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Psalm 34:19 says, “A righteous man may have many troubles, but the Lord delivers him from them all.”  

 

     My oldest sister Sarah passed away on April 1st, the same day I was returning from New Jersey on my first 

trip to I see her and her children while she was in the hospital. It doesn’t matter the circumstances by which a 

member of any family dies.  Death leaves us with a sense of pain, sorrow and grief that goes on in our mind 

after the loss of our loved one. We can do nothing to change the situation that produces our sorrow, but we can 

have a good attitude toward God in our sufferings.   

     Before I traveled to New York for the funeral service for my sister Sarah, I talked to Gloria Miranda, a 

retired clergy in our Wisconsin Conference, who called me to express her condolences like many others have 

from different parts of the world. I was the first Pastor Gloria Miranda had during the early 1980s in Hempstead 

United Methodist Church, Long Island, New York. She talked to me about Betty Servellon, a faithful member 

of the congregation in Hempstead. Gloria informed me that Betty had lost her husband to cancer, her daughter 

committed suicide, and her oldest son was killed by someone else. I was touched by her losses and wanted to 

see her.  So, I went to see her at her house, along with my sister Elisa.  My visit to her was a big surprise 

because I did not call her before going to see her. 

     Betty told us she had recently retired from teaching the Bible for 34 years. She shared with us that she had 

needed liver and kidney transplants. The doctor advised her that she needed to sign consent for both organ 

transplants, but at first she refused to do so. She thought other, younger people needed those organs more than 

her. She felt that she is an old woman, so others should receive the benefits of the organs and perhaps would 

have a longer life than her to enjoy the transplants.   

     Finally, after she was pressed by the doctors and nurses to do so, she signed the application to receive the 

organ transplants. To her surprise, in less than a month she received the news that both organs became available 

from Philadelphia. She told me that after the surgery she did not wake up for three days, but on the third day 

Jesus appeared to her while she was on her hospital bed and told her that everything would be fine. After that, 

she opened her eyes and started feeling better.  I only heard words of gratitude toward God from her mouth.  

     I was blessed by my visit to her and by her testimony. I remembered the Word of the Lord that says, “The 

righteous man (or woman) may have many troubles, but the Lord delivers him (or her) from them all.”  Betty 

has a full conviction of the grace and love of God.  

     Yes, sometimes, we feel that our problems are big, but when we look around us our problems seem little 

compared to others. Yet the Lord is always present and will deliver us from them all.  

 

Rey Díaz, Pastor 
 

 

TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
   The Tuesday morning group will be starting a new study on the 11

th
 of May. The book is Soul Keeping, 

Caring for the Most Important Part of You, by John Ortberg. We will also be using the Study Guide and the 

DVD. Bibles are also used. Everyone is ordering their own book and study guide. Contact Rosie Steinmetz if 

you need assistance with ordering. We would like to invite you to join us and to share the fellowship and prayer 

support. At this time, we are meeting from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. on Tuesdays at Peace in the sanctuary. There is 

plenty of room to spread out and we have been wearing masks. Entry is the handicap entrance in the south end 

of the parking lot. Pastor Rey has been attending on Tuesday mornings. 



Mission Focus 

City of Refuge in Comayagua, Honduras 

    “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life to one’s friends.” John 15:13. 

February is commonly and secularly known for Valentine’s Day, but as Christians we should 

always make others and ourselves feel loved. We love, because God loved us first. He loved us 

so much He gave His only Son to go to the cross to pay for our past, present and future sins. 

This reason is enough to love others every day, as the scriptures tell us to love one another. Each month we 

develop many activities at IMI. Enhancing our children’s lives is our sole purpose; physically and spiritually. 

 

Pizza experts: It is hard to put into words how much these kids like to cook, especially pizza! Now that the kids 

that were home for the holidays are back, we have more helping hands. They made delicious looking and tasting 

pizza for everyone. Everyone enjoyed pizza for dinner. Even though not all of them get to cook or prepare the 

pizza, they all help doing something different. Some of them cook, some help clean and organize everything 

once they are done and some help clean the dishes. They rotate responsibilities so all of them get to cook 

sometime. 

 

Arts and crafts: Our girls that were home because of the pandemic are now back. They got tested and were 

also in preventive quarantine. The girls kept busy by working on arts and crafts. They recycled bottles to make 

beautiful flower pots. They were very entertained with this creative activity and were also able to use them to 

decorate their personal space. 

 

Computer maintenance: Boys are learning computer maintenance under the computer teacher’s supervision. 

They have learned how to do so in such a meticulous way, being very careful. Especially now that the school 

year is about to begin, these computers need to be in great shape. They have been of great use during the 

pandemic since school is now 100% online. Our kids that study in schools in town receive virtual classes 

throughout the morning, and the kids that still study at IMI School have their lessons during the afternoon. 

 

Phil & Kris Nelson 

Serving Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) in Nampa, Idaho 

Damal Bible Completed! 

   In 1957, newlyweds John and Helen Ellenberger of the Christian and Missionary Alliance boarded a ship in 

New York and set out for Dutch New Guinea (now Papua, Indonesia). MAF transported them interior to begin 

their long career of service to the Damal (Dah-mahl) people. 

   The Damal are a group of approximately 12,000 people—divide by a mountain range. They believed they had 

lost the opportunity to take hold of eternal life, but that someday, they would be given a second chance. When 

missionaries announced the message of eternal life through Jesus Christ, they realized their second chance had 

come! 

   The next step was to bring the gospel to the Damal people living south of the mountain range. MAF helped 

John do an aerial survey to locate a possible airstrip. A place called Jila (Jee-lah) was the only suitable spot, but 

a large problem loomed there, a gigantic boulder protruded from the middle of the would-be airstrip. 

   (More on this next month).  

 

We have exciting news to share with you. 

  Kris and I are pleased to announce that our daughter, Laura, is engaged to be married! There isn’t room for the 

whole story, but Brandon found Laura on a Christian online dating site that she was on for a couple days. It was 

kind of a fluke. They also met right at the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak. We have gotten to know 

Brandon and think he is a great match for Laura. We knew about the pending engagement around Christmas. 

Brandon proposed to Laura at the stroke of midnight on New Year’s Eve. We are planning a small, family only, 

wedding (due to COVID) at a park in Boise, Idaho on June 12
th

. 

 

 

 



Praise:  

 For the completion of the entire Damal Bible and that God’s word will greatly impact these people. 

 Laura and Brandon’s engagement 

Prayers: 

 Preparation for Laura’s wedding 

 Stamina for Kris to finish the school year well. COVID has made this year very challenging. 

 That Kris, myself, and our kids will walk closely with God and be salt and light during these trying 

times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1ST QUARTER SPLIT 
   Thanks to the generous donations given towards our Mission Projects, the Committee was able to split $1,365 

between seven projects. 

   The Nelson’s, Wertz’s and Shirek’s will receive $300.00 each. 

Lydia’s House Ministries, The Richland County Veterans Transportation Program, City of Refuge (the 

orphanage in Comayagua, Honduras) and the Shoe Box Ministry will receive $116.25 each. 

   The Missions Committee wishes to thank all who contributed towards our missionaries and missions.  

 

EASTER NEWS 
   Our Easter offering donations came to $1,201. We will be splitting the money 3 ways for our three 

missionaries. The Nelson’s and Wertz’s will each receive $400.33, the Shirek’s will receive $400.34. 

  The Missions Committee is thrilled with such a wonder outpouring of love for our three missionaries. We 

know they will appreciate the extra bonus they will be receiving as it makes such a huge different in the lives of 

the people they serve. 

 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER - Thursday, May 6, 2021 

   The Noon Prayer Service will be held on the lawn at the Courthouse. In the event of rain, it will be held at the 

Free Methodist Church. 

   Prayers will include:  
Prayer for the Executive Branch, National and state leaders 

Prayer for Congress   Prayer for Businesses  

Prayer for Judicial Branch  Open time for Prayer 

Prayer for the military  Prayer for the schools 

Prayer for the Churches  Prayer for Families 

    Area pastors will lead the prayers. The public is invited to this Prayer Service. 

 

2021 Mission Report 
          Mission:          February                   Year to Date 

Phil & Kris Nelson         $  425.00       $  475.00 

Lowell & Claudia Wertz            450.00          525.00 

Jason & Deb Shirek             425.00              625.00 

Lydia’s House                                                                        -0-                                -0- 

Disabled Vets                 -0-            50.00 

Shoe Boxes                 -0-               -0- 

Honduras Orphanage                                                             -0-                                 -0- 

Missions             340.00                      845.00 

4
th

 Sunday offerings                                  500.00           520.00     

Shoebox postage               -0-               -0- 

Children’s Missions                     -0- 

Total                     $2,140.00            $3,040.00 

 

 



Dear Peace UMC, 

   On behalf of the women, children and men we serve, the Passages staff, volunteers, board 

and directors and I want to thank you for your very generous donation of $296.50.  

   When people ask me what makes Passages different from other non-profits, I reply that 

Passages saves lives. Countless times, a sexual assault or domestic violence survivor has 

shared with me what Passages has meant to her and her children—safety from harm, peaceful sleep, learning 

that they are not to blame, and are not alone. 

   We are so very grateful for your financial gift to Passages during this time of uncertainty in the world. 

Passages is strong because of your support and generosity. We wish you and your families continued good 

health and a happiness in 2021. 

   Sincerely, 

Shannon Roberts, Executive Director 

 

 

THE ALPHONSE & HAZEL CORNER 
   We’re back! Or I should say you know who is back in the office. On her second week 

working in the office, she found us hanging from a wall hanging. I won’t tell you what we 

were doing to Pam, but she got even with us. 

   Oh it’s so good to be appreciated even if we do get into trouble all the time. We were sort 

of good while she was working remotely from home. Even though she still works remotely 

in the afternoon, we do like having her back. We like hearing her tell us to get away from whatever we’re not 

supposed to be near. It’s usually near the copier when its printing or the papers she has stacked on the counter. 

She really insulted us when she said we listen as good as her cats do. Oh to say that to a mouse! However, we 

want to thank her two cats—Mike and Mack for standing in for us while she was working fulltime at home. 

They did a good job for cats. 

   Well things are slowly getting back to a somewhat normal around here. Joan is still bringing things from 

home that she used when she was fulltime there. She still takes some things home in her back pack to work on 

in the afternoons and then usually brings them back in the morning.  

   I suppose we should tell you the deadline for the June issue of Peace to You. It will be Monday, May 17
th

, at 

noon. Please have all articles to her by that time.  

   Joan is getting ready to pack up for the morning, so I guess Hazel and I will go find something to do. There’s 

no candy or cookies to eat, so we are out of luck there. Just paper and that gets boring after a bit. Well stay safe 

everyone and remember to wear your face mask and social distance. Hazel and I have our masks on when there 

are people around. Bye for now! 

    

 

PENTECOST  - MAY 23RD TO NOVEMBER 14TH  
   Fifty years after Jesus’ resurrection, on a day called Pente-cost, the Christian Church was born. 

Because Pentecost was a holiday celebrating the harvest (a bit like our Thanksgiving), the apostles 

and a large crowd had gathered to celebrate in Jerusalem. 

  
2
“Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole  house where 

they were sitting. 
3
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 

4
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the spirit enabled them.” 

Acts 2:2-4 NIV 

   As the wind and fire descended all sorts of languages, known and unknown, came out of the crowd. Each 

person spoke “about God’s deeds of power” (verse 11). No wonder Luke wrote, “All were amazed and 

perplexed saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’” 

   The whole affair was mind-boggling and life-changing. The Holy Spirit had come upon many people; they 

knew God was powerfully at work in their midst. 

   On Pentecost many years ago, some 3,000 people came to believe in Christ. That’s why today Christians 

remember the powerful event as the birthday of the church. 



MOTHERS 
Real Mothers don't eat quiche; they don't have time to make it. 

 

Real Mothers know that their kitchen utensils are probably in the sandbox. 

 

Real Mothers often have sticky floors, filthy ovens and happy kids. 

 

Real Mothers know that dried play dough doesn't come out of carpets. 

 

Real Mothers don't want to know what the vacuum just sucked up. 

 

Real Mothers sometimes ask 'Why me?' and get their answer when a little voice says, 'Because I love you best.' 

 

Real Mothers know that a child's growth is not measured by height or years or grade... It is marked by the 

progression of Mommy to Mom to Mother... 

 
THE IMAGES OF MOTHER 
4 YEARS OF AGE - My Mommy can do anything! 

 

8 YEARS OF AGE - My Mom knows a lot! A whole lot! 

 

12 YEARS OF AGE - My Mother doesn't really know quite everything. 

 

14 YEARS OF AGE - Naturally, Mother doesn't know that, either. 

 

16 YEARS OF AGE - Mother? She's hopelessly old-fashioned. 

 

18 YEARS OF AGE - That old woman? She's way out of date! 

 

25 YEARS OF AGE - Well, she might know a little bit about it! 

 

35 YEARS OF AGE - Before we decide, let's get Mom's opinion. 

 

45 YEARS OF AGE - Wonder what Mom would have thought about it? 

 

65 YEARS OF AGE - Wish I could talk it over with Mom. 

 

The beauty of a woman is not in the clothes she wears, the figure that she carries, or the way she combs her hair. 

 

The beauty of a woman must be seen from in her eyes, because that is the doorway to her heart, 

the place where love resides. 

 

The beauty of a woman is not in a facial mole, but true beauty in a woman is reflected in 

her soul. 

It is the caring that she lovingly gives, the passion that she shows, and the beauty of a 

woman with passing years only grows! 

 
 
 



MAY MINISTRY ROSTER
 

SOUND SYSTEM OPERATORS      ATTENDANCE 
5-02 Paul Knower        3-28 32 

5-09 Nyman Olson        4-04 52 

 5-16 Dave Turk        4-11 35 

 5-23 Nyman Olson        4-18 24 

 5-30 Dave Turk        4-25 35 
 

GENERAL FUND – MARCH      SPECIAL DAYS 
$   12,394.24  - 2020 Ending Balance       6

th
 – National Day of Prayer 

     28,080.57 – January-March Revenue      9
th

 – Mother’s Day 

   -28,253.73 – January – March Expenses    13
th

 – Ascension Day 

$  12,221.08 – Balance as of 3-31-2021    23
rd

 – Pentecost 

         24
th

 – Victoria Day (Canada) 

         30
th

 – Trinity Sunday 

         31
st
 – Memorial Day 

 

MEMORIAL DAY 
Is it enough to think today   Is it enough to sing a song    

Of all our brave, then put away   And deck a grave; and all year long 

The thought until a year has sped?  Forget the brave who died that we  

Is this full honor for our dead?  Might keep our great land proud and free? 

    

     Full service needs a greater toll, 

     That we who live give heart and soul 

     To keep the land they died to save, 

     And be ourselves, in turn, the brave! 

                   

 THREE INTERWOVEN CIRCLES 
   Each circle in this symbol represents one of the Persons of the Holy Trinity – the Father, the Son 

and the Holy Spirit. The circles, having no beginning and no end, signify the Trinity’s eternal 

nature. The circles interlacing symbolizes unity. In the center is a triangle, an ancient symbol of the 

Trinity. 

 

 

AT HOME WITH CHRIST 
   In The Longing for Home, Frederick Buechner writes: “The word longing comes from the same root as the 

word long in the sense of length in either time or space. The word belong, so that in its full richness to long 

suggests to yearn for a long time for something that is a long way off. Something that we feel we belong to and 

that belongs to us.  “…The home we long for and belong to is finally where Christ is. I believe that home is 

Christ’s kingdom, which exists both within us and among us as we wend our prodigal ways through the world 

in search of it.” 

   While awaiting our heavenly home, we pray: Most High God, be our shelter from the storms and our dwelling 

place. May we always be at home with you in the eternal household you have prepared for those who love you. 

And may Christ always find a pleasant home in and among us. As you have welcomed us into your family, give 

us the compassion to welcome others into our own homes and lives, knowing that as we do it unto the least of 

these, we do it unto Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
                                                                                                                                                                      Adapted from The Wired Word 

 

 



 May  2021  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  
 

2  
9:15 a.m. – Seekers 
Sunday school  

9:30 a.m. – Youth 
Sunday school  

10:30 a.m. – Worship 
Service with 
Communion  

3:30 p.m. – Worship 
service on NOVA 

3  
 

4  
10:00 a.m. – 
Women’s Bible Study 

5 Cinco De Mayo 
7:00 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

6  
Noon – National Day 
of Prayer on the 
Court House lawn 

In case of rain: at the 
Free Methodist 
Church 

 

6:30 p.m. - Trustees 

 

7  
 

8  
 

9 Mother's Day 
9:15 a.m. – Seekers 
Sunday school  

9:30 a.m. – Youth 
Sunday school  

10:30 a.m. – Worship 
Service  

3:30 p.m. – Worship 
service on NOVA 

 

10  
 

11  
10:00 a.m. – 
Women’s Bible Study 

12  
7:00 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

13  
 

14  
 

15 Armed Forces Day 
 

16  
9:15 a.m. – Seekers 
Sunday school  

9:30 a.m. – Youth 
Sunday school  

10:30 a.m. – Worship 
Service  

3:30 p.m. – Worship 
service on NOVA 

7:00 p.m. – RC 
Baccalaureate 

17  
Noon – Newsletter 
deadline 

18  
10:00 a.m. – 
Women’s Bible Study 

19  
7:00 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

20  
6:30 p.m. – Ad 
Council 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
9:15 a.m. – Seekers 
Sunday school  

9:30 a.m. – Youth 
Sunday school  

10:30 a.m. – Worship 
Service  

3:30 p.m. – Worship 
service on NOVA 

24  
 

25  
10:00 a.m. – 
Women’s Bible Study 

26  
7:00 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
9:15 a.m. – Seekers 
Sunday school  

9:30 a.m. – Youth 
Sunday school  

10:30 a.m. – Worship 
Service  

3:30 p.m. – Worship 
service on NOVA 

31 Memorial Day 
The office is closed 

“If at first you don’t succeed, try doing it the way mom told you to 
in the beginning.” 

--Unknown 

 

“If you find it in your heart to care for somebody else, you will have 
succeeded.” 

--Maya Angelou 



 
    

 

5 Victor Vlasak  

12 Brian Moore  

13 Donna Sharp  

14 Dick Martin  

17 Kathleen Corey-Pittman  

17 Gabriel Tjossem  

17 Gavin Tjossem  

17 Scott Sawle  

20 Betty Harvey  

20 Dave Foley  

21 Maureen Kelsey  

23 Alan Marshall  

24 Jena Keller  

26 Peg Moser  

27 Katherine Hall  

29 Gregg Gochenaur  

30 Gene McKee  

30 Sue Fowell  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

 

15 Jim & Monica Deaver  

16 Leonard & Connie Frye  

18 Gregg & Deanna Gochenaur  

23 Tim & Michelle Woodman  

26 Scott & Teri Sawle  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Peace United Methodist Church    Sunday Mornings: 

265 North Church Street      9:15 a.m. – Seekers Sunday school 

Richland Center, WI 53581       9:30 a.m. – Youth Sunday school 

608-647-4559                   10:30 a.m. - Worship Service 

                      3:30 p.m. - Worship Service on NOVA 

          

  

         

         

“Our purpose at Peace is to        

make disciples of Jesus Christ for      

the transformation of the world.”      

    

 

Pastor Rey Díaz 
Pastor’s cell phone: 608-475-3677 

Pastor’s e-mail: rreydiaz1952@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor: Rey Díaz    Joan’s Office Hours:     Visit our Website at 

Adm. Assistant: Joan Wheeler     Monday-Thursday: http://www.umchurchrc.org 

Custodian: Bert Kelsey      8:00 – 11:30 a.m.  or E-mail us at     

Pianist: Pam Kintz      Noon – 3:00 p.m.   peaceumc.rc@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Vic Vlasak       working remotely  Facebook.com/rcpeaceumce 

Visitation Ministry: Barb Nimocks from home   

Worship Leader: Pam Peterson-Kintz     

                Worship Service on NOVA: 
          3:30 p.m. - Sunday Afternoons 

          Genuine Telecom - 12 

          Charter (without HD) - 95 

          Charter (with HD) - 984  

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We are called to bring all into the family of God and deepen/mature their faith in 

Jesus Christ. Using each of our individual gifts, we envision this happening 

through P-E-A-C-E. 

Praise & celebrative worship. 

Evangelism - Inviting all to proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

Anchored in the Word of God. 

Compassionate, caring Christian community. 

Encompassing Ministries - focusing on the needs of the community and beyond. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


