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Pastor Rey Díaz
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Several important events take place each year during November. Including our Nation’s Presidential Election,
which takes place every four years. On November 3rd, along with electing our country’s president, we will also
vote for a myriad of other elected officials, including state and local policy makers that in many ways have a
more direct impact on our day to day lived experiences. It is important to vote and fulfill our civic duties in
order to strengthen our democracy, as we blessed to live in nation where all our voices have an opportunity to
be heard.
The other notable dates this month include, Daylight Savings, All Saints' Day, Veteran’s Day, and
Thanksgiving. These dates are of great importance to us as Americans. These dates are important in the life of
our nation because they remind us who we are and allow us the space to pause and reflect on the social
principles by which we stand in unity and solidarity.
We want to take this opportunity to greet the members of our local church, and friends who receive "The
Chimes", and for all, these dates have great meaning. With the exception of Daylight Savings, these traditional
events allow us to commemorate the saints of our faith who have gone on before us, remember and honor the
sacrifices of our veterans, and lastly to come together as a nation and give thanks to God Almighty for his many
provisions.
These dates bring to our families a certain nostalgia as we come together to celebrate these days. Perhaps the
most significant of these events is the joyful and deliciously yummy day of Thanksgiving. This year however as
a nation we face the hurdle that will limit our participation in all of these festivities.
When we compare these festivities to previous years’ celebrations, this new and temporary normal will
challenge all of us. COVID-19 has changed social life as we know it. During this month, I will be praying for
you each day and for each family of our local church; asking God, that just as He has been merciful with us in
the past that He may have mercy with us yet again as a nation.
May God restore the health of those who are sick, may He comfort those who are lonely and far from loved
ones this year, may He grant us peace and unity during these turbulent times, and may He, regardless of who
gets elected this November, may God reign supreme in our hearts, our homes, and in our country, and may we
His children, may we love our neighbor, so much so that the world would see God and give Him glory.
In Christ,
Pastor Díaz

“The strength of a country is the strength of its religious convictions”.
--Calvin Coolidge

GIVING
STEWARDSHIP AS DISCIPLESHIP
If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and
eat your fill’, and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has
no works, is dead. (James 2:15-17)
How does a disciple set aside his or her life for God? We simplify, in our denomination, the complicated issue
of discipleship as the following: your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. It is important to note that
discipleship is comprised of actions, not beliefs. You may say all the creeds, but as James 2:19 points out,
“Even the demons believe [in God].”
Much of our teaching about stewardship has to do with giving financially to support the mission and ministry
of the church. That is giving, but what makes it discipleship. Last month I noted that when we are planning an
expenditure, John Wesley advises us to ask, 1) am I acting as a proprietor or a steward? 2) am I following
Scripture? 3) can I offer this as a sacrifice to God, through Jesus Christ? and 4) will this action be judged as
righteous?
These are the questions of a mature disciple who understands that in the Kingdom of God, actions speak
louder than words. Since the disciple knows that everything comes from God (a belief), then every expenditure,
even spending for oneself or one’s family, should be put to Wesley’s tests. That is what sets aside the disciple’s
expenditures for God. The disciple turns beliefs into action and converts the simple materialism of the economy
into spirituality. Spending money may be indistinguishable between disciple and non-disciple, but the disciple’s
spending helps bring about the Kingdom of God.
Reread Wesley’s four rules above and you will see that a disciple’s expenditure includes prayer, presence,
gift, service, and witness.
Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
at 608-837-9582 or jwells@wumf.org.
Visit the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
at www.wumf.org or Facebook/wumf.org
Or call 1-888-903-9863

HOLIDAY HOSPITALITY
Beth Lewis, CEO of 1517 Media, blogged about a favorite holiday tradition: inviting
over people who’d otherwise be alone. Her grandchildren prepared hand-made place
cards, wrapped small gifts for the guests and helped cook the meal.
Then one year, Thanksgiving happened to coincide with a cross-country move for
Grandma and Grandpa. Chaos and stress almost buried the tradition — until Lewis’s 9year-old granddaughter asked nonchalantly, “Who’s joining us for dinner this year?”
Lewis writes: “In the busyness of moving, it hadn’t even occurred to me. But, for her, it
is simply what our family does!” So they extended some invitations, ate on paper plates
among moving boxes and had a joyous time. Lewis was proud of her granddaughter for the
reminder that hospitality is a value worth practicing and modeling — and even turning into a holiday tradition!

“SURELY HE HAS BORNE OUR GRIEFS ...”
When veteran Joe Serna confessed that he’d been drinking — behavior prohibited
in the Veterans Treatment Court program — Judge Lou Olivera sentenced him to
one night in jail. That might not seem like much, but while deployed, Serna had
been trapped underwater when his truck toppled into a canal. A buddy managed to
move him to an air pocket, saving his life, but the buddy and two others died. Years
later, even the thought of confinement triggered flashbacks.
As Serna arrived for his jail stay, Olivera, also a vet, saw his anxiety, entered the
cell with Serna and spent the night. His kind act nearly brought Serna to tears, but
the judge believes any vet would have done the same. “These are our brothers,” Olivera says. “We never leave
each other behind.”
Similarly, Jesus entered our troubled story alongside us, sharing in our suffering, brokenness and even death.
As a comrade unlike any other, Jesus calls us his brothers and sisters, refusing to leave us behind with our selfimposed burdens. Above all, Jesus does what only God can: redeems us for the joy of new life.

COVID-19 UPDATE
As most everyone sees on news reports, the virus is becoming extremely active in Wisconsin and no one
really knows the reason why. Schools are closing for a couple of weeks and then reopen to close again a few
weeks later. Some schools have yet to reopen for in person teaching. Some businesses have closed because of
an outbreak within their employees. It’s becoming a vicious cycle. While people may complain about wearing
masks in public, social distancing, staying at home is difficult. However, it can save your life or the life of a
loved one.
Anyone can get the virus! Even the President of the United States is not immune. Our nursing homes in
Richland Center are becoming targets for the virus as well. It’s a huge concern to staff and family members as
they battle the disease and try to keep others from getting sick.
Bert is faithfully sanitizing the sanctuary, the rest rooms, door handles and railings, Pastor’s office and
Joan’s office – even though she is not in the office very much right now. Joan wears gloves when handling the
bulletins and Communion elements. Below is an article that we received from the Taskteam chair.
Dearly Beloved:
The familiar passage from Ecclesiastes begins: “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity
under the heavens.”
Even as the pandemic continues, the seasons are still changing. Soon we will spend more time indoors. For
this reason, the COVID 19 Taskteam offers guidelines on ventilation. (Bert has this information).
As the pandemic continues, we have learned more about when it is safe to return to activities after a COVID19 diagnosis or positive test. Here are the latest guidelines on returning to activities after diagnosis.
As the pandemic continues, we are increasingly aware of its psychological toll. The pandemic is a crisis and
crises cause trauma. Trauma can affect our capacity to function well. Here is an article that describes the
relationship between the pandemic and trauma. While it is a secular piece, it recommends staying connected
and remembering that we are not alone. Our faith will surely support our capacities in this challenging season.
As the pandemic continues, we are also in the midst of perhaps the most contentious election in US history,
and we are facing many other issues which are creating dissension and divides among us. The wearing effects
of the pandemic surely compound this. There is no longer consensus about truth in our society. Instead of
following this candidate or that one, let us practice our faith and first follow Jesus, “who is the way, the truth
and the life,” (John 14:6). This should be our practice in any season, and the pandemic is no exception.
Finally, as Paul wrote to the Colossians in 3:14: “Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony.” This we can do while wearing masks, practicing good hygiene, and
following the protocols of safety and love when we are together in person. Our team hopes these resources will
be helpful to you.
Kate Croskery Jones
COVID 19 Taskteam Chair

MISSIONS NEWS
City of Refuge in Comayagua, Honduras
Quarantine bliss: as days go by, we get more creative and more used to this new normal. The
kids are starting to wrap their heads around the confinement and realizing how lucky they are to
be at the City of Refuge where they have nice living with a roof, nutritious and tasty food,
education and people who love them very much and look out for them. Reality is very different
for most of the Honduran population. It is very important that the kids realize how blessed they are and that they
continue to pray and give thanks to our Father who has protected us and provided fulfillment for our immediate
needs. Beyond material things, they have people around them who listen to them, love them and guide them to
become better people. Our kids have witnessed God’s power and love upon them and the City of Refuge.
School: Continuing with school is one of the challenges Honduras is now facing because of the pandemic.
This is going to be a very detrimental year to the education of the country because of all the children and youth
dropping out of school. The numbers were already low and they got lower because of confinement and many
kids not being able to have internet access to continue with their classes. Thank God, we have been able to
continue with school through homeschooling and zoom lessons. The teachers have done an excellent job
reaching all of their students. Kids get weekly assignments, and they take their quarterly tests as well.
Sunday school: Our younger kids are now part of the Sunday school from the International Christian Centre
in Comayagua. They stream their Sunday school and have invited our kids to be part of this weekly activity.
They read the scriptures and do fun activities related to the Bible study. This Sunday school is prepared
specially for kids their age. It has been such a great way to keep our younger kids connected and focused on
seeking the Lord.
Lowell & Claudia Wertz
serving Joy in the Harvest in Tanzania, Africa
Currently in the United States waiting for the vaccine to become available so they can return to Tanzania.
Nothing much new since our September newsletter. We are still in our camper “isolating” via the beautiful
National parks out west. We have been in Utah camping on land approved for “boon docking” (no water,
electricity, or fees)!. Lowell is working with our staff in Tanzania via computer and we all hope the vaccine
that will enable our return will be available very soon.
We keep you in our prayers and know these are difficult days especially for our loved ones living and working
in nursing homes.
Thanks for your love, prayers and support. We’ll keep in touch as soon as our plans change.
Blessings,
Claudia

2020 Mission Report
Mission:
Phil & Kris Nelson
Lowell & Claudia Wertz
Jason & Deb Shirek
Lydia’s House Ministries
Disabled Vets
Shoe Boxes
Missions
Children’s Missions
4th Sunday offerings
4th Sunday school offerings
Shoebox postage
Children’s Missions
Total

September
$ 125.00
150.00
200.00
100.00
100.00
-0140.00
100.00
10.00
-0-0$ 925.00

Year to Date
$1,275.00
1,250.00
1,300.00
425.00
375.00
164.00
1,111.00
100.00
95.00
-05.00
161.00
$6,261.00

Dear Peace Family,
Just a note to say Thank each and every one of you for the prayers, lovely little weekly
cards and the lovely flowers.
I spent 18 days at the hospital, where I was treated royally. Now, I’m still in quarantine,
but will be out in a couple of days.
I’m doing well, just slow. Pray we can be back together soon.
Love and Prayers to all.
Dee Totten
(Editors note: Joan took the flowers from the altar to the hospital and Deb Walling took them and made sure
they got to Dee).
Dear Peace Family,
Thank you for all the many prayers this summer while I spent 30 days in the hospital, 3 weeks in a nursing
home, and 5 weeks under Home Health Care.
God is an awesome God. I have recovered and am back to where I was before all this started on June 3rd with
a fall.
Prayer works! Thank you.
Luddie Wallace
Dear Peace Family,
I want to thank all for your prayers and phone calls after my car accident. Thanks to Bert Kelsey for coming
to the scene to make sure I was ok. To Terry Nimocks for picking me up at the hospital, taking me to my poor
car so I could get things out of it and then home. He also graciously offered me the use of the church van till I
was able to get another car. Thanks to Pastor Rey for the texts, phone calls and the offer of one of his cars as
well. Sorry I scared you.
I’m doing fine now that the headache is gone.
Prayers do indeed work!
Joan Wheeler

THE HAZEL AND ALPHONSE CORNER
NOW THE MIKE AND MACK SHOW
Hello everyone. This is Mike the cat. Since my mistress won’t let me on her lap, I’ll just type this when she
leaves for another cup of coffee. Mack is asleep by the door, so she’s no help. Since our mistress is working
from home, we both gets lots of petting, hugs and kisses. We even get our tails stepped on when we are laying
on the floor. Fortunately for our tails, she’s barefoot. Our favorite thing is to lie on the card table when she has
it up and papers are spread all over it. Boy do we love pushing those papers around and then watch them fall on
the floor. Then we get yelled at for being on the table to begin with. What’s a cat to do any way.
Other than our having fun with flying papers, things are going good here on the home front. Joan continues to
work remotely from home, which we love. Mack especially loves to walk over the keys on the laptop and watch
the words on the screen. I love to sit on her lap and watch her try to type while I want hugs and kisses.
Ok, I’ve been told to get down to business here. The deadline for the December issue of Peace to You will be
noon on Monday, November 16th. Please mail, drop in the black box by her office door or email her at
peaceumc.rc@gmail.com and she’ll get your articles.
Now since our Church Charge Conference is coming up on November 13th, we’ve been told to stay off the
card table when she starts to assemble the booklets. If you want a booklet, but won’t be able to be at the
meeting, just let Joan know and she’ll make sure you get one.
Oh, here she comes with another cup of coffee. Time for me to scoot! Bye for now. I think I’ll go take my
afternoon nap. Stay safe everyone.
This is Mike signing off.

MINISTRY ROSTER
SOUND SYSTEM OPERATORS
11-01
11-08
11-15
11-22
11-29

Paul Knower
Nyman Olson/Dave Turk
Nyman Olson/Dave Turk
Nyman Olson/Dave Turk
Nyman Olson/Dave Turk

ATTENDANCE
10-04
10-11
10-18
10-25

21
23
Worship in the Park
26

SPECIAL DATES
GENERAL FUND – SEPTEMBER
$

-1,818.72 – 2019 Ending Balance
83,658.69 – Revenue Jan. - September
-84,345.88 – Expenses Jan. - September
-2,505.91 – Balance ending 9-30-2020

All Saints Day, November 1
Daylight Saving Time ends, November 1
Election Day, November 3
Veterans Day, November 11
Thanksgiving Day, November 26
First Sunday of Advent, November 29

ST. ANDREWS CROSS
This cross is a symbol of humility and suffering. It first came in to use during the Middle
Ages. According to tradition, St. Andrews was crucified while preaching in Greece. He
felt unworthy to be crucified in the same way as Jesus, so he begged that his cross be
made differently. St. Andrew’s cross is the national cross of Scotland. It’s also called
Cross Saltire.

BEYOND HEROISM
At a recent anti-racism protest, Black participant, Patrick Hutchinson saw a white counter-protester fall.
Fearing for the injured man’s life, Hutchinson hoisted him over his shoulder and carried him through the crowd
to seek help. Hutchinson was called a hero but says he just wanted to do the right thing.
According to Jesus, the right thing is to “love your enemies and do good to those who hate you” (Luke 6:27).
It’s easy to love and be kind to our friends and people with similar beliefs. But when someone shows kindness
to a member of an opposing group, we witness more than a hero; we see Jesus; love in action.

STRANGERS NO MORE
Some people open their holiday meals to strangers, and one host even did so inadvertently. In 2016, Wanda
Dench texted 17 year old Jamal Hinton about Thanksgiving dinner, thinking she was contacting her grandson.
When a skeptical Hinton requested a photo and received a selfie of someone with a different skin color, he
chuckled – but then asked if he could still come eat! Thus began a new friendship and a new annual tradition,
which Hinton documents online. “Family is more than blood,” says Dench. “It’s the people you want to be
with.”
This year’s meal will be bittersweet, with an empty chair for Dench’s husband, who died of COVID-19 in
April. To show support after that loss, Hinton sent his “grandma” a collection of loving video messages.
Strangers worldwide expressed condolences to a woman who’d fully embraced a stranger.

A SAD FARE WELL
Sherry Malone, District Administrator, is retiring from her position at the Conference Office after 25 years of
service. Your editor will miss her very much, as Sherry has been an awesome friend and we’ve enjoyed
working together. When I’ve needed something at the Conference level, I call on Sherry and she delivers in a
timely manner – usually within ten minutes.
We’ve been there for each other during health issues over the years, as well as issues that COVID-19 has dealt
us in our respective offices. When she told me she was retiring, I told her she would be impossible to replace. I
meant that! Sherry, I wish you the best going forward and I’ll miss you. Friends forever!

GET THOSE SHOE BOXES READY!
Wish List

Imagine the childlike joy of boys and girls as they open their presents on Christmas
morning.
Now imagine that joy magnified tenfold as a child who never has received a
present, a child who has suffered because of war, natural disaster, poverty, illness or neglect,
receives a shoe box filled to overflowing with gifts. That’s the impact that Operation
Christmas Child, a unique project of Christian relief and evangelism by Samaritan’s Purse,
delivers to hurting children while also telling them about God’s greatest gift–His Son, Jesus
Christ.

Everyone can take part in this exciting project by simply following the suggestions below. With everyone’s
help, we can bring joy and hope to millions of children again this Christmas.
Here’s how to go about helping these children in need.
1. Pick up one or several shoe boxes from Peace Plaza. Depending on how many you want to fill. (We
are using specially prepared boxes to ensure better packing and shipping).
2. Decide whether your gift will be for a boy or a girl and the age category: 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14. (There
are appropriate labels on the white table by the restrooms in Peace Plaza). Mark the age category
and tape it to the top of the box.
3. Fill the box with a variety of gifts using the list below as a guide. In a separate envelope you may
enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself or your family. (If you include your name and
address, the child may write back).
4. IMPORTANT. Please enclose $9.00 or more in an envelope and put this inside your box to help
cover shipping and other costs. If you are packing more than one box, you can make one donation in
a single envelope. Then place a rubber band around your box.
If you would like to donate but do not want to fill a shoe box, then please bring your donations to church and
place in the box labeled “Operation Christmas Child”. We will take care of filling a shoe box for you. For
those of you who wish to donate a filled shoe box, please place on the white table in Peace Plaza and affix the
proper label to it.
There is a deadline of Sunday, November 8th, to have your shoe boxes or donations to the church so they
can be sent out in time for needy children to receive them. Everything will be shipped out the following week.

Please give from the heart this year!

SUGGESTED GIFTS
Toys:

small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, plastic kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes,
small Etch A Sketch, toys that light up or make noise (with extra batteries), Slinky,
etc.

School Supplies:

pens, pencils and sharpener, crayons or markers, stamps and ink pad sets, coloring
books, writing pad or paper, solar calculators, etc.

Hygiene Items:

toothbrush, soap, comb, washcloth, etc.

Other:

sunglasses, flashlights (with extra batteries), ball caps, socks, T-shirts, toy jewelry, hairclips, watches, small picture books, etc.

Nifty little item:

zippered pencil case. Big enough to hold several pencils, pens, crayons, markers or
small pads of paper.

Please: Do NOT include the following:
Used or damaged items.
Medications or vitamins.
War-related items: toy guns, knives, etc.
Tooth paste.
NO Candy of any kind, Chocolate or food.
Liquids or lotions.
Breakable Items: mirrors, china dolls, snow globes, etc.
Aerosol cans
Let’s all try to make a child’s Christmas a little merrier this year. Please give from the heart as only we know
how to do.
**Due to COVID-19, this is a shortened season for collecting. We will only be collecting for about three weeks.
Please place your filled shoe boxes on the table in Peace Plaza and Joan will take care of putting then away in
their appropriate box for shipping.**

1

Dory Wallace

2

Gavin Gochenaur

4

Tyler Woodman

9

Daniel Nelson

10 Al (Jr.) Harper
11 Claudia Berres
11 Gordon Keller
11 Dana Sandmire
12 Mark Dunn
15 Landen Moore
15 Emma Williams
16 Cameron Schultz
17 Kate Dillon
21 Darleen Kintz
22 Nyman Olson
22 Joan Wheeler
29 Laverne Gulsrud
30 Cheryl Johnson

15 Mark & Connie Dunn
27 Terry & Barb Nimocks

November 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1 Daylight Saving Time 2

3 Election Day

Ends

10:00 a.m. –
7:00 p.m. – Bible
Women’s Bible Study Study

10:30 a.m. – Worship
Service with
Communion

4

Thu

5

Fri

6

Sat

7

Pastor’s Day Off

3:30 p.m. – Worship
Service on NOVA

8

9

10:30 a.m. – Worship
Service

10

11 Veterans Day

12

10:00 a.m. –
7:00 p.m. – Bible
Women’s Bible Study Study

16

10:30 a.m. – Worship Noon – Newsletter
Service
deadline

17

18

5:30 p.m. – Church
Charge Conference
in the sanctuary

19

10:00 a.m. –
7:00 p.m. – Bible
Women’s Bible Study Study

14

Pastor’s Day Off

3:30 p.m. – Worship
Service on NOVA

15

13

20

21

Pastor’s Day Off

3:30 p.m. – Worship
Service on NOVA

22

23

10:30 a.m. – Worship
Service

24

25

26 Thanksgiving Day 27

10:00 a.m. –
7:00 p.m. – Bible
Women’s Bible Study Study

28

The Office is closed

3:30 p.m. – Worship
Service on NOVA

29 Beginning of Advent 30
10:30 a.m. – Worship
Service
3:30 p.m. – Worship
Service on NOVA

“Miss no single opportunity of making some small sacrifice, here by a smiling
look, there by a kindly word; always doing the smallest right and doing it all for
love.”
--St. Therese of Lisieux

November 29th starts the
Advent Season. We need candle
lighters and readers for that Sunday,
and then for December 6th, 13th,
20th, and Christmas Eve service on
the 25th. If you can help with any of
these Sundays, please contact Joan at
608-475-2203
or
email
her
at
peaceumc.rc@gmail.com. She’ll be glad to put you on
the list and then email or mail to you the reading.

Peace United Methodist Church
265 North Church Street
Richland Center, WI 53581
608-647-4559

Sunday Mornings:
9:30 a.m. – Sunday School – is not in session at this time
10:30 a.m. - Worship Service
3:30 p.m. - Worship Service on NOVA

:
“Our purpose at Peace is to
make disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world.”

Pastor Rey Díaz
Pastor’s cell phone: 608-475-3677
Pastor’s e-mail: zoolaar@live.com
:

.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
We are called to bring all into the family of God and deepen/mature their faith in Jesus
Christ. Using each of our individual gifts, we envision this happening through P-E-A-C-E.
Praise & celebrative worship.
Evangelism - Inviting all to proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord.
Anchored in the Word of God.
Compassionate, caring Christian community.
Encompassing Ministries - focusing on the needs of the community and beyond.

Pastor: Rey Díaz
Adm. Assistant: Joan Wheeler
Choir Accompanist: Sandy Keller
Choir Director/Pianist: Pam Kintz
Custodian: Bert Kelsey
Treasurer: Vic Vlasak
Visitation Ministry: Barb Nimocks
Worship Leader: Pam Peterson-Kintz

Joan’s Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday
Joan continues to work
remotely from home.
She can be reached at
608-475-2203

Visit our Website at
http://www.umchurchrc.org
or E-mail us at
peaceumc.rc@gmail.com
facebook.com/rcpeaceumc
Worship Service on NOVA:
3:30 p.m. - Sunday Afternoons
Genuine Telecom - 12
Charter (without HD) - 95
Charter (with HD - 984

