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Psalm 34:19 says, “A righteous man may have many troubles, but the Lord delivers him from them all.” 

     My oldest sister Sarah passed away on April 1st, the same day I was returning from New Jersey on my first trip to I see 

her and her children while she was in the hospital. It doesn’t matter the circumstances by which a member of any family 

dies.  Death leaves us with a sense of pain, sorrow and grief that goes on in our mind after the loss of our loved one. We 

can do nothing to change the situation that produces our sorrow, but we can have a good attitude toward God in our 

sufferings.   

     Before I traveled to New York for the funeral service for my sister Sarah, I talked to Gloria Miranda, a retired clergy in 

our Wisconsin Conference, who called me to express her condolences like many others have from different parts of the 

world. I was the first Pastor Gloria Miranda had during the early 1980s in Hempstead United Methodist Church, Long 

Island, New York. She talked to me about Betty Servellon, a faithful member of the congregation in Hempstead. Gloria 

informed me that Betty had lost her husband to cancer, her daughter committed suicide, and her oldest son was killed 

by someone else. I was touched by her losses and wanted to see her.  So, I went to see her at her house, along with my 

sister Elisa.  My visit to her was a big surprise because I did not call her before going to see her. 

     Betty told us she had recently retired from teaching the Bible for 34 years. She shared with us that she had needed 

liver and kidney transplants. The doctor advised her that she needed to sign consent for both organ transplants, but at 

first she refused to do so. She thought other, younger people needed those organs more than her. She felt that she is an 

old woman, so others should receive the benefits of the organs and perhaps would have a longer life than her to enjoy 

the transplants.   

     Finally, after she was pressed by the doctors and nurses to do so, she signed the application to receive the organ 

transplants. To her surprise, in less than a month she received the news that both organs became available from 

Philadelphia. She told me that after the surgery she did not wake up for three days, but on the third day Jesus appeared 

to her while she was on her hospital bed and told her that everything would be fine. After that, she opened her eyes and 

started feeling better.  I only heard words of gratitude toward God from her mouth.  

     I was blessed by my visit to her and by her testimony. I remembered the Word of the Lord that says, “The righteous 

man (or woman) may have many troubles, but the Lord delivers him (or her) from them all.”  Betty has a full conviction of 

the grace and love of God.  

     Yes, sometimes, we feel that our problems are big, but when we look around us our problems seem little compared 

to others. Yet the Lord is always present and will deliver us from them all.  
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