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  HAPPY THANKSGIVING!    
                                                  

     “Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on 

earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 

who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so 

that they will be like his glorious body.”  ~Philippians 3: 20-21~ 
 

     Paul was looking at the composition of the social setting of the Christian community and he could see 

among the faithful those who were the enemies of the cross of Christ. Those were people who were in 

opposition not only to the proclamation of the gospel, but they were in opposition to anything related to 

 Christ and his church. The invitation of the Apostle Paul was that they must follow his example. 
  
     Christ modeled the type of life we must follow. It’s not the kind of life that every individual should do what 

he thinks is best only for him or what is more appealing to their own human desires and flesh. Paul was 

imitating Christ, therefore, we need to follow Paul’s example as we live for Christ. Paul said that many live as 

enemies of the cross of Christ. What they were doing with their lives showed that they were living in 

contradiction to what Christianity is all about.   Paul described what it meant for the community in Philippi to 

follow the example of Jesus Christ. Let us take a closer look into these issues.  
   

     Paul said the destiny was destruction for those who were enemies of the cross of Jesus. They lived in sin and 

what they were doing would lead them to destruction.  Hel said their god was their stomach and that they 

were gluttons and only thinking about eating. They were also glorifying what Paul described as shameful. They 

felt very proud of themselves for doing what was evil in the eyes of God, but practicing these sinful actions 

against the holiness of God instead brought them shame. More than that, their minds were set only on earthly 

things.  
 

     Life was not meant to be lived on earth forever. We are here on earth for a short period of time. Therefore, 

we need to focus on the things that are in heaven above. We must be centered in the life that comes from 

 God, and what His will is for us on earth, how to live in love, to have compassion, and peace with one another.
  



     Centering our life in Christ will help us to focus on the author of eternal life. It will help us to concentrate on 

what the gospel invites us to practice. Living a holy life requires each one of us to first set apart quality time to 

serve the Lord.  Second, we are not to practice any kind of evil.  

 

    Paul says, “But our citizenship is in heaven.”  We need to concentrate on our citizenship in heaven. It is only 

by the grace of God that we can enter such a lovely place.   It is while we are here on planet earth that we 

eagerly wait for the Savior, our Lord Jesus Christ.  By the power that enables Him to bring everything under his 

control, He will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like His glorious body.  During the Second 

Coming of Jesus one of the most fascinating moments in the history of humanity will happen when He returns 

to earth and takes us away. That event will take place between heaven and earth and our mortal bodies will be 

transformed to be with the Lord forever. We will have, by divine design, a glorious body like the body of our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

 

     Just remember, you belong to heaven from where we are awaiting our glorious Savior Jesus Christ. Instead 

of being in opposition to the cross of Christ we shall rejoice because, through the cross, we have been 

reconciled with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

     Happy Thanksgiving, on behalf of the Trinity United Methodist Church family.  
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