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   Spring began Saturday, March 20
th

 and ends Sunday, June 20, 2021 with the beginning of summer. Spring is 

the time when the grass turns green, the trees start sprouting leaves, and the flowers begin blooming. Mother 

Nature brings to life every plant in the northern hemisphere as the weather changes from the cold of winter into 

weather more comfortable for us to be outside of our houses. During the last year many of us have been less 

active in doing what we enjoy doing outside the house, but those among us who like to do gardening will find it 

good to go again out into our back or front yards and work in our gardens. 

 

   When we deal with our gardens, we need to clean around the plants growing in the soil and remove anything 

that will not allow the plant to keep growing. We need to water the plants and make sure they get the right 

amount of sunlight to grow healthy and strong. The intense care of the gardener during planting begins to show 

its rewards after the plants start growing. Then the fruit of the plant bring us joy as we see that the day of the 

harvest gets closer and closer. 

 

   Life itself is like a garden, so we need to take good care of our body, soul, and spirit. The church’s ministry 

needs the care of people like you and me the same way plants need a gardener that, with constant care, helps the 

plant to reach its full potential designed by God. Spring is also a time to plant the seeds of the gospel. As we are 

preparing the soil, let us ask God in prayer to send upon the land showers of His blessings, so that the people in 

this place will be ready whenever God moves us to go out into our community and proclaim the good news of 

salvation. 

 

  The second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ is near. Therefore, we the members of the Christian church need 

to be on guard and declaring to the world that Jesus will bring peace into our hearts. We need to be ready for the 

glorious day of the Lord. Jesus wants everyone to repent, to turn away from his or her evil ways, and accept the 

pardon Jesus offers to all sinners. Easter is a good time to remind everyone who is living in our time, that Jesus 

is the only way to experience peace with God. With his death, Jesus opened up the heavens to us, so that those 

who believe in him can pass from death to eternal life. 

 

   Let us pray for one another that the Lord God Almighty will strengthen our faith and our devotion to God and 

keep us marching to Zion …beautiful, beautiful Zion! We are marching to Zion, the beautiful city of God. 

 

 Rev. Rey Díaz, Pastor 
 

 

AN EASTER PRAYER 
   From the grave’s depths, Lord Jesus Christ, you emerged, breaking the hold of sin, death and hell, that those 

who trust in you might share in your righteousness, life and beloved community with God the Father and all 

God's children. We bow in awe before your majesty, giving thanks for your grace extended so bountifully to us. 

By the power of your Spirit who lives within us, may we share the astonishing news of your resurrection with 

others, that they also may know your saving grace. Amen. 

 

 

 



EASTER LILIES 
   Easter is April 4

th
. If you wish to bring an Easter lily to church on that day, please do so. 

Please take the lily home with you after the worship service as we are not able to take them 

into the nursing homes. We will once again put in the bulletin if they are in memory of or in 

honor of someone.  

   If you wish to bring in the lily prior to Sunday, please call Joan at 475-2203 and she’ll meet 

you at church. 

 

COVID-19 UPDATE  

FROM THE CDC 
   The new variant is multiplying faster than people think. It is more contagious and more deadly than the 

original COVID-19 virus. They recommend that we keep all COVID guidelines in place. Places overseas are 

now beginning to shut down again to try and prevent the spread once more.  

 

   A person is considered fully vaccinated two weeks after receiving the last required dose of vaccine. However, 

the CDC requested that fully vaccinated people continue to take these COVID-19 precautions when in public, 

when visiting with other people from multiple households and when around unvaccinated people who are at 

high risk of getting severely ill for COVID-19. You can still get the virus and pass it on to others. 

 

   While the new guidelines are a positive step, the vast majority of people need to be fully vaccinated before 

COVID-19 precautions can be lifted broadly. Until then, it is important that everyone continues to adhere to 

public health mitigation measures to protect the larger number of people who remain unvaccinated. 
                      
Jerusalem OBITUARIES 33 AD 

Calvary 

   Jesus Christ, 33 of Nazareth died Friday on Mount Calvary, also known as Golgotha, the place of the skull. 

Betrayed by the Apostle Judas, Jesus was crucified by the Romans, by order of the Ruler Pontius Pilate. The 

causes of death were crucifixion, extreme exhaustion, severe torture, and loss of blood. 

 

   Jesus Christ, a descendant of Abraham, was a member of the house of David. He was the Son of the late 

Joseph a carpenter of Nazareth and Mary, His devoted mother. Jesus was born in a stable in the city of 

Bethlehem, Judea. He is survived by His mother Mary, His faithful Apostles, numerous disciples and many 

other followers. 

 

   Jesus was self-educated and spent most of his adult life working as a Teacher. Jesus also occasionally worked 

as a Medical Doctor and it is reported that He healed many patients. Up until the time of His death, Jesus was 

teaching and sharing the Good News, healing the sick, touching the lonely, feeding the hungry, and helping the 

poor. 

 

   Jesus was most noted for telling parables about His Father’s Kingdom and performing miracles such as 

feeding over 5,000 people with only five loaves of bread and two fish, and healing a man who was born blind. 

On the day before His death, He held a Last Supper celebrating the Passover Feast, at which He foretold His 

death. 

 

   The body was quickly buried in a stone grave, which was donated by Joseph of Arimathea, a loyal friend of 

the family. By order of Pontius Pilate, a boulder was rolled in front of the tomb. Roman soldiers were put on 

guard. 

 

  In lieu of flowers, the family has requested that everyone try to live as Jesus did. Donations may be sent to 

anyone in need. 

 
 
 



Mission Focus 
City of Refuge in Comayagua, Honduras 

   We are so excited to start a new year! 2021 is full of promises and new beginnings. Despite 

all of the challenges, we are confident and will not be discouraged in chasing our goals and 

dreams. School will start soon for our kids, and they are motivated to continue pursuing their 

life goals. That having been said, the kids have had a lot of fun this month, relaxing and getting 

their bodies and minds ready to start school. Welcome to another year of fun and mercy from our Beloved! 

 

Sports: The kids are always ready to play any kind of sport. This time, they are practicing for the Olympics 

with street hockey, ping-pong, volleyball, soccer and basketball. They focus on the fundamentals, such as 

balance, communication and teamwork. They’ve been doing small tournaments between themselves, and they 

are doing quite well. Sports have been such a huge part in the recovery and social inclusion of these kids. They 

feel free and empowered whenever they are placed on a field, and they are incredibly good.  

 

 

Jason & Deb Shirek 

Serving In HIM Ministry in Lobatse, Botswana 

Dear Family & Friends, 

   Village Outreaches and assisting other missionaries with the difficulties of returning to the field have 

encompassed most of February and March.  To start, we are so blessed that our friends from Alaska made it 

back to Botswana, albeit with quite a few hiccups.  They were able to bring us much needed financial cards and 

documents that have been waiting to make the trip to us since February 2020.  Even more, we were blessed to 

be able to help them sort out many logistical obstacles in order to return deep into the bush of Botswana.  We 

ask for prayers for them, Tucker Family, as they are beginning a new ministry work in a part of Botswana that 

only speaks bush languages and with a people where poverty is almost guaranteed.  They will need to fulfill 

physical needs in order to open the doors for spiritual input.  We have a trip planned in the near future to help 

them get settled (13 hours away through 'roadless' bush).   

 

   We just completed an Outreach in the village of Metlobo.  It was meant to be a time to reach the unreached, 

but the senior member of the church passed away of COVID the week before the outreach.  The pastor told us 

the members were not only hurting but suddenly quite afraid, as that village hadn't previously had testing 

available - so no record of COVID had existed and now it is spreading rapidly.  Pastor Isaac asked for our 

presence, as the extended family of the deceased were insisting on performing a service with their local witch 

doctor to gain favor for the family left behind, but he promised them we would take care of ministering with the 

family and that Mothusi (deceased) didn't hold to their other beliefs.  We took 16 volunteers to join the 

members for church, to encourage the children, feed and support 20 families in their homes, and pray with 

them.  We went, not knowing exactly what we would be asked to do; God had plans for us.  As we drove into 

the last plot we were led to deliver a meal at, it was after 6 and the sun was already going down, the old lady 

began weeping, because she had had no food to feed the family of 8 for that day. It was an answer to her cries 

and prayers and touched us deeply.  

 

   For now, we are looking to the end of March, when we find out if curfews, limits on gatherings, and ministry 

will change yet.  Many of the kids from Children's Church have begun visiting our house this month, asking 

when we can meet again.  We aren't allowed yet, but we just encouraged them that we miss them and will start 

once the government opens up that avenue again.   

 

In HIM, Jason & Deb Shirek 

 

Lowell & Claudia Wertz  

Serving Joy in the Harvest in Kigoma, Tanzania 
Dear Friends, 

   We have been isolating for months. With great joy we got our Moderna vaccinations. I thought we would be 

heading back to Tanzania now, but COVID is causing more hiccups. 



   Reports from Tanzania indicate an upsurge of virus—probably the South African variant. Moderna confirms 

the current vaccine has a six-fold drop in protection for this variant. They have developed a one shot “booster” 

for the South African variant and it is now in human trials. Those in Tanzania, who know the situation, are 

advising us to slow down our return. The Tanzanian government is slow to release information and are against 

vaccinating its people. We will delay our trip home for a few more months, until we can get the Moderna 

booster shot. 

 

   Another hiccup. Our Radio JOY relay station, which we have been designing for months, is seeing great 

progress. We finally found a technical solution (using a microwave link) to get our signal to the relay station 

that will allow Radio JOY to be heard by thousands more people. We just learned that some of the equipment 

won’t be available for 6 to 8 weeks due to COVID. This equipment is to go in the shipping container we plan to 

send before we leave for Africa. 

 

   God leads with both the red and green traffic lights of life. We miss our work, friends, and home in Tanzania. 

We have been isolated, but not alone. You have been with us in prayer, finance, and love. And God’s presence 

means we are never alone. 

 

   For the last 8 weeks, I have been cleaning and organizing our computers. Over 25 years of documents – 

thousands of them – tell the story of Joy in the Harvest. Names poured forth. Your names. I prayed for those 

names. It became a spiritual adventure that showed me again an important truth. Joy in the Harvest is the result 

of thousands of people obeying Christ’s Great Commission. Through His people, God has done a great thing in 

Africa. Financially, we ended 2020 in the black. We are so grateful! This mission work has been upheld by you 

through the most difficult time. He knows and He will bless you! 

 

 Love, Lowell & Claudia 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICES 
   Good Friday services will be held in different locations. The 1:00 p.m. service will be via WRCO, NOVA and 

Facebook with several area pastors reading scripture. 

  The 6:00 p.m. worship service will be in person at Park Street Christian Church. Several pastors will be taking 

part in that service as well. 

 

 

2021 Mission Report 
          Mission:          February                   Year to Date 

Phil & Kris Nelson         $   25.00       $     50.00 

Lowell & Claudia Wertz             25.00             75.00 

Jason & Deb Shirek              50.00               200.00 

Lydia’s House                                                                        -0-                                -0- 

Disabled Vets                 -0-             50.00 

Shoe Boxes                 -0-               -0- 

Honduras Orphanage                                                             -0-                                 -0- 

Missions             140.00                      505.00 

Passages                           -0-                     -0- 

4
th

 Sunday offerings                                     -0-             20.00     

4
th

 Sunday school offerings              -0-                        -0- 

Shoebox postage               -0-               -0- 

Children’s Missions                     -0- 

Total                     $  240.00            $  900.00 

 



Dear Peace Church, 

   Thank you for supporting Lydia’s House. It’s been a busy winter for the mission. 

Stacey Martyniuk, Treasurer 

 

Dear Peace United Methodist Church, 

   Thank you again for allowing our Al Anon group to meet at your church when able. We hope to resume when 

we all feel a little safer.  

   Sincerely, 

Donna Rockweiler, Treasurer 

 

(Editor’s note:  Al Anon has been meeting faithfully through virtual meetings since the Pandemic struck us so 

hard. As Donna stated, they will begin to meet in person on Thursdays at noon again when they all feel safe. 

Please keep this wonderful ministry in your prayers.) 

 

Dear Friends at Peace UMC, 

   Your support has kept the ministries of Joy in the Harvest (feeding center, computer school, destitute camp, 

refugees, and Radio JOY) going strong. You are helping people who need God’s love! 

   Lowell and I want to THANK YOU for your gift of $317. I’m sending this note with our quarterly newsletter 

so I could slip this in and save postage. 

   May God continue to bless you! 

   Love, Lowell & Claudia 

 

 THE MIKE AND MACK CORNER 
   Well here we are once again. This will probably be our last column as Joan will be working some from the 

church office, so we figure Alphonse and Hazel will take over. Joan hasn’t found them hanging from different 

places in her office, so they must be sort of good. I don’t know as I’m a cat and they are mice. We both love to 

chase our toy mouse around the house quite a bit. We even get a squeal out of you know who when she steps on 

it cause it’s kind of squishy. At one time, we had two mice but we sort of destroyed the first one. Can’t figure 

out how all that white stuff came out of it. Oops, we forgot to tell you. Mike and I (Mack) are writing this 

together this month. For once we are cooperating and not fighting for attention. 

   Spring has sprung and Easter is just around the corner this year. That means much warmer weather with the 

windows open so we can sit next to the screen and get all the fresh air we want. It also means you know who 

will be mowing her lawn every week unless it grows really fast and she has to mow it a couple of times a week. 

We don’t like the noise but we do love watching her work outside. We sit in the windows and watch. That’s a 

lot of fun! 

   Spring fever has sprung on you know who. She is already planning on what flowers she wants to plant in the 

planters at church. I know she’s itching to get over to Viroqua to see the flowers at the hardware store again. 

There are a couple of nurseries on the way over that we know she will stop at.  

   Someone has informed us that we should let everyone know of the deadline for the May issue of Peace to 

You. It will be Monday, April 19
th

, at noon. 

   It’s actually our nap time now, so we are going to go and find a cozy place to sleep for a few hours. Please 

continue to stay safe. Have a beautiful spring and enjoy the weather.  Mike and Mack saying good bye. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FRAN! 
   On April 7

th
, Fran Cooper will turn100! Please send her a birthday card congratulating her 

on achieving this wonder time in her life. Fran is fully vaccinated however, we aren’t sure 

when she will be returning to church. She has stated to your editor that she misses seeing 

her friends at Peace, she misses being in person for the worship services and she misses our 

talks in the van on Sundays. Fran, we miss you as well.  

   Fran’s address is: June Francis Cooper, 1400 West Seminary St, Richland Center. Let’s make her special day 

and send her lots of birthday cards. 

 



APRIL MINISTRY ROSTER
 

SOUND SYSTEM OPERATORS      ATTENDANCE 
4-04 Paul Knower       2-28 27 

4-11 Nyman Olson       3-07 30 

               4-18    Dave Turk          3-14    38 

               4-25     Nyman Olson         3-21    35 

              
 

GENERAL FUND – FEBRUARY       SPECIAL DAYS 
$  12,394.24  - 2020 Ending Balance     1

st
: Maundy Thursday 

   18,365.90 – January – February Revenue    2
nd

: Good Friday 

  -16,328.31 – January – February Expenses    4
th

: Easter 

   14,431.83 – Balance as of 2-28-2021    21
st
: Administrative Professionals Day 

 

LILY 
   The lily that blooms around Easter is a symbol of Christ’s resurrection because it rises from a 

seemly lifeless bulb decaying in the ground. It is also used as a symbol of Christ himself. The lily, 

a symbol of purity, is often used to represent the Virgin Mary. 

 

 

TYING TOGETHER THE TESTAMENTS 
   In most non-English-speaking nations, the holy day of Easter is known by a word derived from the Hebrew 

word for Passover: Pesach. In Greek, it is Pasch; in Latin, Pascha; in Spanish, Pascua; and in French, Paques. 

   Every spring, Jewish people observe the Passover festival to commemorate how God delivered them from 

slavery in Egypt. The Christian observance of the Lord’s Supper (the Eucharist, Holy Communion or the Lord’s 

Table) originated with Jesus sharing the Passover Seder meal with his disciples the night Judas betrayed him. 

   Jesus connected the Exodus story with his own mission: becoming a “Paschal Lamb: to save this people from 

the slavery of sin and its consequences. 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
   Pastor Rey wants to reopen the church after Easter. This means Joan will be working in the office but on a 

limited basis. She will work from 8:00 – 11:00 a.m. in the office and 11:30 – 3:00 p.m. remotely from home. 

This will continue until she feels comfortable working in person in the office full time. 

   There will be restrictions when entering the office. Everyone will wear a face mask and social distance. If you 

are ill, please stay home. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TO START 
   After April 4

th
, Easter Sunday, we will be offering Sunday school classes again. Those who feel comfortable 

attending are invited to do so. Seekers Class will be open for people with social distancing and the 2
nd

 – 12
th

 

grades will also have Sunday school. Searchers Class will not be meeting at this time.  

 

VAN BACK IN ACTION 
      Starting April 4

th
, if you wish to ride the Church van, please call Joan at 475-2203 and she’ll pick you up. 

Face masks will be required to ride the van. If you are sick, please stay home. When Terry Nimocks gets back 

the end of April, he will be helping with the driving. 

 

 
 



 April  2021  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 Holy Thursday 
 

2 Good Friday 
 

3  
 

4 Easter 
9:30 a.m. – Sunday 
school 

 

10:30 a.m. – Worship 
Service with 
Communion 

 

3:30 p.m. – Worship 
service on NOVA 

5  
 

6  
10:00 a.m. – 
Women’s Bible Study 

7  
7:00 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

8  
6:30 p.m. – Ad 
Council Meeting 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
9:30 a.m. – Sunday 
school 

 

10:30 a.m. – Worship 
Service  

 

3:30 p.m. – Worship 
service on NOVA 

12  
 

13  
10:00 a.m. – 
Women’s Bible Study 

14  
7:00 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

15 Tax Day (Taxes 

Due) 
 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
9:30 a.m. – Sunday 
school 

 

10:30 a.m. – Worship 
Service  

 

3:30 p.m. – Worship 
service on NOVA 

19  
Noon – Deadline for 
the newsletter 

20  
10:00 a.m. – 
Women’s Bible Study 

21 Administrative 

Professionals 
7:00 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

22 Earth Day 
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
9:30 a.m. – Sunday 

School 

 

10:30 a.m. – Worship 
Service  

 

3:30 p.m. – Worship 
service on NOVA 

26  
 

27  
10:00 a.m. – 
Women’s Bible Study 

28  
7:00 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

29  
 

30 Arbor Day 
 

 

             KINDNESS 
Kind hearts are the gardens.  

King thoughts are the roots. 

Kind words are the flowers. 

Kind deeds are the fruits. 

 

Take care of your garden 

and keep out the weeds.  

Fill it with sunshine,  

kind words and kind deeds. 

                                        --Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

   



 
 

 

 
 

 

2 Mitch Woodman  

3 Linda Rohn  

4 Sharon Zales  

5 Monica Deaver  

6 Austin Kaszubski  

7 June Frances Cooper (100 yrs)  

10 Mary Lorraine Ewing  

12 Eric Schultz  

14 Jerry Kintz  

18 Rosanne Knower  

21 Arlene Fruit  

20 Luddie Wallace  

26 Anita Bunge  

27 Jan Hewuse  

28 Carter Schultz  

28 Jordan Kaszubski  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

 

9 Dick & Jan Hewuse  

17 Martin & Linda Rohn (50 yrs)  

21 Alan & Chris Marshall  

27 Ed & Barb Nazer, Jr.  

30 Jay & Doris Kanable  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 



 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Peace United Methodist Church                  Sunday Mornings: 

265 North Church Street     9:15 a.m. – Seekers Sunday school class 

Richland Center, WI 53581                           9:30 a.m. – 2
nd

 – 12
th

 Grades Sunday school 

608-647-4559                 10:30 a.m. - Worship Service 

                                       3:30 p.m. - Worship Service on NOVA 

                         

 

               

“Our purpose at Peace is to        

make disciples of Jesus Christ for      

the transformation of the world.”      

           

 

Pastor Rey Díaz 
Pastor’s cell phone: 608-475-3677 

Pastor’s e-mail: rreydiaz1952@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

 

 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor: Rey Díaz      Joan’s Office Hours:    Visit our Website at 

Adm. Assistant: Joan Wheeler     Monday-Thursday: http://www.umchurchrc.org 

Custodian: Bert Kelsey      8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. or E-mail us at  

Pianist: Pam Kintz                         in the office  peaceumc.rc@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Vic Vlasak   11:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. facebook.com/rcpeaceumc           

Visitation Ministry: Barb Nimocks                    remotely from home                                             

Worship Leader: Pam Peterson-Kintz    475-2203  Worship Service on NOVA: 

                     3:30 p.m. - Sunday Afternoons 

                     Genuine Telecom - 12 

          Charter (without HD) - 95 

          Charter (with HD- 984 
 

 

 

 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We are called to bring all into the family of God and deepen/mature their faith in Jesus 

Christ. Using each of our individual gifts, we envision this happening through P-E-A-C-E. 

Praise & celebrative worship. 

Evangelism - Inviting all to proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

Anchored in the Word of God. 

Compassionate, caring Christian community. 

Encompassing Ministries - focusing on the needs of the community and beyond. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


