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“...I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart"  (Romans 9:2) 

 

     In this verse Paul, the apostle of our Lord Jesus Christ, was talking about his great sorrow and the unceasing 

anguish in his heart. How do we deal with our sorrow and unceasing anguish? 

     There are many reasons for sorrow and unceasing anguish in someone's heart.  In fact, there are a multitude 

of reasons why someone may feel stressed in life.  Just a few of them are divorce, financial struggles, illness, 

death in the family, family conflicts, fear about what the future will hold, moving from one place to another, 

estrangement from someone in the family, or not having food to eat or a home to shelter you.  Depression 

comes to a person when they cannot silence their mind and their circumstances overwhelm them.   

     A situation that causes a person not to be able to rest when they go to bed at night can lead to depression.  

We need good, quality sleep to feel energized the next morning and ready to do the physical or intellectual work 

of the day that makes us feel good about life, family and friends. In addition, when someone has an emotional 

problem, it is much more difficult to handle the problem in an effective way when they have no control over the 

circumstances or situation. So, how can we deal with thoughts that we feel we have no control over and cannot 

seem to stop…thoughts that just seem to keep appearing in our mind continuously? 

     Paul shared with the church in Rome how he felt about one issue that controlled his thoughts day and night. 

His sorrows and unceasing anguish were related to the future salvation of Israel. Sharing his unceasing anguish 

with others did not remove his sorrow, but it helped him in releasing the pain he felt for something that was out 

of his control.  

     We are social people by nature. We live in community, but sometimes we are afraid to share with others 

what bothers us. Keeping our problems within ourselves is like having a closed valve that keeps accumulating 

pressure behind it to a point where it cannot hold back the pressure any longer and eventually explodes.  

     You need to share with a friend, a family member, or with your Pastor the thoughts that you cannot silence 

in your brain.  No matter how difficult they are to share, or how much pressure you have accumulated so far.  

You need to be like flowers.  When the heat of the sun touches them, they open themselves to receive its light 

and warmth. When you share with others what is bothering you, you are going to feel relief and less pressure in 

your brain.  You are going to be able to sleep much better. The problem may not immediately go away, but that 

will be the beginning of you moving away from the unceasing anguish.  

     At the end of his reflection, Paul had no other choice but to leave everything in the hands of God. He had 

plenty of reasons to worry about Israel but, by giving a second thought to his concerns, he discovered that 

God’s wisdom, power and love are in control of the history and salvation of Israel. God has an amazing 

plan that includes the salvation of the Jewish people.   

     The same is true with us today.  We have a lot of things for which we could have many concerns. But, by 

letting our worries and concerns be released out of our systems, the healing process starts.  After a dialogue 

with someone else you can make enormous progress in your mental and spiritual health.  You can see the light 

of the sun…shining with all its splendor and radiant heat. You will hear the birds singing and praising God.  

You will smell the aroma of the flowers that move with the wind in praise of God.  You can rejoice in the Lord 

God, who is merciful and kind with all of His children and all of His creation.   Be happy, be saved, and praise 

God for his divine love.  

Pastor Rey Díaz

 

 

 

 

 

  



MISSION NEWS 
City of Refuge – Comayagua, Honduras 

   Update: Still going strong! A lot has happened since our last report, not much has changed, but 

everything is different. Each day brings along new adventures and new obstacles, but most 

importantly, new mercies from our heavenly Father. The children have been behaving 

outstandingly and have taken things positively as the City of Refuge staff plans different 

activities for them to do through the week. During this time, we’ve come to a realization that the Lord has a 

purpose for every single worker He put at the City of Refuge and has armed these people with patience, 

imagination, guidance and love. Although it is not easy for them to be away from their homes during difficult 

times, God has made the City of Refuge a place to call home and the people to call family. Love reigns at our 

City and is reflected every day in our kids’ faces. God’s love protects us, and we shall not fear. 

   We are blessed to report that all of our kids and personnel are healthy.  We try to run things as close to a 

regular day as possible, that means regular homework/study time, sports and exercise time, activities and of 

course, church services. 

   One activity they like is baking. God has put such talented people at the City of Refuge; one of them is Tia 

Lidia, who often teachers the kids how to cook and bake different dishes. This time, they baked Semites, 

Honduran sweet bread. Every child, from the youngest to the oldest, enjoyed this activity. Everyone found 

something that they were good at and helped in the process. Later, they ate the delicious Semites before dinner. 

We could not believe how good they tasted. As our previous post mentioned, these activities are not meant for 

the kids to be entertained, but to find and learn life skills and use their time wisely. Although it was fun to bake, 

they realized that they were capable of doing great things with their purposeful hands. 

 

Lowell & Claudia Wertz 

Serving Joy in the Harvest in Tanzania, Africa.  
They are currently sidelined in the states because of the virus. They are not able to re-enter Africa at this time. 

   Your editor reached out to Claudia via email asking how things were going for them in Illinois. She writes 

back: 

“It’s HOT here in the Chicago area too, but Lowell and I are used to warmer weather. Lowell has been working 

on our camper installing solar panels on the roof, installing 5 lithium batteries under the bed (there goes my 

storage space), insulating and wiring our little home on wheels. While we wait on the Lord for direction 

concerning a safe time to return to Tanzania, we are keeping in touch with our staff there that is doing a great 

job keeping the Radio JOY station on the air 24/7. We just have to keep them in prayer and wire funds to our 

bank there so our workers can get paid and to pay the other ministry bills. 

   Our container is packed and sitting in a Public Storage unit waiting for confirmation from Tanzania as to 

when it’s safe to send it. 

   We also appreciate our dear friends and the support from Peace UMC”. 

 

Blessings, Claudia 

 

Phil & Kris Nelson 

Serving at Mission Aviation Fellowship headquarters in Nampa, Idaho 

   I also reached out to the Nelson’s and asked how things are going for them out in Idaho. Phil wrote me back 

“Dear Friends at Peace UMC, 

   I’m sure most of you have had Covid-19 throw a wrench into your summer plans. That has been the case for 

us. Our plan was to leave on vacation on July 6 and be in the Midwest for a couple weeks. We would have been 

in Richland Center last weekend and visited Peace UMC, if that was possible. Due to the rising cases number of 

Covid-19 cases in Idaho, and the fact that Kris had first hand exposure with two people, we decided it was best 

to not make the trip. Another big factor is that all of our parents are all now in their 80s. We have since found 

out that both of the people Kris was exposed to turned out to be negative for Covid-19.   

   Even though Kris and I didn’t make it to the Midwest, were able to do a day trip last Friday to see the 

Sawtooth Mountains in eastern Idaho, which are absolutely spectacular. We are planning on a few more local 

adventures before things get busy again.   



   Kris has had a busy summer; last week was her only full week off from teaching and planning. Prior to this 

she was teaching summer school for a handful of students. Starting today she is working half time in 

preparation for the fall semester.  

   I have been quite busy at MAF too. I worked from home for about 4 weeks in April due to Covid-19. In May 

we had three new families here for our 7 week pre-field technical training course plus 3 more who were sent 

home in the middle of the spring class. These 6 men kept me and the other two maintenance instructors busy 

through the end of June. Even though we didn’t travel to the Midwest, I am enjoying a couple weeks off and 

able to relax and work on a few projects. When August rolls around I will be right back into training the next 

group of pre-fielders, as well as doing a few technical evaluations for potential candidates. 

   One of the challenges MAF is facing is deciding when each of these new families can depart to their country 

of service. Each country has different rules and restrictions for Covid-19, which makes it very difficult to make 

plans for anything. Most of these families are ready to begin their language acquisition, which is typically in 

country. Please remember us and these families in your prayers. 

   Thank you for your faithful support of our ministry with Mission Aviation Fellowship. We couldn’t do this 

without your prayers and financial support. May God bless you, keep you, and make His face shine upon each 

one of you.” 

 

Gratefully, Phil & Kris Nelson 

Jason & Deb Shirek 

Serving In HIM Ministry in Lobatse, Botswana 
   Deb and the kids have been in Francistown since June 25

th
 staying with friends.  We traveled there to try to get 

the vehicle that has been broken down and with a mechanic since last August.  A new engine was purchased and 

all fees were paid at that time.  Since we live 7 hours away, it was not a priority job.  The new engine was 

finally put in, but then other problems arose.  A new radiator had to be purchased from South Africa, but due to 

coronavirus, it has taken much longer with the border being closed.  The radiator is now in, but now new 

electrical and computer things need addressed.  So needing to pay more money.  So far we have paid enough we 

could have gotten a new vehicle. 

   Jason remains in Labotse and has gotten to work with the chaplain from the prison again.  The chaplain lets 

him know of releases and needs for physical and spiritual as they adjust to the outside world.  He is not allowed, 

in due to the state of emergency guidelines declared through October. 

   The youth center was just allowed to open this week.  The church is still meeting via zoom. 

   Please pray for the car situation, timeliness and financial, and ministry opportunities to continue despite 

restrictions.  Jason is scheduled to fly to the United States in September, so please pray a way for that to become 

a reality. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

2020 Mission Report 
          Mission:              June                    Year to Date 

Phil & Kris Nelson         $   25.00       $  850.00 

Lowell & Claudia Wertz             25.00          825.00 

Jason & Deb Shirek              50.00                     850.00 

Lydia’s House Ministries             50.00              225.00 

Disabled Vets               25.00          175.00 

Shoe Boxes                 -0-            64.00 

Missions             305.00                  1,046.00 

4
th

 Sunday offerings                           -0-              5.00     

4
th

 Sunday school offerings               -0-                     10.00 

Shoebox postage                -0-    5.00  

Children’s Missions      

Total                      $  480.00           $4,055.00 

 

 



2ND QUARTER MISSION SPLIT  
   The Mission Committee met via phone call to discuss how to split the money we received from April through   

June for Missions, 4
th

 Sunday offerings and 4
th

 Sunday school offerings. The total amount to be split was 

$1,061.00. 

   The Committee decided to give the following: 

Nelson’s              $200.00 

Wertz’           200.00 

Shrieks’         200.00 

Lydia’s House Ministries 100.00 

Richland County Vets  100.00 

    For transportation costs 

Shoe boxes   100.00 

Children’s Missions  161.00 

   For City of Refuge in Comayagua, Honduras 

   The Committee would like to thank those who gave to Missions for the past three months. Your donations are 

making a big difference in the lives of our missionaries. 

 

 

WORSHIP IN THE PARK IN OUR 16
TH

 YEAR! 
   This year Worship in the Park will be very different. We will not be in Krouskop Park, but at the Drive-in 

Theater on Hwy 14 East. We will stay in our vehicles and the service will be played on the large screen for all 

to see. We still need to iron out a few things, but for now this is what we have. 

   As most of you may remember, in 2007 we were flooded out so didn’t have a service. In 2008 we had a flood, 

but were still able to have the worship service as planned. This year instead of a flood, we have the pandemic 

and uncertainty as to what will happen surging around us. We have persevered through all of that and with 

God’s help; we will get through this too. 

   As things get ironed out for our 16
th

 year, we will keep you posted in the bulletin and on our website. In the 

meantime, please pray for the churches that are in charge of the event this year. The event is once again being 

sponsored by the Richland County Ministerial Association. 

 

 

PRAYER FOCUS 
   Every Wednesday, Paul McManaway sends me scripture and a very timely message that I share will 

everyone. It’s both an email blast and in a handout in the bulletin because I’m not certain who will be in church 

the next Sunday. I even send to our shut-ins with their weekly bulletin and Home Touch page. 

   On July 8
th

, Paul sent me the following and I thought it was very appropriate to share again in the newsletter. 

“As the battle to defeat COVID-19 continues, we feel it is important that we stiffen our resolve, NOT relax it. 

God has blessed us with the expertise of medical professionals who know the disease and the best way to beat 

it. We should pray for the grace to be obedient to their instruction. Contrary creatures that we are we often find 

God’s Will to be in opposition to ours. That really can make obedience very difficult for us at times. 

   For their sake and the sake of the greater community, let’s pray these scriptures this week, as God is showing 

us how to remain healthy enough to continue to serve Him and our community. 

 Romans 13:1: Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities for there is no authority except that 

which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 

 Romans 12:11: Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 

 Luke 9:23: Then he said to them all: Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take 

up their cross daily and follow me. 

  May God continue to bless you and keep you well.” 

   I want to thank Paul for his wisdom and knowledge to say just the right thing each and every week. These are 

all very timely messages as we face an uncertain future. 

 



  Dear Friends at Peace, 

   I want to thank all of you for the beautiful flowers Joan delivered to me on June 21
st
. They 

were the flowers from the altar for Sundays Worship service. They were absolutely beautiful 

and I was so pleased to receive them as that was Marv’s and my wedding anniversary. Even 

though Marv is gone, it felt like he was there with me that day. 

       I also enjoyed my visit with Joan as we social distanced outside and caught up on what’s 

been happening in our lives. 

   I also want to thank the Peace and Trinity Visitation Ministry for the lovely cards I receive each month. I feel 

blessed! 

   God’s blessings to all and again thank you very much. 

 Barb Hewuse 

 

The Hazel and Alphonse Corner 

   As I continue to work remotely and safely from home, Hazel and Alphonse haven’t been found hanging from 

any part of my office. They must be good or no one knows that they are doing things wrong. I know Alphonse 

is mad that the candy is gone from the office, as he loves to snack on chocolate. 

   The United States and especially the state of Wisconsin is still gripped with growing cases in the COVID-19 

pandemic. No one knows when it will end as it continues to grow all over the world. For that reason, plus my 

health issues, I am continuing to work remotely from home and will do so until I feel safe coming back to 

working in the office. I do come into the office about two or three times a week to get the mail, water the 

flowers and to pick up what I’ve printed from home. I also put the bulletins together and distribute in the 

sanctuary once a week. 

   Working from home has its challenges. Mack loves to steal my office chair space. It seems the minutes I get 

up to get a paper, hymnal or Bible, answer my phone, answer the door bell or get a cup of coffee, she’s in my 

office chair all set to take a nap. 

   Another is that I’m always working on the computer on church things. It might be the middle of the night and 

I get an idea or something pops in my head that I need to take care of, so I get up, turn on the computer, access 

my work computer and get to work. This is very similar to what happens when I think I’m done for the day, but 

then I get a phone call or text message about something that needs to be done, so back on the computer again. I 

don’t mind the interruptions in my day or night, as that’s why I’m working from home for you. 

   Now enough about working from home. I’ll let everyone know the deadline for the September issue of Peace 

to You will be Monday, August 17
th

, at noon. 

   Please reach out to our shut-ins in nursing facilities. They aren’t able to get out like we can and be safe. We 

are all in this together. As Paul McManaway put in a message to all, “God loves you and so do we!” Stay safe 

everyone. Our prayers go out to all. 

   A side piece. Below are the girls in their normal habitat during the day. However, for some reason Mack likes 

my office chair most of the time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Mike asleep in my 

recliner. Her spot for 

most of the day. She gets 

mad at me when I try to 

sit down  beside her. If I 

insist in sitting there 

with her, she climbs on 

the back of the recliner 

and starts chewing my 

hair. 

Mack going to sleep in 

my office chair. That’s 

mine girl! You need to 

get up so I can get back to 

work. 

   Note, she doesn’t move 

very fast. I have to sit 

down on the edge so 

she’ll move. Usually it’s 

to the recliner next to my 

desk to bump my arm. 



AUGUST MINISTRY ROSTER

SOUND SYSTEM OPERATORS    ATTENDANCE 
8-02 Paul Knower      7-05 27 

8-09 Dave Turk      7-12 23 

8-16         7-19 29 

8-23         7-26 26 

8-30 

 
 

GENERAL FUND – JUNE 
$   -1,818.72  - 2019 Ending Balance 

    55,100.95 – January – June Revenue 

   -58,131.11 – January – June Expenses 

     -4,848.88 – Balance as of June 30, 2020 

 

 

WILLOW 
   The billowing branches of the “weeping willow” symbolize mourning, especially of the 

Israelites as they endured captivity. The willow, which grows well in marshy areas, is 

associated in the Bible with fruitful, well-watered land (see Ezekiel 17:5) In descriptions of 

Old Testament festivals of praise, God’s people were told “to take branches from luxuriant 

trees – from palms, willows and other leafy trees – and rejoice before the Lord your God for 

seven days” (Leviticus 23:40, NIV). 

 

 

GOD AMID PANDEMIC 
   Last spring, life changed as we became familiar with terms such as social distancing, flattening the curve and 

self-quarantining. We could hardly believe the closed schools, businesses and especially churches – just as Holy 

Week and Easter drew near! The coronavirus ran rampant in the world. Where was God? 

   But as the spread continued, many civic leaders stepped up, calmly informing us of the facts, or actions being 

taken to mitigate the crisis and of how we could help. Healthcare professionals risked their lives and endured 

separation from families; teaches drew on astounding stores of creativity to teach online; pastors delivered 

sermons and lessons to empty sanctuaries as members listened and prayed while living in lockdown. Surely 

God was present – through them! 

  Then I remembered how God assures us through Isaiah, Fear not! When you pass through the water, the fires, 

yes even the pandemics of this world, I will be with you” (Isaiah 43:1-2, paraphrased). And Jesus echoes, “I am 

with you always” (Matthew 28:20). 

 

 

SHINE ON, FRIENDS! 
   Friendship is one of the greatest gifts a human being can receive. It is a bond beyond 

common goals, common interests or common histories. It is a bond stronger than sexual 

union can create, deeper than a shared fate can solidify and even more intimate than the 

bonds of marriage or community. 

   Friendship is being with the other in joy and sorrow, even when we cannot increase the joy or decrease the 

sorrow. It is a unity of souls that gives nobility and sincerity to love. Friendship makes all of life shine brightly. 

--Henri Nouwen 

 

 

 



 

   
2 Alan Walling  

2 Larry Winger  

4 Tina Jones  

5 Jerry Berres  

7 Ardella Barnes  

7 Mary Jane Honer  

11 Isaac Boomfield  

11 Ron Pittman  

14 Jennifer Hall  

14 Henry Drone  

17 Jireh Shirek  

19 Erv Bunge  

21 Anya Drone  

30 Jennifer Foley  

31 Janis McCollum  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

 

1 Shaun & Jill Tjossem  

3 Rick & Tina Jones  

8 Dennis & Debbie Sandmire  

10 Grant & Stephanie Worthington  

11 Ed & Barb Borton  

17 Fred & Kate Dillon  

19 Greg & Rachel Geiselman  

27 Jared & Hillary Baker  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

 

 

 

 



 August  2020  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1  
 

2  
10:30 a.m. – Worship 

3:30 p.m. – Worship 
Service on NOVA 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
7:00 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

6  
 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
10:30 a.m. – Worship 

3:30 p.m. – Worship 
Service on NOVA 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
7:00 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

13 14  
 

15  
 

16  
10:30 a.m. – Worship 

3:30 p.m. – Worship 
Service on NOVA 

17  
Noon – Newsletter 
deadline 

18  
 

19  
7:00 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

20  
6:30 p.m. – Ad 
Council 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
10:30 a.m. – Worship 

3:30 p.m. – Worship 
Service on NOVA 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
7:00 p.m. – Bible 
Study 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
10:30 a.m. – Worship 

3:30 p.m. – Worship 
Service on NOVA 

31  
 

 

 

 

 

Bible Quiz 
In John of Patmos’ vision, what is special about the 12  

gates of the New Jerusalem? 

 

A. They are made of gold and always closed.  

B. They are made of amethyst and onyx. 

C. They are closed by day and open by night. 

D. They are made of pearl and never closed. 

 

 
 

 

Answer: D (See Revelation 21:21, 

25 



 
 



 

 

 

 

Peace United Methodist Church     

265 North Church Street     Sunday Mornings: 

Richland Center, WI 53581      9:30 a.m. – Sunday school – At a later date 

608-647-4559      10:30 a.m. - Worship Service 

         3:30 p.m. - Worship Service on NOVA  

“Our purpose at Peace is to          

make disciples of Jesus Christ for      

the transformation of the world.”           
 

 

Pastor Rey Díaz 
Pastor’s cell phone: 608-475-3677 

Pastor’s e-mail: zoolaar@live.com 
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Pastor: Rey Díaz    Joan’s Office Hours:     Visit our Website at 

Adm. Assistant: Joan Wheeler     Monday-Thursday  http://www.umchurchrc.org 

Custodian: Bert Kelsey      Still working remotely or E-mail us at     

Treasurer: Vic Vlasak    from home as the  peaceumc.rc@gmail.com 

Visitation Ministry: Barb Nimocks  virus keeps spreading  facebook.com/rcpeaceumc 

Worship Leader: Pam Peterson-Kintz I can be reached at       

        475-2203 

          Worship Service on NOVA: 
          3:30 p.m. - Sunday Afternoons 

          Genuine Telecom - 12 

          Charter (without HD - 95 

          Charter (with HD) - 984 
             

 

 

 

 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We are called to bring all into the family of God and deepen/mature their faith in Jesus 

Christ. Using each of our individual gifts, we envision this happening through P-E-A-C-E. 

Praise & celebrative worship. 

Evangelism - Inviting all to proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

Anchored in Word of God. 

Compassionate, caring Christian community. 

Encompassing Ministries - focusing on the needs of the community and beyond. 


