It all culminated in 2010 when they were able to present the teaching and 

right away, there were many sincere testimonies of faith. They were disciplined and are now reaching out to 

other Wano villages! 

   If you haven’t seen MAF’s documentary we would highly recommend it. For more information go to: 

maf.org/endoftheearth/ 

   MAF’S ministry brings help, hope and healing to people, tribes and nations around the world. We want to 

thank you for the part you play in it. Thank you for your prayers and financial support! 

   Merry Christmas! 

Phil & Kris Nelson 

 

Lowell & Claudia Wertz 

Serving Joy in the Harvest in Kigoma, Tanzania 

   Dear Friends, 

   Our first Christmas in Africa we had only one cassette of Christmas music – The Walton’s Family Christmas. 

Old Grandpa Walton gave a little talk on it and said, “What could an old man wish for? Maybe you think I 

would wish to be young again. I don’t want that. Being young is a painful thing. Being young and in love to 

boot, which most young people are, is even more agony.” 

   Christmas in Africa is the definition of supply chain problems. No Amazon, no Wal-Mart, no Macy’s. Simple 

gifts, often handmade, find their way under our tree. My attaché still carries the name tag my daughter made for 

me when she was a little girl. My kids loved the annual Destitute Camp Christmas party. Some traditions get 

into your soul. 

   I may not be as old as Grandpa Walton, but I would love to gift some ‘life advice’ to my four grandchildren. 

(This will not be their only Christmas present – I’m not that old!) Three things. 

   First, value truth. Honor it. Live by it. Commitment to truth will make you a substantive person. Many abuse 

it, twist it, and lie thinking it to their advantage. Truth has a supernatural property. If you try to lock it up, it 

comes under the door and through the keyhole. Jesus said He is the Truth. Truth is indisputable acts. Someday 

you may sit on a jury to judge another person. Let truth be the only thing that matters. 

   Second, enjoy God. He loves you and wants the best for you Love the things He loves, and run from that 

which He hates. When Truth sets you free, use your freedom to love your Maker. Love His creation. Love being 

the center of His attention. 

   Third, live in the present but work for eternity. Only one life will soon be passed, only what’s done for 

Christ will last. Invest your life in God’s forever. 

   Merry Christmas to all! With much love, 

Lowell & Claudia 

 

Jason & Deb Shirek 

Serving In HIM Ministries in Lobatse, Botswana 

   Greetings! We would just like to give an update about our last couple of weeks. We had planned to travel the 

8 hours to see our friend with cancer, Taahira. The day we were to leave, we faced our first decision: that 

morning, an elderly couple we fellowship with called Jason that they were very sick. They typically are not 

people who ask for help, so we knew it must be pretty bad. We chose to delay a day and traveled to their village 

to assist with medical/physical needs and determined they had COVID. The man couldn’t even walk properly; 

they had waited a few days to call. While there, we got a message from other friends who had visited our house 

that previous day, they tested positive that same morning. We knew we must tell Taahira’s family we had been 

first-hand contacts. As we expected, they requested we wait a few days and test before traveling to see her. The 



decision to knowingly expose ourselves to COVID was about potentially helping to save someone. We were 

able to keep caring for the elderly couple and supporting their family, who all live in other countries. 

   After we tested and had our negative results, we were finally able to leave to see Taahira. We decided to wait 

2 extra days. In order to travel with a newly-wed couple we had been mentoring. They were moving to Malawi 

to volunteer with a mission’s organization. They were taking all of their belongings in a vehicle that had just 

been repaired, so we wanted to travel the first leg of their journey together. God is FUNNY, because sure 

enough they broke down just halfway the first day. They were relieved to have us to help, give advice, and keep 

them calm. We were able to get the vehicle towed to acquaintances we knew just 30 minutes away. The 

decision to stay with them and hepp try to sort our repairs on the vehicle was, again, consciously choosing to 

stand-by them in their first obstacle after stepping out in service to HIM. 

   The acquaintances were gracious to accommodate all 7 of us, indefinitely. Again, God is FUNNY, because 

they just happened to be struggling with residence permit, child care, and other issues for the week. They were 

juggling many things and our stay allowed them to have time to do the necessary things without worrying about 

their kids, shopping, cooking, cleaning, etc. Their willingness to be hospitable was mutually beneficial and 

helped to forge the acquaintance into a true friendship in HIM. Additionally, their kids are also homeschooled, 

and just the chance to play with others was refreshing for our and theirs. The decision to wait there, while 

sorting our vehicle repairs came at a cost. We received the phone call that Taahira passed away. It is painful, 

knowing we were so close, but hadn’t seen her. It is comforting, also, knowing her heart for serving and loving 

people, was exactly what each decision we had made was about. Our prayer now is for the family: her husband 

and 4 children. We are now with them and will be His loving arms wrapped around them and will serve them in 

whatever capacity they need. 

In HIM, 

Jason & Deb Shirek (Hattie, Maggie, Jireh) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4TH QUARTER SPLIT    
   The Mission Committee met in January at Darleen’s home to discuss how to distribute the last of 2021 4

th
 

quarter Missions and Fourth Sunday loose offerings of $1,173. The following each received $100: Nelson’s, 

Wertz’ and Shireks. Lydia’s House Ministries and the Richland County Vets Transportation Program each 

received $250. The City of Refuge orphanage in Honduras received $373.00 to help with uniforms and books 

for the new 25 children being brought in from the mountains. 

   Our thanks to all who donated in 2021 towards our 3 missionaries and our mission projects. Our missionaries 

and our mission projects all appreciate your kindness.  

 

 

 

2021 Mission Report 
          Mission:           December              Year to Date 

Phil & Kris Nelson         $  25.00       $2,650.33 

Lowell & Claudia Wertz            50.00        2,575.33 

Jason & Deb Shirek             85.00            2,485.34 

Lydia’s House                     20.66                            418.03 

Disabled Vets                -0-           480.25 

Shoe Boxes                -0-           930.25 

Honduras Orphanage                                                            -0-                                -0- 

Missions             500.00                   1,130.00 

4
th

 Sunday offerings                                    20.00             43.00   

Honduras Orphanage (sent)             -0-                      322.25   

Total                     $  700.66         $11,034.78 

 



   Thank You! A very heartfelt thank you to those who stayed behind on January 9
th

 to take 

the Christmas decorations down and put them away. Thanks to Jim Brock and his helper(s) 

for coming back and removing the garland from the balcony. It didn’t take long and I do 

appreciate the willingness of people to stay and help. 

   God Bless! 

Joan Wheeler 
 

 

  The Alphonse and Hazel Corner 

   Hello everyone. Hazel and I want to wish everyone a Happy Valentine’s Day on the 14
th

. 

That’s a happy day for everyone. 

   It’s been a cold month so far and we are trying to stay warm here at church. That’s not easy 

to do since there are so many drafts and a lot of rooms. Our favorite place is in Vic’s office. 

Because the boiler pipes run through the room, it’s always warm in there and we love it. We make sure we are 

well hidden amongst the boxes in there when he comes into work or read his newspaper in the mornings. On 

Monday mornings, you know who shows up in his office, to count money. We really have to be quiet then as 

she knows where we usually are. For some reason she has a sixth sense that we are in the room. We’re enjoying 

the shredded paper in Vic’s shredder. We’re not sure if he’s noticed that his supply of shredded paper has gone 

down some. It makes a good meal for hungry mice when we don’t want to venture upstairs to the candy dish. 

      Pastor Rey gave Joan his Scripture and hymn selections through the end of August, so she’s been busy 

getting them in her computer, printing out Scripture for Kathleen and for the video, and finding bulletin covers 

to match each Sunday. She also makes sure to give Pam Peterson-Kintz and Pam Kintz the selections so they 

know what Pastor wants for Scripture and they can match up their music selections to his wishes. She 

appreciates his willingness to do so as it makes for easy transition on Monday mornings. Is she spoiled over 

this? You bet!  

   Now, we should tell you the deadline for the March issue of Peace to You will be Monday, February 21
st
, 

at noon. Please have all articles to the office by that time. 

   We’ll close here for now and go get some food. This is tiring work trying to type this up with our little feet. 

Stay warm everyone. Hopefully, spring is right around the corner.

                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



FEBRUARY MINISTRY ROSTER

 

SOUND SYSTEM OPERATORS     ATTENDANCE 
2-06 Paul Knower       12-24 60 

2-13 Nyman Olson       12-26 21 

 2-20 Dave Turk       01-02 28 

 2-27 Nyman Olson       01-09 37 

          01-16 36 

          01-23 38 

 

GENERAL FUND – DECEMBER     SPECIAL DATES 
$ 12,394.24 - 2020 Ending Balance     African American History Month 

 104,163.91 – Revenue Jan.-Dec.     14
th

 – Valentine’s Day 

-115,772.26 – Expenses Jan.-Dec.     21
st
 – Presidents Day 

$      785.89 – Balance as of 12-31-2021    27
th

 – Transfiguration of our Lord 

 

 

VALLEY 
   Valleys symbolize Life’s dark or low points: for example, Psalm 23:4 refers to “the valley 

of the shadow of death” (ESV). But valleys also symbolize people, who find God’s favor 

because they’re lowly and meek. As a result, valleys can be places of blessing. God lifts his 

people out of despair and rewards their faithfulness. He also promises to “level” conditions 

by raising up valleys and bringing down mountains (see Isaiah 40:4). 

 

BEYOND CANDY HEARTS AND ROSES 
   The first half of February seems dominated by pink and red, cards and candy. But people not in a loving 

romantic relationship can sometimes feel left out of the festivities. Of course, all people need love – and 

certainly love is not limited to the romantic kind. Author Leo Buscaglia, writing about the topic, said, “Too 

often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment or the 

smallest act of caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life around.” 

   Jesus taught that loving one another is second only in importance to loving God (Matthew 22:37-40), and that 

when we love one another, God lives in us (1 John 4:12). There are so many ways to do that – beyond candy 

hearts and roses! But Valentine’s Day is as good a reminder as any. 

 

THE GIFT OF ANIMALS 
   When God made the animals and gave them to the first human being in the Garden of Eden, though they 

weren’t precisely the companion Adam needed, not all was lost. According to Genesis 2, God gave Adam the 

privilege of naming them all, and when you name something or someone, you bond with that being in a special 

way. Ever since creation, humans and animals have been connected – often for good purposes, though 

sometimes not; as the saying goes, “it’s complicated.” 

   But on the positive side, Trisha McCagh, a renowned animal communicator writes: “Animals are the bridge 

between us and the beauty of all that is natural. They show us what’s missing in our lives, and how to love 

ourselves more completely and unconditionally. They connect us back to who we are and to the purpose of why 

we’re here.” 

   I would say animals also show us how to love other people, nonhuman beings and the earth more completely 

and unconditionally. And they call our attention to God’s creatively. Praise “God for the gift of the vast variety 

of animals with whom we share this planet! 

--Heidi Hyland Mann 

 

 

 



 

 

 
2 Jenalee Moore  

2 Maxten Woodman  

3 David Sharp  

3 Stephanie Joyce  

3 Tianda Deaver  

4 Cody Kintz  

12 Richard Martin II  

13 Marie Rakow  

19 Desmond Baker  

23 Pamela Kintz  

25 Karel Gulsrud  

28 Chris Marshall  
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 February  2022        

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  
10:00 a.m. – 
Women’s Bible Study 

2 Groundhog Day 
6:30 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

7:30 p.m. – Choir 
Rehearsal 

3  
Noon: Al Anon 

4:00 p.m. – Revivalist 
Prayer Group 

4  
Pastor’s Day off 

5  
 

6 Super Bowl 
9:15 a.m. – Seekers 
Sunday school 

10:30 a.m. – Worship 

With Communion 

3:30 p.m. – Service 
on NOVA 

7  
6:30 p.m. - 
Confirmation 

8  
10:00 a.m. – 
Women’s Bible Study 

9  
6:30 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

7:30 p.m. – Choir 
Rehearsal 

10  
Noon: Al Anon 

4:00 p.m. – Revivalist 
Prayer Group 

Pastor leaving for 
New York today. 

11  
Pastor’s Day off 

 

 

 

12  
 

13  
9:15 a.m. – Seekers 
Sunday school 

10:30 a.m. – Worship 

3:30 p.m. – Service 
on NOVA 

14 Valentine's Day 
6:30 p.m. - 
Confirmation 

15  
No Women’s Bible 
Study 

16  
No – Bible Study 

7:30 p.m. – Choir 
Rehearsal 

17  
Noon: Al Anon 

4:00 p.m. – Revivalist 
Prayer Group 

18  
Pastor’s Day off 

Pastor returns 

19  
 

20  
9:15 a.m. – Seekers 
Sunday school 

10:30 a.m. – Worship 

3:30 p.m. – Service 
on NOVA 

21 Presidents Day 
Noon: Newsletter 
deadline 

6:30 p.m. - 
Confirmation 

22  
10:00 a.m. – 
Women’s Bible Study 

23  
6:30 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

7:30 p.m. – Choir 
Rehearsal 

24  
Noon: Al Anon 

4:00 p.m. – Revivalist 
Prayer Group 

25  
Pastor’s Day off 

26  
 

27  
9:15 a.m. – Seekers 
Sunday school 

10:30 a.m. – Worship 

3:30 p.m. – Service 
on NOVA 

28  
6:30 p.m. - 
Confirmation 

   “Live your life in such a way that when your feet hit the floor in 
the morning, Satan shudders and says … 

         Oh No … she’s awake!” 
--Author unknown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Peace United Methodist Church    Sunday Mornings: 

265 North Church Street       9:15 a.m. – Seeker’s Sunday school 

Richland Center, WI 53581         9:30 a.m. - Youth Sunday school  

608-647-4559       10:30 a.m. - Worship Service  

         3:30 p.m. - Worship Service on NOVA 

          

        

            

“Our purpose at Peace is to       

make disciples of Jesus Christ for      

the transformation of the world.”      

         

 

Pastor Rey Díaz 
Pastor’s cell phone: 608-475-3677 

Pastor’s e-mail: rreydiaz1952@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

Pastor: Rey Díaz    Joan’s Office Hours:     Visit our Website at 

Choir Accompanist: Sandy Keller                  Monday-Wednesday  http://www.umchurchrc.org 

Choir Director/Pianist: Pam Kintz   7:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  or E-mail us at  

Custodian: Bert Kelsey        peaceumc.rc@gmail.com 

Keyboard: Brian Moore            Thursday  facebook.com/rcpeaceumc   

Treasurer: Vic Vlasak             7:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Office Manager: Joan Wheeler  .   

Visitation Ministry: Barb Nimocks               

Worship Leader: Pam Peterson-Kintz               Worship Service on NOVA: 

                 3:30 p.m. - Sunday Afternoons 

                           Genuine Telecom - 12 

                                           Charter (without HD) - 95 

                                                                 Charter (with HD) - 984  

  

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We are called to bring all into the family of God and deepen/mature their faith in Jesus 

Christ. Using each of our individual gifts, we envision this happening through P-E-A-C-E. 

Praise & celebrative worship. 

Evangelism - Inviting all to proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

Anchored in the Word of God. 

Compassionate, caring Christian community. 

Encompassing Ministries - focusing on the needs of the community and beyond. 
 



      

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


