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     Christmas brings close to us the love of the Father, in the person of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Christmas is the celebration of the Advent and the expected second coming of the Lord 
Jesus.  The Savior of the world, who makes us feel a sense of hope and peace in a world that 

 needs to discover the reason why he is coming again. 
     This season, like any previous one, invites us to change our attitudes toward God and the rest 
of humanity. This is a great time to celebrate the gift that came from heaven 2,000 years ago.  
Now we are expecting Him to return back to earth to take us out of this earth because He is the 

 one who has paid for our sins with the price of His own blood.  
     There are many prophecies that have been fulfilled already about the Messiah, but there are 
others that are going to be fulfilled very soon. We are living at the end of times, but we are 
living these days full of the hope and the joy the gospel brings to all of us. During this time while 
we are waiting for the prophecy to be fulfill about his second coming, Christ is calling us to be 

 involved in the different ministries of the church.
     Some of you are called to be evangelists; others to the ministry of teaching.  Services in the 
New Testament period were done by people called deacons and some are called to that.  Some 
are called to the office of administration or the proclamation of the word of the Lord.  Some 
were called to be prophets; others to be involved in the ministry of healing and others to the 
ministry of liturgy.  Some are called to the ministries of intercession, visitation, and prayer; 
others to comfort the afflicted.  All of these ministries must be done with a humble spirit and 

 love.   
     If we belong to the Christian church, then we are called to be active members of the body of 
Christ. The United Methodist Church was not formed by conformists. They encountered the God 
of Abraham, Isaiah and Jacob, who called them and us from our comfort zones to encounter the 

 life of the Spirit, which is full of surprises and new adventures.
     God called Abraham from Ur to the unknown city, which was later on called the Promise 
Land. He traveled from one place to the next and when he reached the land, he kept going 
because he was looking for a permanent city.  God called Moses when he was 80 years old and 
appointed him as the great liberator who, after delivering his nation from bondage into 



freedom, lived in the desert for 40 years without running water, agricultural productions or any 
 of the commodities we have today.

    God also called Paul and appointed him as an apostle to the Gentiles.  He went and preached 
the gospel in Asia Manor, Europe and in the Middle East. Most of the traveling he did was on 
foot. He supported himself as he ministered to others by fabricating tents where people could 
live like in a house. Due to the ministry of the 12 apostles and Paul, the world during the first 

 century heard the proclamation of the gospel. They formed disciples for the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who followed the example of the first disciples and from one generation to the next more 

 people have heard the message of Salvation.
     However, even though the gospel has been proclaimed for the last 20 centuries, at the 

beginning of the 21
st

 Century there are so many young people who have never heard the 
 gospel. There are many people who need to hear the gospel in Richland Center. 

     God is counting on the members of each local congregation to spread the gospel among 
those who have never heard the proclamation of the Good News. I want to invite you to be 
seriously thinking about spending some time sharing the gospel with someone who needs to 
hear the Good News. God is calling us not only to preach the Good News, but to make disciples 
in all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Teaching them to obey all that he has commanded us to obey and he will be with us until 

 the end of time! 
     I invite you to talk to me, if God is leading you to share the gospel with someone who needs 
to hear the message of Salvation. Thank you for your prayers, and for taking the time to share 
with others something that has been the reason why we exist as the church.  Somehow we have 
neglected our job, but it is never too late to obey the Lord. 
 

 Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year 2020!             

 Pastor Rey Díaz

 

 

 


