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Genesis 1:27-28                                          Am I My Brother’s Keeper?                         

     Since the beginning of creation, God gave clear and specific instructions to Adam and Eve, to multiply, replenish 

the earth, and subdue the earth. God gave them all kind of plants and their fruits, the birds, all creatures in the sea, 

and all animals to be under the dominion of humankind. Verse 29 of the book of Genesis says, “…I have given you…”, 

which means that God is the creator and, therefore, the owner of His creation.  He gave the first man and the first 

woman His creation to provide for them through all things produced on this earth. We are not the owners. God is 

the owner and we need to use all his resources according to his will. 

     He instructed Adam and Eve to play the role of stewards. They were to use their gifts for reproduction, to multiply, 

to subdue the land and everything in it for their own good.  Male and female were created in the image of God, and 

since God had been taking good care of His creation, then mankind who is created in His image, must do the same 

by taking good care of God’s creation. 

     A good steward of all God’s properties needs to get their act together and work responsibly to put to  good use of 

all God’s resources on earth. There are certain cities in our world today that need to reduce their air pollution that is 

a result of the fuels used by the cars that we are driving. When I was living in California in the year 1978, the State of 

California required that each car had to be inspected and pass a test to enforce the law to control the emissions cars 

were producing. Every car in California must have a device installed in their car’s motor to reduce the monoxides 

produced by the engine.  

     In other great cities of the world the air people are breathing has so high a level of contamination that it is 

negatively impacting the health of their residents. There are so many old cars emitting toxic fumes that, in the long 

run, they will produce a negative impact in the lives of most, if not all people breathing the air of those cities.  

     As stewards of God resources we have an obligation to improve the lives and health conditions of all the 

inhabitants on planet earth. The advances we have made in new technology could work in positive ways in 

determining how to control toxic waste and add more years of quality life to so many individuals. However, we have 

many diseases that we have not yet found the cure for.  

     Water contamination, industrial air pollution and the use of certain chemicals for agricultural production needs 

to be dealt with it.  Governments and social institutions need to do more research to avoid shortening the lives of 

people with bad water, poor food and other sources of contamination. Also, we need to be proactive in preventing 



the increases in plastic waste and other hazardous materials that are pouring into the seas, lakes and rivers, and are 

killing whales, fish, birds, and other creatures, who are being affected by water contamination.   

What can we do about the different types of contamination? We need to use more renewable energy. We can learn how 

to use the advances in technology to reduce world contamination. We need to teach our children how life could be more 

in agreement with the book of Genesis. We are not the owner of God’s creation, but stewards with one administration 

that changes over the years.  In spite of this, we  need to do our part, so we can hand the next generation a better world. 

     In the end, one day we will need to respond to the Owner regarding whether we have used His resources for our own 

gain or according to His eternal will. A good steward never claims ownership over something it is not his/her own. A good 

steward always gives the right use and account of the resources received and uses the resources received according to 

the owner’s instruction and design.  

     Later in Genesis, the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother? And Cain said, I do not know; am I my brother’s 

keeper?”  As you will notice, the Lord asked the right question, but Cain gave the Lord the wrong answer--in the form of a 

question. Cain knew he wasn’t asking the right question.  He knew quite well that yes, he was his brother’s keeper? Instead, 

he killed his brother.  

     In the final analysis we have the freedom to make our own decisions, but at the end of the day, we all know that we 

are our brother’s keeper and sooner or later we will need to answer to God.                - Pastor Rey Díaz 

 

 


