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Dear Sisters and Brothers,  

  
     “And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may be able to  
discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.”  (Philippians 1:9-11) 
 

     Paul wrote 13 letters out of the 27 documents in the New Testament, which also includes 4 different versions 

of the same gospel (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John), one history book (Acts), and the book of Revelation.  These 

teach us the ministry of Jesus from the beginning of the Christian Church until the consummation of time. All 

Paul’s letters, together with Peter, James, John, Mark, Matthew, and Luke are relevant to the present time in which 

we are living. These documents of the Christian faith provide us with broad information about the life of Christ 

and how we are to practice our Christianity.  

     Paul wrote the letter to the Philippians from prison. He had been arrested for preaching the gospel of our Lord 

Jesus Christ in a time when many people were in opposition to his preaching and ministry. However, in verse 12 

Paul says that the things that happened to him had “really served to advance the gospel.” Paul never gave up or 

surrendered to his adversities. Things that were meant to be bad for him and the church, God changed for the 

good of ministry. Paul was praying for the members of the church in Philippi that their love for one another “may 

abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight.”   

     When any soldier enlists in the army, he or she needs to receive the right instruction to prepare for engaging 

in warfare. Good preparation requires both physical and mental preparation. The same is true when you decide to 

enlist in service as a disciple of Christ. Anyone enlisted as a disciple needs to go into training. The training must 

include knowledge about the new life in Christ and how to apply that information to reproduce the life of the 

Spirit in others. To live an effective Christian life, one must demonstrate how to be connected to and abound in 

the love of Christ. Through our words and actions we demonstrate whether we have truly received and accepted 

our instructions from the Lord. Paul doesn’t pray that the Philippians receive love, but that the love they already 

have may abound more and more.   

     Agape love comes from God and it has knowledge and depth in Christ. In other words, this love must be rooted 

in the life of our Lord Jesus, so that it is effective everywhere and with anyone that you decide to apply it. 

Whenever we practice the love that comes from Jesus, it will be reflecting the life of Christ.  Then we “may be 

able to discern what is best and pure and blameless” as we are approaching the coming of the day of Christ. Part 

of being a Christian is being able to discern the time in which we are living, making our best choices, and have a 

pure heart in all circumstances of our life.  

     This is a simple prayer that Paul made as an Apostle, but it is a very profound one at the same time. The goal 

Paul is intending to accomplish with the members of the church in Philippi is for them to bring glory to the name 

of the Lord with their own lives. We all need to be aware that Christian life is a preparation for the hereafter. This 

includes living our lives “filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and 

praise of God.”   



     As you can see, the fruit of righteousness comes from being connected with the Lord Jesus Christ. This fruit 

is a gift from the Holy Spirit. Paul was looking to prepare the Christians in Philippi for the coming of the Lord 

Jesus. He was looking for purity of heart and mind in each member of their Christian community. He was 

expecting everyone to do the right thing, so they could be blameless for the coming of the Lord.  

     The main goal for living such a life is to bring glory and praise to God. What we do, may or may not bring 

glory and honor to God. However, the character of a mature Christian reflects the life of Jesus. Knowing Jesus 

and his love for humanity will make us be “filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”   (Ephesians 3:19) 
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