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From Pastor Rey Díaz, 

 

 

 

     Jesus said to his disciples, “How difficult it is for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. It is easier for a 

camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.” Jesus dialogued 

with a rich man, who wanted to inherit eternal life, and said, “Go, sell what you have, give it to the poor and 

you will have treasures in heaven.  Then come and follow me.” That rich man went home very sad because he 

had so much wealth. The invitation of Jesus is to lay up treasures in heaven where thieves do not enter, nor do 

moths, and rust cannot destroy your riches.  

 

     The purpose is to have your eyes fixed on the things above because where your treasures are, your focus and 

concentration follow and your heart will also be there. And what is the use for a human being to gain the whole 

world and then lose his soul? Or what reward can man pay in exchange for his soul?  

 

      We are assured in the Gospels that everyone who has left home, brothers and sisters, father, mother, wife, 

children and land for the name of Jesus will receive 100% more in heaven and will inherit eternal life. Jesus 

also said, "I am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in me, even though he is dead, will live and 

whoever lives and believes in me will never die."  

 

     Remember that, for the one who believes, everything is possible. He who doubts does not have the approval 

of God, because without faith it is impossible to please God.  It is necessary that whoever approaches God 

knows that He is real and that He also rewards those who seek Him.  

 

     According to the Bible, anyone is poor who invests all his energy and life into obtaining material wealth, but 

neglects the most important wealth…the spiritual. The word of God is not to instill fear in people, but that 

God’s proclaimed message is meant to transform what the human being cannot change by his own means.  It is 

necessary to receive help from heaven.   

 

     That is why Jesus said that whoever loses his life for the kingdom's sake will find it, but whoever finds it in 

the things of this world will lose it.  If you have Christ, you have life. If you refuse to believe in the Son of God, 

you will not see life eternal.   

 

     The wrath of God will fall on whoever refuses to believe in Jesus.  It is the free choice of every individual 

that determines their final destination.  It is not destiny that determines our salvation or final punishment.  So, 

you must not blame anyone else for your final destination; it is your own choice.  Those things that may not 

matter to you today, like the good news of salvation, will be more relevant to you then because there is no other 

name under heaven in which you can be saved!  Only in Jesus Christ is there salvation, the forgiveness of sins 

and a new life that begins here on earth and extends through all eternity.  

 

     In the midst of the confusion we live in right now let's fix our eyes upon Jesus, the author of eternal 

salvation. Share this message with other people.  Christ loves you! 

 

     Happy Labor Day! 

 

 

 



MISSION NEWS 
Phil & Kris Nelson 

serving Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) in Nampa, Idaho 

   Does anybody else feel like we are going through difficult times? I’m sure you do too. Our 

plans have continually changed as the COVID-19 pandemic continues to rage around the world. 

Here are some of the challenges we have faced recently. 

   At the last minute we decided to cancel our summer trip to the Midwest to visit family, friends and supporting 

churches. That was such a hard decision to make. With the increase of COVID-19 cases in Idaho and other parts 

of the country in early July it didn’t seem wise to make the trip. Some other factors were that Kris was exposed 

to a student and co-worker who were being tested for COVID-19 and we wouldn’t know the results before our 

departure. We were hoping to visit our parents who are all in their 80s, and Kris’ father is living in an assisted 

living home which we may not have been able to enter. 

  On May 12 there was an accident in Papua that claimed the life of pilot Joyce Lin. Joyce was new to the 

program and had just started to fly solo. For unknown reasons, the aircraft crashed into Lake Sentani about two 

minutes after departing from the Sentani airport. Joyce was by herself and carrying cargo which included rapid 

test kits for COVID-19. It has been a long time since MAF US has had a fatal accident. During our 20 years in 

Papua we never experienced an accident that resulted in the loss of a MAF pilot. This accident has been difficult 

for me and the MAF family.  I got to meet Joyce in 2009 when she came to Papua as an IT intern. During her 

time there I was able to take Joyce along for a day of flying in the Kodiak. Later I found out that this day made 

a big impact on Joyce’s sense of calling to join MAF as a pilot; she told me this a couple years ago when she 

was joining MAF.  

   I was busy at MAF in May and June helping with the training and evaluation of about 6 men. The one person 

I evaluated has already finished candidacy, joined MAF, and been assigned to Indonesia! The other trainees are 

pretty much ready to depart for language school and their assignments, but their departures are uncertain due to 

COVID-19. 

   In spite of all of these challenges and wrenches thrown into our plans we are still very grateful for many 

things: 

 We are healthy and still have our jobs. Our extended family is healthy too. 

 Both of the people Kris was potentially exposed to with COVID-19 had negative results on their tests. 

 We have still been able to spend time with our kids and their spouse, fiancé, and boyfriend. 

 Kris and I have been able to do some day trips to Idaho; we visited the Sawtooth Mountains and McCall 

area. 

   Thank you for your continued prayers and financial support. 

Phil & Kris 

 

City of Refuge in Comayagua, Honduras 

   Coronavirus in Honduras is rising every day. Right now (August) we have 25,000 cases and 677 deaths. The 

country is still in lockdown, with permission to go for groceries every two weeks. Our bank is shutting down 

eleven agencies and laying off 373 employees. People are suffering with no work and no food. We helped 200 

families in the last couple of months, and we will help 200 families again. If you want to be part of that 

blessing, send a check marked feed the poor to IMI, PO Box 102, Lonsdale, MN  55046. Outside of 

Comayagua there are cases and people are freaking out. One teacher at our school got infected and we needed to 

test our employees. Thank God, all tested negative.  

   More of what has been going on at the Lord’s city has been the IMI Mini Olympics. Last year, IMI hosted 

their first Olympics with several invited schools. This activity allowed the kids to touch other lives, hearts and 

souls through sports. It was a very fun activity that reached out to other communities and kids. This year, 

because of the current pandemic, the Olympics were cancelled, but the staff was committed to have them with 

the kids from the City of Refuge. 

   Five tournaments were organized which included hockey, ping-pong, volleyball, basketball and, of course, 

soccer. The kids were organized into three different teams: Falcons, Team Black and Wolves. They had to make 

a logo for their team and a cheer. It was surprising to listen to why they had chosen those names. All of them 

answered that it was because they represented courageousness and teamwork. The teams were balanced with 



Answer: C (see Exodus 7:14-12:32 

kids from all ages. They had to figure out how to distribute their team players based on their abilities and 

strengths. It was pleasing to watch the teams cheer up their players, make decisions and plan strategies to win. 

 

Lowell & Claudia Wertz 

serving Joy in the Harvest in Tanzania, Africa. They are currently on extended furlough in the states. 

   Yes, Lowell got his work on our little “home on wheels” all done and now we can enjoy camping “off the 

grid” — that means camping without electric hook ups. 

   It’s so beautiful here in Montana. 

   We are camping with our son Luke and his family so every morning I get a knock on the door and there are 

my two grandchildren wanting to know if I can come out and play! 

   It helps, as I’m really missing not being in Tanzania. 

   The ministry projects are all going well with our wonderful staff in charge.  Lowell keeps in touch with our 

staff and is always working on the Radio expansion project with other radio ministries here in the states. 

   As far as our return, Lowell still feels it’s best to wait for the vaccine and we’re hoping that will be the end of 

this year.  Please pray with us for that to become available soon. 

 

Blessings, 

Claudia & Lowell   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Quiz 

 

 

 

Which of these was not one of the 10 plagues God brought against Egypt to persuade Pharaoh to let 

the Hebrew people go? 

 

A. An abundance of frogs 

B. The Nile River turned to blood 

C. The collapse of the pyramids 

D. Thick darkness 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 Mission Report 
          Mission:              July                    Year to Date 

Phil & Kris Nelson         $   50.00       $1,100.00 

Lowell & Claudia Wertz             50.00        1,075.00 

Jason & Deb Shirek                -0-                   1,050.00 

Lydia’s House Ministries               -0-               325.00 

Disabled Vets                 -0-           275.00 

Shoe Boxes                 -0-            164.00 

Missions             566.00                       566.00 

4
th

 Sunday offerings                                    20.00              20.00     

4
th

 Sunday school offerings               -0-                        -0- 

Shoebox postage                -0-      5.00  

Children’s Missions                  161.00 

Total                      $ 666.00             $4,741.00 

 



Dear Peace Choir Members, 

   We will look to try and start choir the 1
st
 Wednesday in October. If that doesn’t work we 

will try for November. I sure miss directing and working with the choir. I pray that we can 

soon be back together singing, having fellowship, and praising the Lord. 

   Stay safe and keep that voice warmed up. 

   Your Favorite director,  

Pam 

 

 

 

Dear Peace Family, 

   Thank you to our Peace Church family for the beautiful bouquet in 

remembrance of Carol. 

   God and family are the best things in life. 

 Jim Brock 

Editor’s note: Jim received the flowers from the altar on August 2
nd

. They were given to him in memory of 

Carol, who passed away a year ago. Carol will always live in our hearts. 

 

Dear Peace UMC, 

   Thank you so much for your very generous donation. I know our needy veterans really appreciate your help 

with transportation. 

 Linda Batten, Transportation Secretary 

 

Dear Peace Family, 

   Thank you for the beautiful bouquet that Joan delivered to Jr, after his surgery on his finger.  It is so beautiful. 

We appreciate your caring and thoughtfulness, and prayers.   

 Jr and Beverly Harper 

 

 

The Hazel & Alphonse Corner 

   Hello everyone! It’s kind of lonely here with no one coming in to see us. That’s ok as I 

know the staff is attempting to stay safe. We see Bert here cleaning and vacuuming so we 

try to stay out of his way. You know who comes in almost every morning to water the 

flowers. She’ll talk to us but then she’s busy watering, before anyone comes in. Hazel 

and I are talking with our cousins in the state of Washington and things are about the 

same out there. In fact quite a few churches are not opening up anytime soon.  

   Joan says things are going good working from home. She gets more done at home working online than she 

could here as the phone would keep ringing or someone would be stopping by. Mike and Mack are behaving 

themselves for a change. With the exception that Mike likes to jump on the card table when Joan is folding 

newsletters or bulletins. She likes to sniff the paper and pump Joan’s hand to get a pet. Usually she gets a swat 

on the nose and told to get off. 

   I’ll let everyone know of the deadline for the October issue of Peace to You. It will be Monday, September 

21
st
, at noon. 

   Oh good, Pastor just came in so we’ll go spend some time with him. See you around. Please stay safe! 

 

 

 

“When we long for life without difficulties, remind us that oaks grow strong in contrary winds 

and diamonds are made under pressure.” 
--Peter Marshall 

 

 



SEPTEMBER MINISTRY ROSTER
  

SOUND SYSTEM OPERATORS     ATTENDANCE 
9-06 Worship in the Park      8 -02 25  

9-13 Paul Knower       8-09 32 

9-20 Dave Turk       8-16 30 

9-27 Dave Turk       8-23 24 

     

           

GENERAL FUND –  
$     -1,818.72  –  2019 Ending Balance 

   65,131.96 – Revenue January-July 

  -66,432.92 – Expenses January – July 

    -3,119.08 – Balance as of 7-31-2020 

 

 

 

CROSS CROSSLET 
   This cross is formed of four smaller Latin crosses joined at their overlapping bases. The cross as 

a whole represents the spreading of the gospel to the four corners of the earth. This cross is often 

used I connection with missions. 

 

 

 

AN UPDATE FROM THE CONFERENCE OFFICE CONCERNING COVID-19 
  When you decide to gather physically in person, develop strong caring safety policies and practices. 

 Consider the safety of the most vulnerable among you 

 Follow all disinfecting and cleaning procedures before, during and after each gathering 

 Keep the group small (at 25% capacity of the room, or fewer than 10, depending upon the rules where 

you live) and maintain distance of 6 feet 

 Keep the gathering time short – to under 30 minutes if possible 

 Open windows or assure healthy air-circulation in the building’s system 

 In every activity, think safety 

*Food? Potlucks and open coffee hour with food are unsafe 

*Music? Singing needs greater physical distancing and masks. (There continues to be    

disagreement whether singing is less safe than speaking. Most still say it is.) 

*Keep track of attendees in case you need to know who was present due to an outbreak 

 

   The latest information says that this pandemic will continue for a long time. It will be important to be patient 

with yourself and others. This is a highly stressful time.  

   We are also aware that there are other risks which are exacerbated by the quarantining for this virus. Isolation 

can increase a sense of loneliness and depression. Sadly, there are homes where abuse (physical, sexual, drugs 

and/or alcohol) leave people with greater vulnerability. In addition, economic stresses are growing and result in 

losses of jobs, homes, transportation, access to food, medicine, medical care and on and on. People are not able 

to visit loved ones. Baptism, funeral and wedding plans are changing.  And there are many other issues, from 

racism, to the environment, to natural disasters, to needs around the globe. We are carrying all this in our hearts 

as we face this global pandemic and economic and political crises. 

 

 

 



 September  2020  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  
 

2  
7:00 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
10:00 a.m. – Worship 
in the Park at the 
Starlite Drive-In 

 

3:30 p.m. – Worship 
service on NOVA 

7 Labor Day 
The office is closed 

 

8  
 

9  
7:00 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

10  
 

11 Patriot Day 
 

12  
 

13  
10:30 a.m. – Worship 
Service 

 

3:30 p.m. – Worship 
service on NOVA 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
7:00 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
10:30 a.m. – Worship 
Service 

 

3:30 p.m. – Worship 
service on NOVA 

21  
Noon – Newsletter 
deadline 

22 Start of Fall 

(Autumnal Equinox) 
 

23  
7:00 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
10:30 a.m. – Worship 
Service 

 

3:30 p.m. – Worship 
service on NOVA 

28  
 

29  
 

  

“Youth is the gift of nature, but age is a 
work of art.” 

                               -- Stanislaw Jerzy Lec 

 

WHEN GOD CROSSES OUR PATHS 
   Pastor and martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, “God will be constantly crossing our paths and canceling our 

plans by sending us people with claims and petitions.” Last spring, the whole world had plans canceled, first by 

COVID-19 and then by God “sending us people with claims and petitions.”  Some needed prayers for healing or 

coping with grief. Medical staff, teachers, pastors and others serving long hours needed support: meals, check-

in calls, “thinking of you” cards. Parents working remotely, while helping kids with distance-learning, needed 

encouragement. Crucial nonprofit work still required donations. 

   Pre-pandemic, you may not have realized that staying home or wearing a face mask could be a ministry. Or 

that sending a card expresses love in Jesus’ name. Or that buying takeout from a local restaurant can be a gift to 

the owners. With our calendars empty, God “crosses our paths” in new ways – both to be with us and to nudge 

us toward others (even if virtually, or 6 feet apart!). 
 



  

 

 

1 Jordan Jones   

3 Jared Baker  

4 Deb Walling  

8 Bonnie Richardson  

10 Tim Woodman  

10 Jim Barnhart  

11 Angel Boomfield  

12 Lester Parker  

16 Tim Nelson  

19 Maynard Moser  

19 Leonard Frye  

20 Penelope Baker  

22 Bert Kelsey  

22 Pam Peterson-Kintz  

25 Julie Stebbins  

27 Briana Turk  

29 Dwight Fruit  

29 Jim Brock  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

 

1 Corey & Gretchen Kanable  

3 Bert & Maureen Kelsey  

13 Ron & Kathleen Corey-Pittman  

13 Erv & Anita Bunge  

14 Laverne & Karel Gulsrud  

15 Eric & Erin Schultz  

18 Lester & Karen Parker  

22 Jim & Jan Barnhart  

29 Gene & Linda McKee  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 



  
 



 

Peace United Methodist Church    Sunday Mornings: 

265 North Church Street      9:30 a.m. – No Sunday School for now 

Richland Center, WI 53581    10:30 a.m. - Worship Service  

608-647-4559        3:30 p.m. - Worship Service on NOVA  

            

         

“Our purpose at Peace is to       

make disciples of Jesus Christ for    

the transformation of the world.”      

           

 

Pastor Rey Díaz 
Pastor’s cell phone: 608-475-3677 

Pastor’s e-mail: zoolaar@live.com 

: 

     

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor: Rey Díaz    Joan’s Office Hours:     Visit our Website at 

Adm. Assistant: Joan Wheeler     Monday-Thursday  http://www.umchurchrc.org 

Pianist: Pam Kintz       Joan continues to work or E-mail us at     

Custodian: Bert Kelsey      remotely from home.  peaceumc.rc@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Vic Vlasak    She can be reached at  facebook.com/rcpeaceumc 

Worship Leader: Pam Peterson-Kintz 608-475-2203      

              Worship Service on NOVA: 
          3:30 p.m. - Sunday Afternoons 

          Genuine Telecom - 12 

          Charter (without HD) - 95 

          Charter (with HD) - 984  
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We are called to bring all into the family of God and deepen/mature their faith in Jesus 

Christ. Using each of our individual gifts, we envision this happening through P-E-A-C-E. 

Praise & celebrative worship. 

Evangelism - Inviting all to proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

Anchored in the Word of God. 

Compassionate, caring Christian community. 

Encompassing Ministries - focusing on the needs of the community and beyond. 
 



 


