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The Body of Christ
The metaphorical language used in the New Testament in reference to the Body of Christ is very rich in
meaning. The Body of Christ makes reference to the members of the Christian local church, the bread in Holy
Communion, and the spiritual Body of Christ made up of all believers from the past to the present time. This
article is in reference to the Body of Christ, the Church.
Since Jesus Christ is described as the head of the church and we are his members, every one of us is called to
engage in certain duties in the mission of the church. We all have the same value before God, but not all of us
perform the same function within the church. Everyone needs to know the reason why God called them to be
part of his body in their local church and how we should work in harmony with the other members for the
edification of the Body of Christ.
As head of the church, this means Christ inspired the apostles and prophets to write down how this body
needs to function to carry out Christ's mission in the world. If we obey the Holy Spirit and allow him to guide
us through the Holy Scriptures, then we will make the right decisions in serving the Lord.
In our own human body, we have different “members” or parts, but each one of them has its own function
designed by our creator and has its own part to perform. Normally, a body that does not have all of its
“members” can collapse or not function in its full capacity as other healthy and complete bodies do. If one has
lost a limb, has a failing heart, has a liver or kidney disease, can’t hear or is blind…that person may not be able
to function like other human beings who do not have the same disadvantages.
Christ is the head of his body…the church…and he has assigned certain leadership roles to different people.
“And he gave apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so
that the body of Christ may be built up, until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of
God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ…” (Ephesians 4:11-13)
It is essential to know that Christ is expecting all of us to be active participants in the church “until all of us
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God, attaining the whole measure of the fullness of
Christ.” In other words, we need to all work together until we all reach the type of faith he is expecting within
us. What type of “unity of the faith” and “knowledge” of the word of the Lord is He implying here? It is a faith
that believes that the impossible can be done. Christ is not only the head; he is the Lord of this universe. In the
same way, we have the capacity, in Jesus, to change the world around us.
In order to follow God's directions, we need to achieve what God is expecting from us. It is this unity of the
faith that helps us develop the ministries of the local Christian church. Under God’s plan, all of us need to
follow his blueprint for individual and church growth.
We are the members of the church. We need to work under the light of God so that we may be able to work
in unity. Unity of the faith and knowledge of the Son of God must be reached by all the members of Christ.
That is what will lead us to mature in “attaining the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” This is why we
are called to have faith in God: to make real what is impossible in the eyes of those who doubt.
If you are a part of Peace United Methodist Church and have not been attending services, we want you to
know that we miss you and your family members’ participation. I know that the pandemic has scared a lot of us,
but we all need to trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for our health and protection. As a member of the Church, you
have a vital function within this body and we all miss you. As your body cannot function in its full capacity
without all its members, in the same way, the church cannot be working properly without you. Please, join our
next worship service. We will be so glad to see you!
If you have been faithfully attending church, we thank you! We want to keep encouraging and motivating
you to fellowship and worship together and not miss any services. Your presence and participation is greatly
needed and appreciated.

I ask the Lord to keep protecting you all as news about Covid-19 and its variants keeps creating a lot of
concern among us. I ask you again to pray for one another.
God bless you!
In Christ,
Rev. Rey Díaz

IT’S NOT ABOUT THE MONEY
Really. It is not. Does it seem like everyone, good cause or not, has a hand out asking for a donation? Does
it seem as if the church is always asking for money? Let’s examine giving to the church-which is actually not
giving to the church but giving to God.
Sixteen of the thirty eight parables in the Bible deal with how to handle money and possessions. In the gospel
one out of ten verses-two hundred eighty eight in all—deal directly with how to handle money. Giving is done
as an act of worship to glorify God. God gave us an example of His giving by giving us his first and best-Jesus
Christ.
Giving and faith go together. It is not the amount that is important to God, it is the attitude. How often have
we heard about giving with an attitude of gratitude? There are really two ways to give. One way of giving is by
reason. Figure out what you can reasonably give. No faith required. Or, give by revelation. Pray, “God how
much do you want me to trust you for this time?” Then do what God tells you. This is faith giving. And faith
giving widens God’s smile-Corinthians 2:7.
So, it is not about the money. It is about faith. Faith that God will use your giving for His purpose. Please
widen God’s smile. It really is not about the money. It really is about your trust in God.

WE LOST A GOOD FRIEND
Janis McCollum
Janis M. McCollum, 97, of Sextonville, died Sunday, July 04, 2021, at Schmitt
Woodland Hills. She was born on August 31, 1923, in Richland Center, to Phil
‘Felix’ and Maxine (Miller) Kreinz. Janis graduated from Richland Center High
School in 1941. She spent some time in Madison working until she married James
McCollum on June 30, 1944. She accompanied her husband to Milwaukee and
lived there until he graduated in 1948. They returned to Richland Center to live,
and she assisted Jim at his dental office. Together they raised their two children
Kimberly and Mark.
Music was always a part of Janis’s life, she used her talent to play for her lifelong
church, Peace United Methodist Church for 63 years. When her husband retired in
1986, they retired to their farm in Sextonville, where she was able to remain close
to her children.
Janis is survived by her two children: Mark (Sally) McCollum, Kimberly Hilleshiem; 4 grandchildren, 7 great
grandchildren, other relatives, and friends.
Janis was preceded in death by her husband James, her parents, and brother George Kreinz.
Graveside services will be held in the Sextonville Cemetery at a later date.

MISSION NEWS
City of Refuge Orphanage in Comayagua, Honduras
We are so blessed to have a great team in Honduras who is doing an amazing job taking care
of our beautiful children, from their spiritual well-being to their daily life, including school
classes and even medical needs. Glory to God for that! We are reporting on some of the
activities and events from this month. Our mission coordinators, Christie Howell and Ana, are
doing an outstanding job hosting mission trips. They are very detailed in everything they do. Pray for them,
please.
Plus, we are so blessed with Ryan Howell, our campus pastor. He is amazing with the kids. He has a unique
way to reach out to the children and teenagers, and even adults. Please pray for God’s supernatural strength and
joy for them to face the attacks of the enemy that comes with serving God on the mission field, especially when
children are involved because they are the future generation of the church of Jesus Christ, and the enemy is not
happy with that. We are making a big dent in his kingdom. Let’s keep pressing on all together. Thank you for
your prayers and support that are so needed and so appreciated.
Missionary report from Pastor Ryan Howell: This past month has been both challenging and very
rewarding. We hosted a mission team, and with their help, we fed over 200 families at a nearby community, all
for the glory to God. Another missionary family has moved to the compound and started music and Taekwondo
classes. The children have loved these, including our own children. We have also experienced many
breakthroughs with the children. We have found ourselves in many one-on-one counseling sessions and prayer
sessions. We have been fielding questions of all sorts regarding Jesus and His kingdom, as well as life in
general. As we continue to preach the Kingdom of God and salvation by grace through faith, we are seeing
chains of bondage come off of the children, and the concept of a loving God is being grappled with. We also
changed up the weekly soaking time to focus more on “soul-care”. We spend our Thursday nights in focused
prayer ministering and worshipping Jesus. The children are coming to us during this time, asking questions and
receiving prayer. Five of them have made Jesus their Lord and Savior for the first time! Yay, GOD! We
continue in our normal activities with the children: Devotions, sports, meals, English class, church, swimming,
hangout and other activities. Please continue to pray for breakthrough and favor. God is on the move!
Lowell & Claudia Wertz
Serving Joy in the Harvest in Tanzania, Africa. They are currently stateside, awaiting the 3rd Moderna
vaccine and then they can hopefully return to Africa.
Dear Friends,
Several big events have happened at Joy in the Harvest. Our 40 foot ocean container shipped on June 28th!
Claudia and I have inventoried and weighed every item. What’s in our 3,000 cubic feet, you might wonder –
books, chairs, tools, choir robes, clothing and shoes, eye glasses, yarn, furniture, and plumbing supplies to name
a few items.
One of the things in the container is the equipment for a new radio
relay station. It will pick up our Radio JOY signal and broadcast it
into a new area. We have received many requests to get our signal in
this area. The engineering work for the project was done by friends at
Sonset Solutions. Some equipment came from Italy, some had to be
specially manufactured, and the tower has been built in Kenya. This
has been a big project that took months of planning and work. All the
engineers at Sonset Solutions are missionaries using their skill to reach
the world for Christ.
We could not have done this relay project without the help of
Some of the boxes of books weighed
Galcon International. They provided the funding to purchase
over 200 pounds – too heavy to lift. We
the equipment. How can you thank such visionaries with a heart
used the ramp on the U-Haul to get them
for getting the Good News to Africans? They also supplied
into the truck and then ramped them up
hundreds of solar powered, fixed frequency radio receives, so
into the container.
when the relay station goes on the air, we can give people in that area receivers to hear Radio JOY.

We will finish the rest of the letter next month.
Dear Friends of Peace UMC,
Lowell and I, and the Africans we serve, are so very grateful to you for your support of the ministry of Joy in
the Harvest in Tanzania.
Thank you for your gift of $1,225.33 to help enable all the work to continue going forward. Hungry tummies
are fed hot meals 3 days a week, students are studying at the computer school (free of charge). Also they can
get a job and earn a living. Radio Joy proclaims the Good News 24/7. The people at the Destitute Camp,
refugee camp, widows, and youth are all experiencing God’s love because your gift helps us obey God’s call on
our lives.
May God continue to bless you,
Blessings, Lowell & Claudia
Jason & Deb Shirek
Serving In HIM Ministries in Lobatse, Botswana
Village Outreaches have been happening about twice a month, but we took the entire past month to do a
longer outreach, This was our first time in the far north of Botswana just along the Namibian border. We went
to help a family that is new to missions and has stationed themselves deep in the bush of Botswana, in Magopa.
We spent the month working with the Basarwa (bushmen). It was a very emotional time for us to see a people
group essentially unreached and cast aside in their own country. They speak with clicks and hunt with spears
and have been forgotten in a world that is constantly evolving and
pushing forward.
We ministered in 6 villages (each with 5-20 families), helping with
discipleship, hunting for food, giving medical check-ups and
assessments, trading goods we brought with us for traditional African
items like drums/bows/spears/stools/jewelry. In spite of language
barriers, many understood our broken Setswana and we were able to
share the Gospel in its simplest form!
We were also there to help the family with some projects, making their
dwelling more comfortable and functional. They have set up solar power
and are the closest source of water for most villagers. We gave them
cultural input and budgeting assistance as they begin this journey. We also took advantage of the fellowship to
play lots of GAMES!
Thank you for your continued support to bringing the Good News to All!
Jason & Deb Shirek (Hattie, Maggie, Jireh)

2021 Mission Report
Mission:
Phil & Kris Nelson
Lowell & Claudia Wertz
Jason & Deb Shirek
Lydia’s House
Disabled Vets
Shoe Boxes
Honduras Orphanage
Missions
4th Sunday offerings
Total

June
$ 100.00
50.00
50.00
25.00
-0-0-0440.00
-0$ 665.00

Year to Date
$1,450.33
1,350.33
1.475.34
166.25
216.25
116.25
116.25
1,115.00
30.00
$6,036.00

AUGUST MINISTRY ROSTER
SOUND SYSTEM OPERATORS
8-01
8-08
8-15
8-22
8-29

Paul Knower
Nyman Olson
Nyman Olson
Dave Turk
Dave Turk

GENERAL FUND – JUNE
$

12,394.24 - 2020 Ending Balance
52,603.70 – Revenues Jan.-June
-53,546.80 – Expenses Jan. – June
11,451.14 – Balance as of 6-30-2021

ATTENDANCE
7-04
7-11
7-18
7-25

33
34
38
33

THE MIRACLE OF SUMMER
A team of Sunday school teachers faced
boisterous youngsters on Rally Day, the start
of a new education year. Because kids were
reuniting after a break, they were eager to
chat about vacations. To restore order, a
teacher asked the children to take turns
sharing a favorite Bible verse, story or
miracle. One, who still had summer on the
brain, exclaimed, “I like the time when
everybody loafs and fishes!”

LION
A lion represents watchfulness and alertness. It also symbolizes Christ, the Lion of Judah
(Revelation 5:4-5). A winged lion is the symbol of St. Mark, whose gospel focuses on Jesus'
royalty and resurrection.

SAVED FROM OURSELVES
“I do not do what I want,” writes the apostle Paul in frustration, but I do the very thing I hate” (Romans 7:15,
ESV). Which of us hasn’t felt disappointed in our own actions at some point? For spouting off instead of
holding our tongue, turning in a mediocre assignment when we could have done better, turning away from a
friend in need because of peer pressure or uncertainty?
Inner conflict is part of human nature. Consider part of William Cowper’s poem-prayer “The Contrite Heart”:
I sometimes think myself inclined
to love Thee if I could;
but often feel another mind,
averse to all that’s good.

My best desires are faint and few,
I fain would strive to more;
but when I cry, “My strength renew!”
seem weaker than before.

So what can we do? “Who will deliver me from this body of death?” cries Paul in verse 24. But then his
despair turns into a profound “aha!” moment: None of us can rescue ourselves. We are saved, again and again,
by divine love and forgiveness. “Thanks be to God,” we declare with Paul in verse 24, “through Jesus Christ our
Lord!”

Please join us for our Community
Ecumenical Worship Service as
We “Worship in the Park”
Worship in the Park
Sunday, September 5, 2021
10:00 a.m. in Krouskop Park
Look for the tent by the Killian Meyer Building!
Everyone is invited to come and participate in our worship service. Bring the kids,
grandkids, friends, neighbors and your relatives.
It’s a wonderful experience to Worship the Lord with others in this beautiful park setting! Lots
of good music, great food and good fellowship.
If desired please bring a blanket or lawn chair.
Folding chairs will be provided by each church.

This event is sponsored and supported by the Churches in the Richland County
Ministerial Association.

How much does it cost?

Frequently Asked Questions
This event is Free.

Do I need a ticket?

No tickets are needed.

Can my kids come?

All ages of worshippers are invited to attend. Please note that if you bring
children, you will be responsible to monitor their behavior. We encourage
you to allow your children to worship, however, we ask that you and your
children are respectful of those around you and do not distract people
from worshiping.

What if I don’t attend any of the sponsoring churches? This worship service is open to anyone who
would like to attend and take part in worship. Even though it is being
hosted by multiple local churches, we truly see this as a community event
and all are welcome.
Where do I park?

There is ample parking available in the parking lot and surrounding street
areas. Please obey all posted signage in regards to parking restrictions and
private businesses/homes.

We could go as a group and take the church van. Please let Kathleen Corey-Pittman know if you would
be interested in going.

August 2021
Sun

1

Mon

2

9:15 a.m. – Seekers
Sunday school
9:30 a.m. – Youth
Sunday school
10:30 a.m. – Worship
service with
3:30 p.m. – Worship
service on NOVA

8

Wed

3

4

10:00 a.m. –
7:00 p.m. – Bible
Women’s Bible Study Study

9

16

10

11

Fri

Sat

6

7

13

14

20

21

27

28

Noon: Al Anon

17

19

18

22

24

23

9:15 a.m. – Seekers
Sunday school
9:30 a.m. – Youth
Sunday school
10:30 a.m. – Worship
service with
3:30 p.m. – Worship
service on NOVA

12
Noon: Al Anon

10:00 a.m. –
7:00 p.m. – Bible
Women’s Bible Study Study

9:15 a.m. – Seekers
Sunday school
9:30 a.m. – Youth
Sunday school
10:30 a.m. – Worship
service with
3:30 p.m. – Worship
service on NOVA

5

10:00 a.m. –
7:00 p.m. – Bible
Women’s Bible Study Study

9:15 a.m. – Seekers Noon: Newsletter
Sunday school
deadline
9:30 a.m. – Youth
Sunday school
10:30 a.m. – Worship
service with
3:30 p.m. – Worship
service on NOVA

29

Thu

6:30 p.m. - Trustees

9:15 a.m. – Seekers
Sunday school
9:30 a.m. – Youth
Sunday school
10:30 a.m. – Worship
service with
3:30 p.m. – Worship
service on NOVA

15

Tue

Noon: Al Anon
6:30 p.m. – Ad
Council

25

10:00 a.m. –
7:00 p.m. – Bible
Women’s Bible Study Study

26
8:00 a.m. – Men’s
Breakfast
Noon: Al Anon

30

31
10:00 a.m. –
Women’s Bible Study

Life is full of ups and downs, twists and turns, but with God’s
love “there is no variation or shadow due to change.” Let us
worship the “Father of lights” (James 1:17).

Dear Heavenly Father
Open my eyes, Creator of the universe, that I may see your
heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you
have established; open my ears, that I may hear what the heavens are
telling me about your glory, which transcends all material bounds
and yet deigns to reside with human beings.
May I ever marvel at your tender care for us, and give you thanks
and praise forever. Amen.
--Prayer suggested by Psalms 8 & 19

2

Al Walling

2

Larry Winger

4

Tina Jones

5

Jerry Berres

11 Ron Pittman
11 Isaac Boomfield
14 Jennifer Hall
14 Henry Drone
17 Jireh Shirek
19 Erv Bunge
21 Anya Drone
30 Jennifer Foley
31 Dayne Nimocks

1 Shaun & Jill Tjossem
3 Rick & Tina Jones
8 Dennis & Debbie Sandmire
10 Grant & Stephanie Worthington
11 Ed & Barb Borton
17 Fred & Kate Dillon

Peace United Methodist Church
265 North Church Street
Richland Center, WI 53581
608-647-4559

Sunday Mornings:
9:15 a.m. – Seekers Sunday school class
9:30 a.m. – Youth Sunday school class
10:30 a.m. - Worship Service
3:30 p.m. - Worship Service on NOVA

“Our purpose at Peace is to
make disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world.”

Pastor Rey Díaz
Pastor’s cell phone: 608-475-3677
Pastor’s e-mail: rreydiaz1952@gmail.com

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We are called to bring all into the family of God and deepen/mature their faith in Jesus
.Christ. Using each of our individual gifts, we envision this happening through P-E-A-C-E.
Praise & celebrative worship.
Evangelism - Inviting all to proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord.
Anchored in Word of God.
Compassionate, caring Christian community.
Encompassing Ministries - focusing on the needs of the community and beyond.

Pastor: Rey Díaz
Adm. Assistant: Joan Wheeler
Custodian: Bert Kelsey
Pianist: Pam Kintz
Key Board: Jennifer Hall
Treasurer: Vic Vlasak
Visitation Ministry: Barb Nimocks
Worship Leader: Pam Peterson-Kintz

Joan’s Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday
8:00 a.m. - Noon
working at church
12:30 - 3:00 p.m.
working remotely from
home

Visit our Website at
http://www.umchurchrc.org
or E-mail us at
peaceumc.rc@gmail.com
facebook.com/rcpeaceumc
Worship Service on NOVA:
3:30 p.m. - Sunday Afternoons
Genuine Telecom - 12
Charter (without HD - 95
Charter (with HD) - 984

