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I greet you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and I wish you a very happy 4 th of July 2021. It is always
good to celebrate Independence Day and remember those who died to make this nation free from any tyranny.
The cost was very high and we should never forget the enormous price and sacrifice we paid as a nation for our
independence.
As you receive Peace To You, I am taking two weeks vacation to visit friends and family that I have not
seen in years. I am heading to New York, New Jersey and then to Miami, Florida.
Philippians 2:14-15 “Do all things without complaining and disputing, that you may become blameless and
harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of crooked and perverse generation among whom you shine
as lights in the world.”
Living and doing things without complaining and disputing is the way we should be living in this world. Of
course, this is a call to live in peace…without conflicts. The peace of Christ comes to us through faith in him.
Paul says that you may become blameless and harmless. This is the way of the Lord for us to live. It is not easy.
It is not what we are, but what we are becoming, so that people can find no blame or wrongdoing in things you
do. The goal is that we do not harm to anyone. Living this way allows the light of the Lord to be reflected
within us in everything we do and say.
We are children of God that live in the world without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation.
This means that we are connected to God. Through the blood and faith of Jesus we are His children. And yet,
we are living in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation among whom we are to shine as lights in the
world. This is living with a goal in life. We just need to remember that we are not shining our own light. We
shine God’s light in the world as long as we keep our connection with God. In keeping this connection with
God, the source of power, every Christian will shine in the midst of this adulterous and perverse generation.
The invitation of the Word of the Lord is to live a life that reflects the Lord Jesus Christ. During his days on
earth, Jesus shone among the religious people. By the signs and wonders he made, by the words that came out
of his mouth and by his sacrificial death, Jesus showed us the light of his Father, God. We too need to shine in
the midst of all the darkness in this world.
May God bless you during this summer!
In Christ,
Rev. Rey Díaz

VICTORY IN JESUS CELEBRATION
If you missed the celebration at the Veteran’s Pavilion on
Sunday, July 13th, you missed a great worship service, awesome
food and fun. Best of all NO MASKS!
Let us begin by thanking and praising our God for the
wonderful day of celebration we enjoyed on June 13th at the
Veterans Memorial Pavilion in Krouskop Park! Glorious
weather, wonderful music provided by our Worship Team, who
did an awesome job even in Spanish. Pastor Rey’s sermon “I
Am That Man” went well with the selections that Pam
Peterson-Kintz chose. What an awesome experience to hear the
sermon in both English and Spanish. Inspirational testimony and powerful preaching of the Gospel followed by
a terrific meal served with a large helping of fellowship! Oh . . . and that meal! Pastor Rey's family provided
some tasty "Caribbean Cooking" to compliment the good old local fare of hotdogs and burgers. There were
quite a few people who attended both from Peace and Trinity, so that made for an even better day.
The weather held perfectly. It wasn’t so hot you couldn’t stand it and a nice breeze kept us cool under the
canopy. WHAT A GREAT DAY!!

STORYTIME
YOUR MINISTRY STORY
“Now to God who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to God’s power
that is at work within us.” Ephesians 3:20
I took my kids fishing for the first-time last month. You can imagine the excitement of 5-year olds with a
fishing rod! Besides fishing, they had fun throwing things into the lake. They enjoyed seeing how far they could
throw sticks and rocks and see the ripples they create. That was a great teaching moment. “Do you know your
words and actions are like these sticks? You do one thing, but it has a reaction much larger.”
There is a church in our conference that received an estate gift in the mid-1990s for youth. The gift was $5,000
and was invested here at the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation. That gift has grown and continued to be
used for ministry. In the last 25 years, over $6.500 has been used for youth ministry! There is still almost $7,000
in that fund today!
Isn’t it wonderful what a modest gift can do for the ministry of a church even after we have died! Isn’t it
wonderful how one gift can affect youth for years! Isn’t it wonderful that one gift is a much larger action than
the original giver could have ever known?
How are you giving to the church with your time, talents, and treasures? What ripple affect will it have now
and in the future?
--Rev. Krystal Goodger
Visit the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at
www.wumf.org or Facebook/wumf.org
Or call 1-800-903-9863

“A Christian man is the most free lord of all, and subject to none; a Christian man is the most faithful
servant of all, and subject to everyone.”
--Martin Luther

MISSION NEWS
City of Refuge Orphanage in Comayagua, Honduras
“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of these who bring good news, who proclaim
peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, ‘Your God reigns’”
Isaiah 52:7.
Tom’s April Mission Trip. My wife’s passport expired, so she couldn’t go with me to
Honduras. BUMMER! However, we were blessed to bring Shane and Kari and their two daughters with us.
During the week they helped give away lots of food. We organized the donation room and they played with the
kids. They also went out and shared their faith. They want to come back.
Tuesday, we had a three hour delay. It seems I can’t get away from protestors, but our driver found a way
around them. Tuesday night, I gave a tour with our four missionaries. That night, we played volleyball. Wow!
The kids are getting better. After that, we hung out with the missionaries.
I got my COVID test early Wednesday morning (I think I have new sinuses). We met with our three
contractors and then met with our engineer and agricultural team to plan for May. Later that morning, we sorted
out eight tubs of goodies, including clothes, toys and school supplies. That afternoon, we worked in the
donation room. Later that afternoon, we had a wrestling tournament – the first time they wrestled in fourteen
months. They picked up where they left off. We had 36 kids wrestle and it was extremely entertaining to watch.
One girl was hurt, and when we prayed, God healed her. Hallelujah! We gave away presents to the kids for
Christmas and then we played dodgeball. It was a glorious time!
Delivery of food provisions: God has provided through these difficult times to bless the ones in most need.
We have done several food provision outreaches in the nearby villages that surround City of Refuge. People
have been blessed with food for a few days, but more than that, we believe that they have been reminded that
Jesus loves them and He is with them, especially through tough times.
Water games: These have been really hot days in Comayagua. We have reached temperatures around 95
degrees. To cool down the kids and ourselves, we have organized water games throughout the weeks. Kids love
games and water. The caretakers organized games to encourage teamwork and to highlight the children’s
abilities through fun and refreshing games.
Lowell & Claudia Wertz
Serving Joy in the Harvest in Tanzania, Africa (unfortunately still state side)
Thank you so much for the Peace UMC news!
Claudia shared this about Nolan Moore. “When I read that Nolan Moore had graduated from UW I couldn’t
believe it. It seems like it was just a couple years ago he was very young and he saw a picture of African kids on
the bulletin board at church. He felt so moved he saved up his money to send to us! I’ll never forget what a
simple picture can do. May God continue to bless Him!”
Now our news…
We have been getting all the equipment for the radio repeater project ordered, purchased, weighed and
inventoried for our ocean going shipping container. Praise God all is now here (at our storage unit outside
Chicago) and the container for Tanzania is due to be delivered here on Friday, June 25th, and picked up that
Monday on the 28th! Three days to load a 40’ container for Africa! We hope for good weather and people to
show up to help.
Our Board of Directors met on June 19th and one of the main agenda point is our return date to Tanzania.
Please pray for God’s wisdom and leading. Although we have seen the hand of God in our lives and ministry in
Tanzania, I’m SO READY to return and Lowell is wondering if it’s wise to wait for the vaccine for the South
African variant which is supposed to become available in the fall. Our Moderna vaccination doesn’t give us any
protection for the SA variant which is sweeping across our region.
Blessings and keep well,
Claudia

2021 Mission Report
Mission:
Phil & Kris Nelson
Lowell & Claudia Wertz
Jason & Deb Shirek
Lydia’s House
Disabled Vets
Shoe Boxes
Honduras Orphanage
Missions
4th Sunday offerings
Total

May
$ 150.00
50.00
25.00
-0-0-0-0140.00
30.00
$ 395.00

Year to Date
$1,350.33
1,300.33
1.425.34
141.25
216.25
116.25
116.25
675.00
-0$5,371.00

WE’VE LOST SEVERAL GOOD FRIENDS
Helen Ardella Barnes

Ardella (Della to her friends) was called home on May 10th. She passed away
peacefully at her home in Hibbing, Minnesota.
She was born August 7, 1930 to Adelbert and Sara (Drake) Frost in Bagley, Minnesota.
She married William Brown in the early 50’s, had 2 daughters and helped run the family
dairy farm in Richland County.
She moved to Richland Center in the 1960’s and worked as a supervisor at O’Brien
Brothers to support her young daughters. She was an active member of Peace United
Methodist Church in Richland Center. She taught Sunday school, participated in various church circles, and
helped with fund raisers for the church throughout her time there. The church is where she met Roger Barnes
and married on September 13, 1973.
Roger and Ardella had many happy years fishing, camping, traveling, and spending time with family. She was
a devout homemaker who enjoyed cooking, canning, baking and kept a tidy house. She made phenomenal
bread, was an excellent seamstress and loved both vegetable and flower gardening. She always had a warm and
welcoming home that smelled of fresh bread or cookies.
Ardella moved to Hibbing in 2016 after the death of her husband, Roger. She resided at the Lee Center where
she made many friends. The Lee Center offered her many opportunities to socialize and to engage in another
favorite pastime which was card playing. Her many friends and especially her dear friend Amalia Scipioni made
her years in Hibbing extremely enjoyable.
She is survived by her two daughters: Jackie (John) McHale, Hibbing; and Kathy (Dan) Samborski,
Carmichael, CA; two step-children: David (Cherry) Barnes, Janesville and Jean (Dan) Cole, Mesquite, NV.
Four grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.
She will be buried in the Loyd Cemetery in Loyd, Wisconsin at a later date.
Editor’s note: On one of our many phone calls, Della would say how thankful she was for her Peace family to
call her, send her birthday wishes or just to make sure she was ok. When Della left Richland Center she told me
she wanted to be an Associate Member. She didn’t want her ties with Peace to be forgotten or broken. No one
will ever forget her. She was an angel.

Manerva Mathews
Manerva H. (Van Why) Mathews age 90 of La Crosse, formerly of Richland Center
passed away Sunday, May 2nd. Manerva was born July 1, 1930 in Wilkesbarre, PA to
Martin and Helen Van Why. She married Francis “Tom” Mathews on June 13, 1948.
Manerva worked many years at the Thrift Shop in Richland Center. She had her own
domestic cleaning service and was a homemaker. She had a love and passion for
gardening, especially her flowers. She loved to swing. She loved her family very much.
She is survived by her four children: Mary O’Connell of La Crosse, Nancy (Danny)
Deckert of Readstown, Gayle (Carla) Mathews of Oconto Falls, Randy (Jessica)
Mathews of Flowood, MS, 5 grandchildren, 21 great-grandchildren and 3 great, great
grandchildren.
She was proceeded in death by her husband, Francis, 4 sisters and one brother and her parents. She is buried
in the Richland Center Cemetery.

Mary Jane Honer

Mary Jane Honer, 75, of Richland Center, passed away Wednesday, June 2nd, at Pine
Valley Community Village surrounded by her loving family. She was born on August 7,
1945 in Madison, the daughter of Rudolph and Daisy (Denson) Haak.

Mary Jane deeply cherished her family and friends. She was extremely proud of her children, grandchildren
and great grandchildren. She treasured family time and always provided unconditional love and support.
Mary Jane was also a die-hard Packer fan, even though she was currently upset with Aaron Rodges. Her cries
of excitement and frustration could be heard through the halls of Pine Valley every game day. Her family knew
that they could call her at any time … unless there was a Packer game on. You could often find Mary Jane
causing trouble in the halls of Pine Valley with her good friends, Skip and Marcella.
Mary Jane is survived by her children: Kristi (John) Dameron, Jackie Honer, Jenny (Kerry) Gies;
grandchildren: Katrina (Jaxon, Jett), Robyn, Tristan, Alli, Jake; brother Ken (Deloris) Haak; Pine Valley family
and other relatives and friends.
Mary Jane was preceded in death by her parents, son, Rick Honer; two brothers, George and Joe; sister, Doris.

Charles E. Denman

Charles Denman, age 87, of Richland Center, died on Tuesday, May 25th. He was
born in Richland County on July 25, 1935, the son of Everett S, and Evelyn M.
(Spencer) Denman. Following his education at Ithaca High School in 1952, he
attended UW-Madison Farm School. While attending the Richland County Fair, he
met the love of his life, Elsie Wiltrout, and they were joined in marriage on October
22, 1955 in Ithaca. They raised their two girls, Susan Fruit and Barbara Nazer, on a
small farm on Hustler’s Ridge. In 1962, he accepted a position at the Richland
Hospital, Inc. as Maintenance Director, retiring in 1993 after 31 years of dedicated
service to the organization.
In their 59 beautiful years of marriage, Charles and Elsie enjoyed camping with their
family, visiting friends and relatives, and listening to old time music. Charles especially cherished his many
years as a guitar player in the band “The Starlight Ramblers”. He spent special time with his grandchildren,
Travis Fruit and Courtney (Fruit) Kloehn, traveling to various communities and playing music. Even on his
final days on earth he was humming “heigh ho…heigh ho…” to the special nurses who cared for him. A
reminder that he was at peace and once again, enjoying his music.
Charles is survived by: two daughters: Susan (Martin) Fruit and Barbara (Ed) Nazer both of Richland Center.
Two grandchildren: Travis (Jean) Fruit of Lone Rock and Courtney (Joseph) Kloehn of Sextonville; four great
grandchildren: Mackenzie and Haylee Fruit, Carter and Alexander Kloehn; many nieces and nephews and other
relatives and friends.
Charles was preceded in death by his wife; Elsie, his parents and his sister Lorraine. Charles will be buried in
the Pleasant Ridge Cemetery.

We will miss all of these good friends including Tom Mathews, Roger Barnes and Elsie Denman who passed
before these four wonderful people.

If I take the wings
of the morning
and settle at
the farthest limits of the sea,
Even there your hand
shall lead me
and your right hand
shall hold me fast.

If I say:
“Surely the darkness
shall cover me
and the light around me
become night
even darkness
Is not dark to you.

If night is as bright
as the day, for darkness is
as light to you.”
Psalm 139:9-12

Dear Peace Family,
Thank you, Joan, for the visit and the church for the flowers. They brighten my day.
Recovery is going well and I hope to see everyone again soon.
Bonnie Richardson
Editor’s note: Bonnie had hip replacement surgery, so one Sunday afternoon, I took the
flowers out to her and we have a wonderful visit.
Dear Peace Church,
Just saying “thank you” doesn’t seem enough. Hope you know how much your thoughtfulness is appreciated.
Thank you for the many years of spiritual support and all the enjoyable social times for our Mother, Ardella
Barnes.
Jackie McHale and family
Kathie Samborski and family
Dear Peace Family,
Words can’t express how much I feel loved by all of you. My recent illness and hospitalization brought it all
back again to me. Many thanks to all who helped clean the church after the worship services, to Tom and Sue
Fowell for keeping my flowers alive at church and to those unknown to me who also helped water them. To
Pastor Rey for his visit to the hospital, keeping in touch while I was still in the hospital and after I was released
and telling me to work remotely from home until I felt stronger and no longer dizzy. Yes, he did give me grief
when I went into the office to pick up what I had printed from home. To Terry Nimocks who came over in the
wee hours of the morning to unlock the door for the ambulance and then to bring me back home again when I
was released. I knew there was a reason I gave you and Barb a key in 2015! To all the phone calls, text
messages, emails and cards I received. It’s very humbling.
I wish to thank also, Nyman Olson, Erv and Anita Bunge and Kathleen Corey-Pittman for helping unload the
van and then reload it again on the 13th so I could attend the worship service. (I had the buns, some chips and
bulletins plus my walker to contend with). And especially Sharon Zales for making sure I was hydrated, getting
me some food and making sure I was ok during the worship service and also helping to load the van again. It
wasn’t one of my better days. If I forgot someone, I apologize.
Oh, I almost forgot the most important part. My cats! Tom and Sue came over every day to feed, water, care
for them and give them lots of love. They even came back in the evening so they wouldn’t get lonely.
I continue to get stronger every day and the dizziness is getting better as well.
Joan Wheeler
Dear Peace Family,
I want to thank everyone for remembering me while I spent time at Pine Valley. I appreciated everything you
sent. Thank you to the Visitation Team for all the cards you sent. Thank you for the flowers from the worship
service and to Pastor Rey for visits to Mary Jane Honer during her last days and for officiating at her funeral.
Donna Sharp

WE’RE BACK!
Hi this is Mike with Mack sitting on the arm of the recliner watching me type. Since our owner is at home
recuperating, we decided to do our column ourselves. Sorry to Alphonse and Hazel, but she’s home with us for
now. You get her next month.
I have to tell you getting your tail rolled over by a walker with wheels when you know who is the driver, isn’t
funny. Oh my poor tail hurt for a bit. I did forgive her the next morning when I sat on the book she was reading.
I even tried to sip her tea but I didn’t like the smell. Funny thing, she did warn me not to do it. Now I know
why. Mack said she got her paw nipped by the wheels of the walker one day when Joan told her to move. She
wasn’t fast enough. She wasn’t hurt, just mad.
I better tell you the deadline for the August issue of Peace to You will be Monday, July 19th, at noon.
Oh the phone just rang. I have to go see who’s calling.
Bye from Mike and Mack.

JULY MINISTRY ROSTER
SOUND SYSTEM OPERATORS
7-04
7-11
7-18
7-25

Paul Knower
Nyman Olson
Dave Turk
Nyman Olson

ATTENDANCE
5-30
6-06
6-13
6-20
6-27

GENERAL FUND – MAY

32
26
Park Service
26
30

SPECIAL DATES

$ 12,394.24 - 2020 Ending Balance
44,351.74 – January –May Revenue
- 45,265.09 – January – May Expenses
11,480.89 – Balance as of 5-31-2021

1st – Canada Day
4th – Independence Day

INDEPENDENCE DAY LESSONS FOR CHURCH LIFE
Return to the basics – On July 4 we commemorate the origins of our
country. In terms of faith, we also periodically need to hear again the
foundational stories of Creation, the Israelites, and, of course, Jesus.
Honor the gift of freedom – “For freedom Christ has set us free … do not
submit again to a yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1, ESV). We strive as citizens to preserve and live out our
national freedom Likewise, as citizens of God’s kingdom we live gladly in the freedom of salvation and share
that gift with others.
Enjoy community – July 4 is known for picnics, parades and other community gatherings. Similarly, the
church is nourished by coming together for worship, meals and other special events.
Be light in the darkness – As fireworks brighten the sky with light and color, the church is calling to display
the Gospel’s unique light in a dark world. Our word dynamite and the Greek word for power – as in, “You will
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you” (Acts 1:8) – share a root. Through God’s power in us, we
share Jesus – dynamically! – with others.

OIL
In the Old Testament, oil symbolized consecration to God. The temple altar and king’s
heads were anointed with oil to set them apart as holy. In the New Testament, oil often
represented the Holy Spirit. Jesus and his followers were anointed for their ministries (see
Luke 4:18 and Acts 10:38).

A PRAYER FOR THE FOURTH
Loving God, we thank you – the true Father of our country – for the blessings of this land and the gifts of
cultures around the world. Prompt us to strive for justice for all, at home and abroad. Remind us, in the words of
the hymn, that “this is our Father’s world” and that your goodness prevails. Amid tragedies and conflicts, guard
us against despair. Help us focus on the kindness evident daily: from generous neighbors to conscientious
public servants (because most are). On Independence Day and every day, “O Let [us] never forget that though
the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet.” Amen.
–Sandy Hyland

July 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

►

Wed

Thu

Fri
2
on

1
Pastor Rey

4 Indep. Day

5

6

7

Pastor
Rey
on
9:15 a.m. – Seekers
10:00 a.m. –
Sunday school
The office is closed Women’s Bible Study
9:30 a.m. – Youth
Sunday school
10:30 a.m. – Worship
service with
3:30 p.m. – Worship
service on NOVA

11

12

Pastor
9:15 a.m. – Seekers
Sunday school
9:30 a.m. – Youth
Sunday school
10:30 a.m. – Worship
service with
3:30 p.m. – Worship
service on NOVA

18

13
Rey

8
Vacation

14
on

15
Vacation

10:00 a.m. –
Women’s Bible Study

19

20

vacation

10
on

Vacation

16

17

23

24

30

31

Noon: Al Anon

21

22

10:00 a.m. –
7:00 p.m. – Bible
Women’s Bible Study Study

Noon: Al Anon

25

27

29

26

3

8:00 a.m. – Men’s
Breakfast

9:15 a.m. – Seekers Noon: Newsletter
Sunday school
deadline
9:30 a.m. – Youth
Sunday school
10:30 a.m. – Worship
service with
3:30 p.m. – Worship
service on NOVA
9:15 a.m. – Seekers
Sunday school
9:30 a.m. – Youth
Sunday school
10:30 a.m. – Worship
service with
3:30 p.m. – Worship
service on NOVA

9

Pastor Rey
Noon: Al Anon

Sat

28

10:00 a.m. –
7:00 p.m. – Bible
Women’s Bible Study Study

Noon: Al Anon

REACH THE SUN
The quickest way for anyone to reach the sun and the light of
the day is not to run west, chasing after the setting sun, but to
head east, plunging into the darkness until one comes to the
sunrise. …Walk into the darkness rather than try to outrun it.
--Gerald Sittser.
A Grace Disguised

6

Corey Kanable

7

David & Donna Sharp

6

Anthony Baker

9

Hattie Mae Shirek

11 David & Briana Turk
22 Allen & Terri Kaszubski

12 Alan Baker
13 Olivia Gochenaur

24 Randy & Bonnie Richardson
26 Larry & Sandy Keller

17 Karen Parker
17 Kathy Schwinefus

28 David & Marge Brock

18 Dave Turk
19 Gretchen Kanable
20 Harriett Hendricks
25 Terry Nimocks
26 Hannah Nimocks
27 Ed Borton
27 Jean McManaway
29 Allen Kaszubski
29 Emmett Drone

Peace United Methodist Church
265 North Church Street
Richland Center, WI 53581
608-647-4559

`

Sunday Mornings:
9:15 a.m. – Seekers Sunday school class
9:30 a.m. - Youth Sunday school class
10:45 a.m. - Worship Service
3:30 p.m. - Worship Service on NOVA

“Our purpose at Peace is to
make disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world.”

Pastor Rey Díaz
Pastor’s cell phone: 608-475-3677
Pastor’s e-mail: rreydiaz1952@gmail.com

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We are called to bring all into the family of God and deepen/mature their faith in Jesus
Christ. using each of our individual gifts, we envision this happening through P-E-A-C-E.
Praise & celebrative worship.
Evangelism - Inviting all to proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord.
Anchored in Word of God.
Compassionate, caring Christian community.
Encompassing Ministries - focusing on the needs of the community and beyond.

Pastor: Rey Díaz
Adm. Assistant: Joan Wheeler
Custodian: Bert Kelsey
Pianist: Pam Kintz
Treasurer: Vic Vlasak
Visitation Ministry: Barb Nimocks
Worship Leader: Pam Peterson-Kintz

Joan’s Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday
8:00 a.m. – Noon
In the office
12:30 – 3:00 p.m.
working from home

Visit our Website at
http://www.umchurchrc.org
or E-mail us at
peaceumc.rc@gmail.com
facebook.com/rcpeaceumc

Worship Services on NOVA
3:30 p.m. - Sunday Afternoons
Genuine Telecom - 12
Charter (without HD) - 95
Charter (with HD) - 984

