
 

 
 

July 1, 2021 

  

     I greet you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and I wish you a very happy 4
th

 of July 2021. It is always 

good to celebrate Independence Day and remember those who died to make this nation free from any tyranny. 

The cost was very high and we should never forget the enormous price and sacrifice we paid as a nation for our 

independence.    

     As you receive THE CHIMES, I am taking two weeks vacation to visit friends and family that I have not 

seen in years. I am heading to New York, New Jersey and then to Miami, Florida.   
 

     Philippians 2:14-15 “Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you may become blameless and 

harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of crooked and perverse generation among whom you shine 

as lights in the world.”  
 

     Living and doing things without complaining and disputing is the way we should be living in this world. Of 

course, this is a call to live in peace…without conflicts. The peace of Christ comes to us through faith in him. 

Paul says that you may become blameless and harmless. This is the way of the Lord for us to live. It is not easy. 

It is not what we are, but what we are becoming, so that people can find no blame or wrongdoing in things you 

do. The goal is that we do not harm anyone.  Living this way allows the light of the Lord to be reflected within 

us in everything we do and say. 

     We are children of God that live in the world without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation. 

This means that we are connected to God.  Through the blood and faith of Jesus we are His children. And yet, 

we are living in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation among whom we are to shine as lights in the 

world. This is living with a goal in life. We just need to remember that we are not shining our own light. We 

shine God’s light in the world as long as we keep our connection with God.  In keeping this connection with 

God, the source of power, every Christian will shine in the midst of this adulterous and perverse generation.  

     The invitation of the Word of the Lord is to live a life that reflects the Lord Jesus Christ. During his days on 

earth, Jesus shone among the religious people. By the signs and wonders he made, by the words that came out 

of his mouth and by his sacrificial death, Jesus showed us the light of his Father, God. We too need to shine in 

the midst of all the darkness in this world.   

    May God bless you during this summer!    

In Christ,  

 

Rev. Rey Diaz   


