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CHRISTIANS IN ANTIOCH 
 

     We are followers of our Lord Jesus Christ. He modeled for us a life centered in God and all that he did was 

to please his heavenly Father. Christ was obedient to his Father because he was from the same nature as God, as 

well as the same nature as the Holy Spirit. All that he did or said was according to the will of the One who sent 

him. 

 

     Our Christian lives are to follow the example of Christ. Christ lived to glorify God in whatever he said or 

did. During his ministry on earth his love, compassion, and kindness were an excellent example that he came 

from God. He did not claim ownership over any material possessions.  Even though he created this universe as a 

part of the Holy Trinity, he did not claim it as his own. He did not even have a pillow where he could lay his 

head. The cross was not meant for him, neither was the tomb. Like Jesus, his first disciples were very poor. 

Jesus Christ was rich, but he became poor so that with his poverty we may be enriched. 

 

     The first followers of our Lord Jesus Christ were called Christians in Antioch. The people who lived in the 

city of Antioch saw Christ’s disciples as people who possessed similar characteristics to those they observed in 

Christ while he was living on earth. They identified his disciples with Christ because of this and that is the main 

reason why they were called “Christians”. 

 

     Before Antioch they were called “people of the way” because they always were traveling from one city to 

the next to proclaim the word of the Lord in obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Lord had expressed to 

them in the Great Commission to go into the world and make disciples in all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 

     The Apostle Paul, in his letter to the Romans, said: “If your enemies are hungry, give them something to eat. 

And if they are thirsty, give them something to drink. This will be the same as piling burning coals on their 

heads.  Don’t let evil defeat you, but defeat evil with good.” These few words teach us about the principle rules 

for Christian living in a world where people were not willing to treat their enemies with love and respect. 

Showing love and compassion to one’s enemy for basic needs like hunger and thirst demonstrates the difference 

between Christian and non-Christians. The question today could be, “Are we willing to obey these rules or do 

we need to modify them so that Christianity becomes more acceptable to everyone in society?” 

 

     The first believers who obeyed the Lord Jesus Christ were well known by people everywhere because of 

their simplicity, their love, and their kindness for everyone in a cruel society. Even though these rules were 

difficult to obey, the followers of our Lord Jesus Christ abided by them as a good example that Christ was 

living inside them.  Therefore, they lived like Jesus Christ. This was the main reason why the disciples were 

called “Christians” for the first time in Antioch.  Christ living in us is the hope of Glory! 

 

Pastor Rey Díaz 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



GIVING: THE ONLY CONSTANT  LIFE IS CHANGE 

 

No woman/man steps into the same river twice.  For it is not the same river and she/he is not the same 

woman/man. –Heraclitus of Ephesus (c. 500 BC)  

 

   What will church be like after the pandemic?  We should plan for it to be different.  The Israelites returned 

from exile to rebuild the temple, as well as their religion.  However, neither was the same as it had been.  

 

   Around the same time, the Greek philosopher Heraclitus noted that, “The only constant in life is change.”  No 

one can step into the same church twice, especially post-Covid-19.  

 

 In the post-Covid-19 church: Worship will be online.  Most churches find that the number of links to online 

worship is greater than their average attendance before the epidemic.  Who would go back to serving fewer 

people?  Therefore, we will have in-person and online services.  However, we will need new ways of reaching 

out to people who may not live nearby. 

 

   Buildings will be less important.  We spend a quarter to a third of our budgets on physical properties.  That 

will likely change, though slowly.  

 

   Time will be less important.  Many churches record their worship and people can watch anytime.  No more 

will our churches be able to ignore those who work, travel, or spend time with family on Sunday mornings.  

 

   How you support the church will change as well.  You may not be present, but God will still be working 

through the church.  Thus, your giving will have to be digital (funds transfer, online giving, etc.). 

 

   How we relate to the community will change.   We will have to be more adaptable to changing circumstances.  

For example, right now a famine is starting.  As food grows scarce, rising prices thrust many families into 

famine-like circumstances. How will our church help feed others, not just at home, but around the world?  

 

Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 

 

Visit the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at: 

www.wumf.org email or Facebook/wumf.org 

or call 1-888-903-9863 

 

 

THE “WOW” FACTOR 
   After the final note concluded at a recent symphony performance in Boston, the 

conductor hadn’t yet lowered his baton when a child exclaimed, “Wow!” The break in 

protocol, magnified by excellent acoustics, didn’t upset the participants or audience, 

however. Instead, several later said it brought them great joy. One even called the 

moment life-changing. 

   The incident was especially meaningful because the child, a 9-year old named Ronan, has autism and is 

generally nonverbal. Music, his family says, tends to attract his interest and make him happy. When symphony 

officials learned Ronan’s identity, they arranged a private performance so he could meet some musicians. 

   How often do you shout “Wow!” – in a good way – at what you see and hear? You may tend to do so on 

vacation or while observing God’s natural wonders, but what about during your day-to-day life? When have 

these sparked a “Wow!” of thanks to God. 

  Every blessing, large or small, is a wow-moment – a gift from God that warrants our praise. 

                                                                                                  –adapted from Home Touch Ministry 

 

http://www.wumf.org/


MISSION NEWS 
City of Refuge – Comayagua, Honduras 

   Despite the natural response of our body and mind to fall into chaos and anxiety, there is so 

much more that God has prepared for us during this time of quarantine. Fighting with stress, 

fear and the enemy in general has been one of the tasks embraced at the City of Refuge. The 

tíos (guys), tías (girls) and members of the staff have been preparing many activities for the 

kids. Like our psychologist, Julissa, mentioned, it’s not to have fun, but to prepare ourselves and the kids for the 

arrival of Jesus Christ. The main purpose of the activities is to deliver a message enlightened by the Holy Ghost. 

The City of Refuge staff has been getting the kids to be closer to God during this time so they can discern that 

this is what God has intended to happen and that they are exactly where they are supposed to be for a purpose. 

Here are some of the activities done from April 27
th

 through May 5
th

. 

 

Bonfire: This activity was done with the boys and Lic. Josué. They took their dinner with them and had a short 

walk. They prepared a bonfire and had dinner around it. This time was special for the boys since they had the 

opportunity to contemplate the value and the meaning of the Cross. The boys shared some thoughts and 

expressed gratitude for everything they have during these hard times. 

 

Cotton Candy Fair: The kids, supervised by the tíos and tias, prepared some cotton candy for everyone. These 

activities are done with the purpose of teaching the kids life skills, as well as understanding that there is so 

much more that they are able to do if they try. It is very important to involve everyone in such activities so they 

can feel useful and realize how valuable they are. 

 

Soccer time: This is a favorite activity at the City of Refuge. Our kids are very talented soccer players.  

Generally, boys play with boys and girls with girls. This time, there were mixed teams, and they learned the 

importance of team work, as well as how important and valuable their partners are. They understood how they 

are all the same in God’s eyes. 

 

Phil & Kris Nelson 

Serving at MAF (Mission Aviation Fellowship) headquarters in Nampa, Idaho 

 

Praise and Thanksgiving 

 Let’s remember to praise God! He was not caught by surprise by the  COVID-19 pandemic. He is still in 

control. We don’t need to be anxious about anything. He is able to care for our needs, as well as the ones 

we love. 

 God has met our needs in this uncertain time. All of our kids are working too! 

 

Prayer 

 Countless people worldwide have been severely affected by COVID-19 

 That this situation would bring people closer to God 

 Wisdom in how to love our neighbors 

 Patience for all of us as we continue to work at home 

 Wisdom when we come out of the COVID-19 situation 

 

If you wish to correspond with Phil and Kris, you may email them at pnelson@maf.org  

 

 Lowell & Claudia Wertz 

Serving Joy in the Harvest in Tanzania, Africa 
They are currently on an extended furlough in Illinois due to COVID-19. They are still not able to fly back to 

their home in Tanzania. 

   In their March newsletter, Lowell writes: 

It was January, 1980 – after nearly eight years of daily preparation – we were about to walk down the jetway to 

our plane at O’Hare Airport. We were about to begin our journey to Africa and a new life. 

mailto:pnelson@maf.org


   Claudia had never been to Africa. I had. I knew then, as I know now, God made me for Africa. Claudia turned 

to me and said, “If I panic in the jetway, slap my face and drag me onto that airplane by my hair.” My wife was 

teaching me about courage and commitment. She was launching into the unknown. I knew God had given her 

the “right stuff” to do this. There was no last second panic. And forty years later she has proven she has the 

“right stuff”. 

   This past January we celebrated the walk down the jetway and into forty fantastic years of serving the 

Lord as missionaries in Africa. 
   Those years contained rich, meaningful, and yet sometimes scary experiences. We were right where God 

wanted us to be. 

   If you wish to correspond with Lowell & Claudia, they can be reached at wertz@joyintheharvest.com or at 

Joy in the Harvest, PO Box 496, Lansing, IL 60438 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOMETHING AS AN EXPLANATORY WORD SOLVES A PROBLEM 
   In the 1930s it was legal for people to explode fireworks quite freely. Thus it was that in 1937, when the 

Fourth of July was on a Sunday, some of the youth in Paulding, Ohio, were popping firecrackers while the Rev. 

Eldred Johnston was starting to lead a worship service. A couple of loud explosions were enough for the pastor 

to realize that he needed to deal with the problem.  

   Therefore, the preacher asked the choir director to lead a hymn-sing for a few minutes. Then he slipped out a 

door, walked out to where the boys were gathered and began talking kindly to them. “Fellows,” he said, “I used 

to enjoy shooting fireworks as much as you do, and I know it’s an historic way to show our patriotic pride on 

Independence Day. But don’t forget that many in this town are gathered in worship at this hour, and the noise is 

very distracting. Now, I don’t want to interfere with your religious liberty. All I’m asking is that you wait until 

church services are over – about an hour – and then shoot your firecrackers all you want.” The pastor smiled at 

each of the boys and returned to the church. 

   Writing about the experience later, he said that he half-expected to hear rebellious explosions in defiance of 

his request. The boys, however, respectfully waited until the worship hour was over. 

   Kind and sincere words explaining the problem and requesting help in solving it often bring desirable results. 

The book of James reminds us of what we might call “heavenly wisdom,” something we all need. 

   “The wisdom from above is first pure then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, 

without uncertainty or insincerity” (James 3:17). 

                                                                                                           – Pastor Johnston’s experience, 
 

                                           
 

2020 Mission Report 
          Mission:              May                    Year to Date 

Phil & Kris Nelson         $   50.00         $825.00 

Lowell & Claudia Wertz             50.00          800.00 

Jason & Deb Shirek              75.00                     800.00 

Lydia’s House Ministries             75.00              175.00 

Disabled Vets               50.00          150.00 

Shoe Boxes                 -0-            64.00 

Missions             560.00          741.00 

4
th

 Sunday offerings                           -0-              -0-     

4
th

 Sunday school offerings               5.00                 10.00 

Shoebox postage                -0-    5.00  

Total                      $  865.00           $3,570.00 

 

mailto:wertz@joyintheharvest.com


Dear Peace United Methodist Church Members, 

   Thank you for the gift of $785.00 that was received from you. It will help us fight food 

insecurity in our county. Thanks for being a part of our team and joining with us in this effort. 

Your generosity makes a difference! 

   Thank You! 

Jerry Bower, President 

    The Richland Community Food Pantry 

 

To My Peace Family, 

   I am very humbled to receive the Robert and Kevin Knause Scholarship. I plan on using this gift of money to 

help pay for some of my college expenses. Please continue to pray for me as I enter the next chapter in my life. 

Collin Moore 

 

To My Peace Church Family, 

   I want to thank Pastor Rey, the members of Peace and the Visitation Team for continuing to remember me. I 

am grateful to be able to watch the service and partake of Communion.  

   The flowers I received on May 31
st
 really brightened my day. 

Donna Sharp 

(Editor’s note: Donna receives the service over her computer on Sunday afternoons after Dave Turk works his 

magic to get the service to Vimeo. Joan then sends it out to those she has email addresses for. Donna also 

received prepackaged Communion elements delivered by Joan for June and July). 

 

The Hazel and Alphonse Corner 
   No they are still at church in the office doing whatever they wish since no one is currently 

in the office. Joan continues to work remotely from home with her new assistants, Mike and 

Mack. Mack wanted her say this month in the newsletter, however, she doesn’t like to sit 

still. Her favorite thing to do is bump my arm or hand to get attention. As I write this, Mack 

is sound asleep in a recliner in the living room and Mike is sound asleep in my recliner. 

These are their favorite spots to sleep. Normally they are in a window but the sun isn’t shining today, so no 

window watching for them. 

  Life remains the same even though Peace has reopened to in person worship and Social Distancing. Hand 

sanitizers, and face masks are available to those who wish to use them. Bulletins are placed, using Social 

Distancing, in the pews. Some pews are blocked off to help with Social Distancing as well. No food or drink is 

being consumed inside the church and people are asked to leave the building as soon as the service is done so 

there is no lingering in the building. These safety features were recommended by our insurance company and 

our Conference office. Gone are the days of having snacks, coffee or water before, during and after the service. 

Gone is lingering in Peace plaza to talk to people they haven’t seen in a week or to discuss where to go for 

lunch. Hopefully, we will get back to enjoying these little things again. 

   Joan has even canceled her yearly flight to the state of Washington to see her family as she’s concerned about 

the virus and flying. Plus she doesn’t want to get her Aunt and Uncle or cousins ill if she should come in contact 

with someone on the flight that is ill. She told her cousin that maybe next year she’ll drive out instead of flying. 

Her aunt and uncle remain at home only going out for doctor visits. The kids get their groceries for them as 

Joan’s Uncle Allen is extremely at risk and her aunt doesn’t want to bring home the virus. They also worship 

remotely from home, as their church has not opened up yet and may not for another month or more. 

   There are so many what if’s right now, no one knows for sure what will happen except God. We need to 

remember that only He is in control. So we need to put our faith in Him and pray to Him about what is going 

on. Eventually, all will be made clear, but as Pastor Rey has said, “This virus is not over with and won’t be for 

some time to come”.  

   In the meantime, life goes on. Mack is now walking up the recliner arm, walking across my desk and then 

back to the recliner to do it all over again. She’s weird. The deadline for the August issue of Peace to You is 

Monday, July 20
th

, at noon. Please have all articles to Joan by that time. Thank you and stay safe. 



MINISTRY ROSTER
 

SOUND SYSTEM OPERATORS                 GENERAL FUND – MAY 
7-05 Paul Knower      $  -1,818.72   - 2019 Ending Balance 

7-12 Dave Turk          47,176.24 – January-May Revenue 

            7-19 Open – We need volunteers       -49,236.58 – January-May Expenses 

7-26 Open – We need volunteers           -3,879.06 – Balance as of 5-31-2020 

 

HOSPITALITY COORDINATORS 
The hospitality Ministry is not running right now. They will begin when they feel safe to attend in 

person worship services again. 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
   Our sound system ministry has taken quite a hit since we’ve been closed. Isaac Boomfield has moved and 

joined the Armed Forces. Paul Knower is only able to work one Sunday a month which leaved Dave Turk to do 

the other Sunday’s. Dave and Briana are going on vacation this month and we need someone to help step in to 

run the sound system and video tape the service. If you are that someone, please see Dave or call him at 649-

1310 or 604-0846. 

   Dave has been running the sound system since we closed in early March and has then spent a good share of 

his Sunday getting the DVD ready to be sent to Vimeo so that others can see the worship service in their home. 

Dave has said he will continue to work with Vimeo but the service will be delayed until he gets back from 

vacation. If we have some computer techies out there that could help with that end, that would also be great. It’s 

a huge burden for Dave to do, however, he has done it so that no one misses out on Pastor Rey’s sermons or the 

great singing of our Worship Team. 

 

VAN MINISTRY 
   Since we closed the van has not run. Van Coordinator Terry Nimocks has not said when the van will resume 

its service. Since the van can’t social distance, the van driver and occupants will be required to wear a face 

mask. As an added precaution, they van will be sanitized after each use. We will keep you posted on when the 

van will resume again. 

 

MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
1. The Food Pantry is looking for more food donations. We have a donation box in Peace Plaza between the 

restrooms for you to place your non-perishable contributions in. Our main collection Sunday is the first of 

every month but will welcome donations at any time. 
 

2. The Food Pantry is open every Wednesday afternoon from 4:00 – 5:30 p.m. at the Lighthouse Chapel on 

Cairns Avenue. 

 

 

JERUSALEM CROSS 

   The complex cross, also called the Crusader’s Cross or Fivefold Cross, has several 

interpretations. The main cross is composed of four tau (T) crosses representing the Old Testament 

law. The four small Greek crosses symbolize the fulfillment of the law in the gospel. The five 

crosses together represent the church’s mission: to spread the gospel to the four corners of the earth. They’re 

also said to symbolize Christ’s five wounds (hands, feet and side). 

 

 

 



 

  

6 Corey Kanable  

9 Hattie Mae Shirek  

12 Alan Baker  

13 Olivia Gochenaur  

17 Kathy Schwinefus  

17 Karen Parker  

18 Dave Turk  

19 Gretchen Kanable  

20 Harriett Hendricks  

25 Charles Denman  

25 Terry Nimocks  

26 Hannah Nimocks  

27 Ed Borton  

27 Jean McManaway  

29 Allen Kaszubski  

29 Emmett Drone  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

 

7 David & Donna Sharp  

11 Dave & Briana Turk  

22 Allen & Terri Kaszubski  

24 Randy & Bonnie Richardson  

26 Larry & Sandy Keller  

28 David & Marge Brock  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

 

 



 July  2020  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1  
No Trustee meeting 
at this time. 

2  
 

3  
 

4 Independence  Day 
 

5  
10:30 a.m. – Worship 

3:30 p.m. - NOVA 

6  
The office is closed 
in observance of the 
4th of July 

7  
 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
Noon – 5:00 p.m. - 
Graduation Party for 
Collin Moore at his 
home 

12  
10:30 a.m. – Worship 

3:30 p.m. - NOVA 

13  
 

14  
 

15  
 

16  
No Ad Council 
meeting at this time. 
Perhaps in August 

 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
10:30 a.m. – Worship 

3:30 p.m. - NOVA 

20  
Noon – Newsletter 
deadline 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
10:30 a.m. – Worship 

3:30 p.m. - NOVA 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
 

 

 

 

Graduation Party 
   Since all of you have been a big part of my life as I grew up in Peace Church, I 

would like to invite you to my graduation party. 

   My party will be held on Saturday, July 11
th

, from Noon – 5:00 p.m.at my home, 

20852 Buck Run Lane. I hope you can come and celebrate with me. 
 

   In case you missed last month’s announcement in the newsletter, Collin will be attending UW-

Platteville in the Fall to pursue a career in the Criminal Justice field. He hopes to work his way 

up to becoming a K9 handler. 

 
 

 

 



 



 

 

 

Peace United Methodist Church  `  Sunday Mornings: 

265 North Church Street      9:30 a.m. – No Sunday School for now   

Richland Center, WI 53581    10:30 a.m. - Worship Service    (New time) 

608-647-4559         3:30 p.m. - Worship Service on NOVA  

           7:00 p.m. - Praise & Prayer Service   

     

“Our purpose at Peace is to          

make disciples of Jesus Christ for      

the transformation of the world.”      

           

 

Pastor Rey Díaz 
Pastor’s cell phone: 608-475-3677 

Pastor’s e-mail: zoolaar@live.com 

 

     

 

 

 

 
  
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor: Rey Díaz    Joan’s Office Hours:     Visit our Website at 

Adm. Assistant: Joan Wheeler  Due to COVID -19       http://www.umchurchrc.org 

Custodian: Bert Kelsey     I will continue working or E-mail us at  

Treasurer: Vic Vlasak            remotely from home –  peaceumc.rc@gmail.com 

Visitation Ministry: Barb Nimocks         475-2203   facebook.com/rcpeaceumc 

Worship Leader: Pam Peterson-Kintz    

           Worship Service on NOVA: 
          3:30 p.m. - Sunday Afternoons 

          Genuine Telecom - 12 

          Charter (without HD) - 95 

          Charter (with HD) - 984  
  

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We are called to bring all into the family of God and deepen/mature their faith in Jesus 

Christ. using each of our individual gifts, we envision this happening through P-E-A-C-E. 

Praise & celebrative worship. 

Evangelism - Inviting all to proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

Anchored in the Word of God. 

Compassionate, caring Christian community. 

Encompassing Ministries - focusing on the needs of the community and beyond. 
 



 


