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1 John 4:18 “There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear because fear has to do with punishment.
The one who fears is not made perfect in love.”
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Today, I want to share with you what John wrote to the members of his community during the first century. The church
was going through turmoil everywhere. The members of the church were persecuted, tortured, killed, and wrongly abused
by Roman and Jewish authorities. They had to hide from the persecution, run away, and move from one place to the
next. Previous to the verse we are using for this reflection, he is talking about having confidence in the Day of Judgment,
because in this world we are like him.
How could they have confidence in the Day of Judgment, if they were facing so much turmoil around them? The only
way they could have confidence was when they were living in God. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God and
God in him. Now we are discovering why we need to have confidence inside us! It is because God lives within us. Love is
not outside us; love is living inside us! That is the reason why love is made complete among us--so that we will have
confidence on the Day of Judgment.
The Christian community of the first century had many reasons to be afraid. The level of adrenaline rose in them when
they were under the stress of persecution. It is almost impossible not to feel fear, especially when you do not know what
the outcome of any dangerous situation will be. How can we paraphrase “there is no fear in God?” Our perfect God drives
out fear because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in God.
If God is love, you can substitute the word love for God. When someone has been filling up with God, who is love,
love drives out his or her fear. Fear leads to punishment, but Christians are perfected in God’s love.
Why have I chosen this verse from the letter of 1 John? God wants his children not to be living in fear. If you believe
in God, God dwells in you. Fear is eradicated. Everyone needs to be careful in observing his or her doctor’s
recommendations, but we cannot live in fear.
I encourage you to come to church on Easter Sunday and stop living in fear because God wants to perfect you in
love. If you cannot come to church Easter Sunday because of your health conditions, I understand and hope you have a
Happy Easter.
In Christ,
Rev. Rey Diaz, Pastor

GOD IN MY HANDS
When I was ready to give up on the Church, it was the sacraments that pulled me back.
When my faith had become little more than an abstraction, a set of propositions to be affirmed or denied, the
tangible, tactile nature of the sacraments invited me to touch, smell, taste, hear, and see God in the stuff of
everyday life again. They got God out of my head and into my hands. They reminded me that Christianity isn’t
meant to simply be believed; it’s meant to be lived, shared, eaten, spoken, and enacted in the presence of other
people. They reminded me that, try as I may, I can’t be a Christian on my own.
--Rachel Held Evans

CHANGE:
IS IT TIME FOR CHANGE?
“’Even now,’ declares the LORD, ‘return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.”
Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious and compassionate,
slow to anger and abounding in love, and He relents from sending calamity. Who knows? He may turn and
relent and leave behind a blessing — grain offerings and drink offerings for the LORD your God.’”
~Joel 2:12-14
With February comes the cold dark days of Lent. Are you ready? Are you ready to seriously look inside
yourself? Are you ready to be honest about what is godly and what is not? Are you ready to change?
Change is a great theme word for Lent (and all of 2020). Many things changed; health, wealth, and politics. It
changed without us trying and definitely without us wanting it to change. But in Lent, things change because we
make them change. It is our time to change our habits, minds, action, and internal/external words to become
more like Christ.
Do you need to change your change? Think about how much you give to the church. Should/can you give
more? Maybe your answer is “I don’t know.” Think about this: How much do you spend each month going out
to eat. How much money do you spend on coffee? How much money do you spend on fun item, hobbies, and
events? Now compare those numbers to the amount you give to God each month.
Do you need to make a change?
Rev. Krystal Goodger, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
Visit the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
at www.wumf.org or Facebook/wumf.org
Or call 1-888-903-9863

PAY IT BACK – AND FORWARD
During the pandemic, acts of kindness seemed especially meaningful. Last Spring, as COVID-19 hit Native
American communities particularly hard, an interesting transatlantic outreach occurred. Donations from Ireland
began appearing in a relief fund for Navajo and Hopi families, leading administrators to suspect the account had
been hacked. Then they realized a cross-generational payback was underway.
In 1847, Choctaw Tribe members sent $170 overseas to Ireland to help with Potato Famine relief. That
generosity was never forgotten, and by May 2020, people in Ireland had contributed more than $4 million
toward pandemic assistance for relatives of people who’d helped their ancestors. Many donors included an Irish
proverb meaning “In each other’s shadows the people live.”
The concept of paying it forward dates back to a 1784 letter by Benjamin Franklin. It also echoes Jesus’
Golden Rule: “Do to others as you would have them do to you” (Luke 6:31). How might you live out this
practice today?

MISSION NEWS
City of Refuge in Comayagua, Honduras
We finally had the opportunity to come to our kids after a long eight months without seeing
them. We had an amazing time playing games and having a nice dinner for the New Year. Life
is amazing at the City of Refuge. The peace of God is there. Our projects are great and our farm
is amazing – more animals, more pastures, more production. We are very blessed to have a good
staff. They are a gift from God. We are sharing some of the activities our kids had this month. We love you all.
Thank you for being faithful to our causes and praying for us.
Cheese Workshop: Developing life skills is very important for us, since we want to raise autonomous kids.
This time, our kids received a very useful and interesting workshop on how to make cheese. They both listened
to the instructions and practiced making some. They are getting familiar with the whole process since they
learned how to milk and care for the cows. We are hopeful that they will learn about distribution of the products
they can make as well. The kids paid close attention to the instructions and later practiced making some good
looking cheese.
Lunch Preparation: Weekends are for making lunch! East weekend, both boys and girls prepare delicious
meals, in order to help them learn how to cook without gender roles. From the oldest to the youngest, they all
get involved in the cooking process enthusiastically. They have cooked soups, chicken, beef, tacos and many
more delicious meals. They take turns – some of them clean the vegetables, others cut them and the older ones
take care of the hot stuff. This has developed a sense of responsibility and maturity in them.
Phil & Kris Nelson
Serving Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) in Nampa, Idaho
MAF is positioned to do incredible things as we minister to insolated people around the world. As I was
looking for a story to share, I remembered an in-house email which informs MAF staff of current news from
around the world. I couldn’t decide which story to share because all of them were so good. Here is a short
summary of one.
Freedom: Eric Bell, in Kalimantan, Indonesia, had the rare opportunity to do a mask-less flight to deliver
drums of fuel for the electrical company. COVID-19 shut down the borders, which prevents deliver by truck
over land. Eric was only carrying fuel, so he could take off his mask!
A word from the CEO of MAF, David Holsten: In a completely different area of the world (Kalimantan,
Indonesia), we have been flying a local discipleship team conducting Bible studies, parenting seminars, and
youth and children’s ministry in a remote community. We are also serving a group who recently started five
new Bible translations in North Kalimantan. Through the efforts of our partners and the work of the MAF, the
truth of the gospel is clearly being communicated.
You, too, are part of this transforming work. As you partner with Phil and Kris, you are keeping MAF’s
ministry alive in some of the most remote corners of the earth. However the world emerges from this time of
coronavirus, we are confident that the need for love and compassion to be shown to the world’s isolated people
will have only increased. Thanks for faithfully standing with us during uncertainty!
Lowell & Claudia Wertz
Serving Joy in the Harvest in Kigoma, Tanzania
An update on the Wertz’. We have both received our two doses of the vaccine and after many months, we
now have our work permits renewed. Next we need our resident visas. Paper/legal work is a nightmare in
Kigoma, Tanzania!
Here are the heroes of Joy in the Harvest.
Our staff in Kigoma, Tanzania do Gods work every day. They are dedicated, hard-working, and faithful. We
have 45 fulltime staff members who are working under difficult circumstances for the Lord. All the many

diverse aspects of the ministry are performed by these ‘workers for the harvest’ and done with excellence. All
of our staff is striving to fulfill our motto: “…so they may know Jesus…”
When are you returning to Africa?
We are excited that the vaccine is almost ready. I thought we’d be the first to get it but it seems we will be
second inline after healthcare works and long term care facility seniors. Our best guess, right now, is that we
should be able to return in March. We would love to ship a container of supplies before we head back to Africa.
The supplies are packed, inventoried and ready. We are hopeful we will be able to include radio equipment for a
new repeater station for Radio JOY. It would greatly increase our audience.
This time in America is the longest we have been away from Africa and we are missing our mission work and
African friends there. So, to answer the question – AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!
Jason & Deb Shirek
Serving In HIM Ministries in Lobatse, Botswana
It is hard to believe that 2020 has come and gone so quickly. For some, it may have felt never-ending, for
others daunting, for a few possibly torturous, but as in Haggai 1:13: “I am with you, saith the Lord.” For in
HIM Ministry it was a year in which ministry never stopped, or changed. God is always with us and always
telling us to GO build His house.
For us this could have been a chance for rest, but just as the Lord is always with us and always faithful, we
can always do His work. He has placed us here to reach as many as we can for Him, in any manner which
presents itself. Over the course of 3 lockdowns, we fed and shared the love of Christ with 7,050 people in 1,285
families staying in 22 town/villages. It was an opportunity the Lord placed before us to go and build His house.
We didn’t get rest, but we were not weary. We were supported by so many new people, made contacts and
connections with people in local government which will play a huge role in future efforts and permits, and
inspired others we know in different locations to not sit back, but to step out!
After we were allowed to move more freely, we found that ministry still wasn’t going to return to the same as
the beginning of 2020. Church was still only meeting online through the end of the year, we were allowed to
meet in groups of 2 or more people/families, and no sports-prison-youth-children gatherings happened.
Amazingly, this time was a blessing. We got some much needed rest and our kids got some extra special time
with us. We took part in small teachings and trainings with select individuals, encouraged the youth staff at
Urban Rhythm as they found a new normal, and met with other missionary family weekly to encourage one
another. Even when some of us contracted COVID-19 in December, it was a blessing, a time during which
things that had put aside for years now had time to be attended to.

2021 Mission Report
Mission:
Phil & Kris Nelson
Lowell & Claudia Wertz
Jason & Deb Shirek
Lydia’s House
Disabled Vets
Shoe Boxes
Honduras Orphanage
Missions
Passages
4th Sunday offerings
4th Sunday school offerings
Shoebox postage
Children’s Missions
Total

January
$ 25.00
50.00
150.00
-050.00
-0-0365.00
-020.00
-0-0$ 660.00

Year to Date
$ 25.00
50.00
150.00
-050.00
-0-0365.00
-020.00
-0-0-0$ 660.00

Dear Peace UMC,
Your generosity will be greatly appreciated by our disadvantaged Disabled Vets so they can
get to their appointments.
Thank you,
Linda Batten, Transportation Secretary
Dear Peace Church Members,
Thank you for the gift of $446.50 that was received from you. It will help us fight food insecurity in our
county. Thanks for being a part of our team and joining with us in this effort. Your generosity makes a
different!
Thank you!
Jerry Bower, President of the Richland County Food Pantry

The Mike and Mack Corner
Hello everyone, this is Mike. Mack is trying to get beside me, but still on the recliner arm. She’s trying to see
if she can get you know who to move her arm, so she (Mack) can come sit next to me on Joan’s lap. Not going
to work as Mack doesn’t like sitting next to me. She wants the whole lap to herself. Well sorry sis, but it’s my
turn to write the article this month. You can sit on the arm of the recliner and watch us.
It’s a beautiful day out, kind of warm, but at least the sun is shining and we are both grateful for that. We both
love to fight for the window where the sun is shining. Just wait till it reaches the bedroom and then we’ll both
be gone, lying on the corner of the bed to catch the sun’s rays.
We are both excited about Daylight Saving time starting soon. Just imagine, no more long dark nights. You
know who can’t wait either. Opps, there’s a ball that needs chasing. I just saw it on the floor. I have to go make
sure it doesn’t get away.
Oh good! Rolling that ball caught her attention and now Mike is chasing that red ball around. This is Mack. I
may not last long when Mike realizes what I’ve done and where I’m sitting right now. I just love to talk to
people. You should see me when someone rings the doorbell. I’m there before Joan is to see who’s on the
outside. Oh no, here comes Mike, so now I have to leave. Bye from Mack.
Oh imagine what things my sister can do just to get some attention. As you can tell, we both just love
attention. What can I say, we’re cats.
Well anyway, Joan told me I should let everyone know of the deadline for the April issue of Peace to You. It
will be Monday, March 15th, at noon.
I think since the sun is shining and Mack is asleep in a recliner, I’m going to go capture the sun’s rays and get
warm. Bye from Mike. Please stay safe and enjoy all the sun you can get. It’s awesome!

HOLY HILARITY!
More churches lately have been resurrecting (pardon the pun!) the early-church tradition of celebrating the
second Sunday of Easter as Holy Humor Sunday, affirming the season’s joy. Need some jokes for April 11? Try
these:
 Easter is the only time when it’s perfectly safe to put all your eggs in one basket.
 Knock knock. Who’s there? Hatch. Hatch who? God bless you!
 What should you do after eating so many Easter treats? Eggs-ercise!
 Why shouldn’t you tell an Easter egg a joke? It might crack up!
 An irate subscriber called the newspaper, demanding to know where her Sunday edition was. “Ma’am,”
said the employee, “today is Saturday. The Sunday paper isn’t delivered until Sunday.” After a brief
pause, the caller spoke with a ray of recognition: “So that’s why no one was in church today.”

MARCH MINISTRY ROSTER
SOUND SYSTEM OPERATORS
3-07
3-14
3-21
3-28

Paul Knower
Nyman Olson
Dave Turk
Dave Turk

GENERAL FUND – JANUARY
$ 12,394.24 – 2020 Ending Balance
10,864.95 – January Revenue
- 7,800.35 – January Expenses
$ 15,458.84 – Balance as of 1-31-21

ATTENDANCE
1-31
2-07
2-14
2-21

5th
14th
20th
25th
28th

20
21
22
27

SPECIAL SUNDAYS
World Day of Prayer
Daylight Saving Time starts
First Day of Spring
Holy Week Begins
Palm/Passion Sunday

CROSS OF TRIUMPH
Also known as the Cross of Victory, this cross symbolizes Christ’s final triumph and his reign
throughout the earth. The Cross of Triumph is often depicted atop Jesus’ scepter when he’s shown in
his kingly office.

WHEN GOD GIGGLES
Before dinner, our family was preparing to pray, which we do by holding hands. Upon discovering that one
child hadn’t washed his hands, my husband struck a contorted pose to avoid physical contact. The mealtime
blessing quickly dissolved into laughter as we each peeked at him.
Afterwards, as we passed around the food, I asked, “What do you imagine God thought about us laughing
during prayer?” One child quickly replied, “I think he was laughing right along with us.”
Yes! Although prayer is reverent, God invites us to converse with words, emotions -- and even giggles.

LAUD AND HONOR ON PALM SUNDAY
The Palm Sunday anthem “All Glory Laud and Honor” is one of Christendom’s oldest hymns. St. Thedulf of
Orleans, who helped reform the church under Charlemagne, wrote the lyrics in the year 820 while imprisoned in
France.
The lyrics recount Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, as event the medieval church reenacted every Palm
Sunday. Clergy and townspeople processed from fields through the City gates, behind a Jesus figure riding a
donkey. At the gates, children began singing the hymn in Latin – Gloria, laus et honor – and onlookers soon
chimed in.
City gates may be a thing of the past, as the website Hymnary.org notes, yet we still praise our blessed
Redeemer “because we know just what kind of King he was and is – an everlasting King who reigns not just in
Jerusalem but over the entire earth. What more would we do but praise him with glory, laud and honor.”
All glory, laud and honor to you, Redeemer, King,
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.
You are the King of Israel and David’s royal Son,
now in the Lord’s name coming, the King and Blessed One.

March 2021
Sun

Mon

7

Tue

Wed

1

2

Joan gone all day

10:00 a.m. –
7:00 p.m. – Bible
Women’s Bible Study Study

8 Int'l. Women's Day 9

10:30 a.m. – Worship
Service

3

10

Thu

Fri

Sat

4

5 World Day of Prayer 6

11

12

10:00 a.m. –
7:00 p.m. – Bible
Women’s Bible Study Study

13
Remember to turn
your clocks ahead
one hour tonight.

3:30 p.m. –Worship
Service on NOVA

14 Daylight Saving

15

Begins

16

17 Saint Patrick's Day 18

19

10:30 a.m. – Worship
Service

20 Start of Spring
(Spring Equinox)

10:00 a.m. –
7:00 p.m. – Bible
Women’s Bible Study Study

3:30 p.m. –Worship
Service on NOVA

21 Holy Week Begins 22

23

10:30 a.m. – Worship
Service

10:00 a.m. –
7:00 p.m. – Bible
Women’s Bible Study Study

24

25

26

27

3:30 p.m. –Worship
Service on NOVA

28

29

Palm/Passion
Sunday

10:30 a.m. – Worship
Service

30

31

10:00 a.m. –
7:00 p.m. – Bible
Women’s Bible Study Study

3:30 p.m. –Worship
Service on NOVA

SPRING AHEAD
What a wonderful sound that makes.
We get to “spring ahead” on March 13th.
So that means you need to turn your
clocks ahead one hour on Saturday night or you’ll
miss things here at church.
Thinking of Spring – Spring begins on March 20th.
Hopefully, Spring will come and we can enjoy the
warmer weather.
So everyone please start thinking “Think Spring”!

“Always show kindness and love to others.
Your words might be filling the empty places
in someone’s heart.”
--Mandy Hale

3

Bryn Kanable

3

Rachel Kaszubski

4

Jack Birch

4

Deanna Gochenaur

5

Amanda Vitale

5

Paul McManaway

6

Aleaha Boomfield

7

Martin Rohn

8

Lucy Joyce

8

Linda McKee

8

Michelle Woodman

9

Tom Fowell

14 Ethel Kanable
17 Keaton Moore
20 Jackie Dalberg
24 Jan Nowlen
31 Jim Greeley

Peace United Methodist Church
265 North Church Street
Richland Center, WI 53581
608-647-4559

Sunday Mornings:
9:30 a.m. – Sunday school not at this time
10:30 a.m. - Worship Service
3:30 p.m. - Worship Service on NOVA
Turn you clock ahead one hour before you got to bed on
Saturday, March 13th.

“Our purpose at Peace is to
make disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world.”

Pastor Rey Díaz
Pastor’s cell phone: 608-475-3677
Pastor’s e-mail: zoolaar@live.com

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We are called to bring all into the family of God and deepen/mature their faith in Jesus
Christ. Using each of our individual gifts, we envision this happening through P-E-A-C-E.
Praise & celebrative worship.
Evangelism - Inviting all to proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord.
Anchored in the Word of God.
Compassionate, caring Christian community.
Encompassing Ministries - focusing on the needs of the community and beyond.

Pastor: Rey Díaz
Adm. Assistant: Joan Wheeler
Custodian: Bert Kelsey
Pianist: Pam Kintz
Treasurer: Vic Vlasak
Visitation Ministry: Barb Nimocks
Worship Leader: Pam Peterson-Kintz

Joan’s Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday
Joan continues to work
remotely from home.
She can be reached at
608-475-2203 or email
peaceumc.rc@gmail.com
You can also text her at
the above number.

Visit our Website at
http://www.unmhurchrc.org
or E-mail us at
peaceumc.rc@gmail.com
facebook.com/rcpeaceumc
Worship Service on NOVA:
3:30 p.m. - Sunday Afternoons
Genuine Telecom - 12
Charter (without HD) - 95
Charter (with HD) - 984

