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     Christmas brings close to us the love of the Father, in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ. Christmas is the 

celebration of the Advent and the expected second coming of the Lord Jesus.  The Savior of the world, who 

makes us feel a sense of hope and peace in a world that needs to discover the reason why he is coming again.  

 

     This season, like any previous one, invites us to change our attitudes toward God and the rest of humanity. 

This is a great time to celebrate the gift that came from heaven 2,000 years ago.  Now we are expecting Him to 

return back to earth to take us out of this earth because He is the one who has paid for our sins with the price of 

His own blood.   

 

     There are many prophecies that have been fulfilled already about the Messiah, but there are others that are 

going to be fulfilled very soon. We are living at the end of times, but we are living these days full of the hope 

and the joy the gospel brings to all of us. During this time while we are waiting for the prophecy to be fulfill 

about his second coming, Christ is calling us to be involved in the different ministries of the church. 

 

     Some of you are called to be evangelists; others to the ministry of teaching.  Services in the New Testament 

period were done by people called deacons and some are called to that.  Some are called to the office of 

administration or the proclamation of the word of the Lord.  Some were called to be prophets; others to be 

involved in the ministry of healing and others to the ministry of liturgy.  Some are called to the ministries of 

intercession, visitation, and prayer; others to comfort the afflicted.  All of these ministries must be done with a 

humble spirit and love.    

 

     If we belong to the Christian church, then we are called to be active members of the body of Christ. The 

United Methodist Church was not formed by conformists. They encountered the God of Abraham, Isaiah and 

Jacob, who called them and us from our comfort zones to encounter the life of the Spirit, which is full of 

surprises and new adventures. 

 

     God called Abraham from Ur to the unknown city, which was later on called the Promise Land. He traveled 

from one place to the next and when he reached the land, he kept going because he was looking for a permanent 

city.  God called Moses when he was 80 years old and appointed him as the great liberator who, after delivering 

his nation from bondage into freedom, lived in the desert for 40 years without running water, agricultural 

productions or any of the commodities we have today. 

 

    God also called Paul and appointed him as an apostle to the Gentiles.  He went and preached the gospel in 

Asia Manor, Europe and in the Middle East. Most of the traveling he did was on foot. He supported himself as 

he ministered to others by fabricating tents where people could live like in a house. Due to the ministry of the 

12 apostles and Paul, the world during the first century heard the proclamation of the gospel. They formed 

disciples for the Lord Jesus Christ, who followed the example of the first disciples and from one generation to 

the next more people have heard the message of Salvation. 

 



     However, even though the gospel has been proclaimed for the last 20 centuries, at the beginning of the 21
st
 

Century there are so many young people who have never heard the gospel. There are many people who need to 

hear the gospel in Richland Center.  

 

     God is counting on the members of each local congregation to spread the gospel among those who have 

never heard the proclamation of the Good News. I want to invite you to be seriously thinking about spending 

some time sharing the gospel with someone who needs to hear the Good News. God is calling us not only to 

preach the Good News, but to make disciples in all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Teaching them to obey all that he has commanded us to obey and he will be 

with us until the end of time!  

 

     I invite you to talk to me, if God is leading you to share the gospel with someone who needs to hear the 

message of Salvation. Thank you for your prayers, and for taking the time to share with others something that 

has been the reason why we exist as the church.  Somehow we have neglected our job, but it is never too late to 

obey the Lord. 

 Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year 2020! 

 

 
 

GIVING: WHAT IS GOD CALLING ME TO GIVE 

 

“Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my house, and thus put me to the test, says 

the Lord of hosts; see if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you an overflowing 

blessing”.  (Psalm 72:12-14)  
 

   Congratulations to Reedsburg UMC that, in one campaign this fall, increased annual giving by 32 percent.  

Yes, by nearly one-third.  
 

  They did it by using the Stewardship program New Consecration Sunday (NCS), which emphasizes tithing and 

proportional giving.  According to our denomination, tithing, giving 10 percent of income to the church, is 

“God’s standard of giving”.  The NCS program emphasizes giving a proportion of income moving toward and 

then, perhaps, beyond tithing.  
 

   Moreover, New Consecration Sunday focuses on the question, “What is God calling me to do?” rather than on 

the question, “What does the church need in order to pay its bills?”   

 

   The pastor and lay leadership of Reedsburg UMC carefully and enthusiastically followed the steps laid out by 

the NCS program.  They started planning two months before Consecration Sunday and invited a guest leader 

(full-disclosure it was this writer). 
 

   In recent years, Reedsburg UMC has not emphasized pledging.  So, it was a pleasant surprise when 40 giving 

units completed a commitment card.  Of these, 25 pledged an amount greater than their giving over the previous 

year.  This accounts for the 32 percent increase. 
 

    Pastor Vicki Brantmeyer told me that the church has passed a budget for 2020 that not only is balanced, but 

also has a five-figure surplus.  
 

   What is God calling you to give in 2020?  One percent of income more could mean increasing your giving as 

little as $5 to $20 per week.  

Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  

 

Visit the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at 

www.wumf.org or Facebook/wumf.org 

Or call 1-888-9003-9863 

 

http://www.wumf.org/


MISSION HIGHLIGHTS 
City of Refuge – Honduras 

Fifth Orphanage Finished 

   Our newest girls orphanage is finished. Hallelujah! We thank God for all of our supporters who 

have given out of a loving heart. We especially thank people from our hometown for a large 

contribution. Remember, pure religion is helping orphans and widows. 

 

New Children are coming! This is big news for us. The first week of October we sent out our psychologist, 

social worker and missionaries to find needy children. Our largest goal is finding eight now and raising the 

money for the beds, bedding and clothes, and then, to go back and find eight more. 

 

One-time need for these girls! We need sixteen people to donate $100 to buy beds, bedding, toiletries and 

outfits. Would we let Jesus sleep on the floor? No!!! Whatever we did for the least, we do for Jesus. Please 

mark down beds in your giving. 

 

Lowell & Claudia Wertz 

Joy in the Harvest – Tanzania, Africa 

On the Road Again! 

   After several months of work on the trailer in Illinois and having it almost ready, we hit the road to start our 

furlough speaking. Our first stop was to visit our friends, Ted and Audrey Newton. They have visited us in 

Kigoma some years ago, and we have remained in close contact ever since. They own a small farm in Bath, PA 

and said we could park our trailer there and base out of their place. It is a great place to finish up the trailer 

work, too. Not wanting to take the trailer to Long Island, NY (low bridges), we parked the trailer in Bath and 

drove the rest of the way to Long Island without it. 

   Our first church visit was to Sayville UM Church. We stayed with Al & Janet Croce. They served fantastic 

NY bagels for breakfast. It was so good to see all our friends there. Thanks to all who encouraged us and 

showed us so much love. 

   After New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania, we head to Ohio. May the road we travel this furlough bring 

us together. 

   Lowell & Claudia will once again park their trailer in Darleen and Pam’s driveway. They will be with us 

April 26, 2020. 

 Lowell & Claudia 
 

Phil & Kris Nelson 

Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) serving in Nampa, Idaho 

It’s Training and Evaluation Season Again 

   MAF’s Aviation Training Department is having one of the busiest times of training that we have seen in 

years. This means we are preparing several families to be sent to the field. “What a fantastic problem to have! 

   Here is a summary of the training happening this fall: 

 Our fall 2019 Standardization Training class (August – early October) just wrapped up. We had 7 

trainees consisting of 2 pilots and 5 pilot/mechanics. Five of these families will be leaving for their field 

assignments shortly. In the class we had a husband and wife team, both are pilots and the husband is also 

a mechanic. 

 During the Standardization Training Fall class we had a furloughing pilot/mechanic who joined us for 

the one week turbine engine training course that I taught. 

 We will be evaluating four potential candidates this October, including one pilot/mechanic and three 

aircraft Maintenance Technicians (AMTs). We are excited to have AMT candidates in the pipeline as 

they are MAF’s greatest need on the field. One AMT is a female. 

 Due to the fall Standardization class being full the Training Department was asked to hold an additional 

class in 2019. I will be teaching this class from November to mid-December for two AMT’s and one 



pilot/mechanic. This will allow a family to depart for language school in January rather than waiting till 

next May. 

   Thank you for the part you play on our ministry team as I continue to train MAF staff for overseas service. 

Through your prayers and support we are sending properly equipped pilots and AMTs around the world.   

   MAF also assists globally, in disaster relief and development... MAF sent a pilot and other personnel after 

Hurricane Dorian brutalized the Bahamas to assist with the many immediate needs. 

Phil Nelson 
 

Children’s Mission Project 

   The children raised $24.12 in the month of October for Christmas Child Shoeboxes. That money was enough 

to do four shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse. Our thanks to the children who donated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           
 
 
WHY GIVE? 
   “Wow to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill 

and cumin. But you have neglected the most important matter of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness”. 

(Matthew 23;23, NIV) 

   Sometimes a person gives gifts out of obligation at Christmas, for anniversaries and birthdays, or on other 

special occasions. At the same time, many people enjoy giving gifts because it demonstrates their love. This is 

the preferred way to give gifts – out of love. 

   In the Old Testament, Israelites were required to stand before the Lord and confess that they had faithfully 

given their tithe to the Levites and the poor, and that they had not kept any of it back for themselves 

(Deuteronomy 26:13-15). They were obligated to give. Even during Jesus’ ministry, the obligation to give was 

still practiced by the scribes and Pharisees who tithed their herbs and spices but failed to show mercy and 

justice (Matthew 23:23). But Jesus demonstrated that we are to give out of love and sacrifices – not obligation. 

As we learn more about the unconditional love of God, the more our motivation for giving will become like 

His. 

   How can we give grudgingly to a God who gave it all? 

(Used by permission from the Turning Point Magazine Devotional 2018).. 

 

 

“More light than we can learn, more wealth than we can treasure, more love than we can earn, more 

peace that we can treasure, because one Child is born.” 
--author unknown 

 

 

2019 Mission Report 
          Mission:            October                Year to Date  

Phil & Kris Nelson         $  50.00         $1,117.01 

Lowell & Claudia Wertz            25.00          1,117.01 

Jason & Deb Shirek             25.00                      1,127.01 

Lydia’s House Ministries               -0-   195.35 

Disabled Vets                 -0-   240.33 

Shoe Boxes            470.00   690.32 

Missions              30.00     30.00 

 Children’s Mission             24.12       24.12 

4
th

 Sunday offerings               5.00         5.00     

4
th

 Sunday school offerings              5.00        5.00 

Children’s Missions Sent                     259.26 

Total                    $  634.12                $4,810.41 

 



CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
      Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Service will be at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, December 

24
th

. We are in need of Scripture readers, special music and a pianist. 

   We are also needed an Advent Candle lighter and Reader for our Advent candles. If you can help 

in any way, please let Joan know. You can reach her at 608-647-4559 Monday through Friday. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOX UPDATE 
   The Mission Committee of Peace would like to thank all who donated money, purchased items to fill the 

shoeboxes or brought in filled shoeboxes. Also a big thank you to Seekers Sunday school class along with 

members of the Mission Committee to finish filling the shoeboxes. Thanks to Terry Nimocks for delivering the 

filled shoeboxes to Grace Community Church so they could be sent on their way. We have sent to Samaritan’s 

Purse a total of 170 shoeboxes! What an awesome gesture! What a beautiful sight seeing all those filled 

Christmas Child shoeboxes. 

   That means there will be 169 children in the world who will receive a shoebox for Christmas this year. The 

shoeboxes, through Samaritan’s Purse, go all over the world to children who would normally not have a happy 

Christmas, much less a Christmas present.  

   It warms the heart to read stories of the children who received a shoebox. It also feels really good to purchase 

items and fill a shoebox for a child.  

   Once again, many thanks to all who helped in one way or another with the shoeboxes. 
    
 

BOOKS CLOSE 
   The church books will close on Monday, December 30

th
. If you wish to get in a final donation, please make 

sure it’s in the office by the end of the workday on the 30
th

 in order to be counted for 2019. Joan and Vic need 

to get the books closed by the end of the day on Tuesday, December 31
st
, for IRS purposes.  

   Judy and Joan will count the money one final time early on the morning of the 31
st
 so that both Joan and Vic 

can finish out the books. Church Windows will automatically close the books at midnight on the 31
st
. That 

means all money needs to be in and accounted for by that time. Please do not wait until the last minute to bring 

or send in a donation.  

 

 

VAN DRIVERS NEEDED 
   Van drivers are desperately needed to help on Sunday mornings.  We have received word that long time driver 

Paul Knower will be retiring from driving van in 2020. Joan would love to have some Sundays off. It’s easy to 

do, lots of fun and the women enjoy the opportunity to be picked up at their residence and brought to church as 

they do not drive. If we have four people committed to driving van one Sunday a month, that would be 

wonderful. If you need a particular Sunday off, just switch with another driver.  

   Some do not think we need a van anymore, but it is a worthwhile ministry that does need to continue. It is also 

very much appreciated by those who ride the van. 

   If you are interested or have questions, please see or call Terry Nimocks at 647-6763. 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MORE THAN A WREATH AND CANDLES 
   The Advent wreath is a symbol of watchfulness and increasing joy as Christmas 

approaches. Lighting its candles is a common practice as the four Sundays leading to 

Christmas. 

   Different color combinations for the candles are used depending upon the church or 

denomination. Some churches use four blue candles around the wreath with one white candle 

in the center, while some use all white candles. Many denominations light purple candles on 

the first two Sundays, pink on the third, purple again on the fourth Sunday and a large white candle on 

Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. 

   The wreath, the candles and the colors all have symbolic significance. Here are just a few of the many and 

various interpretations: 

1. The circular green wreath symbolizes the everlasting love of God, having no beginning or end. Green 

represents eternal life. 

 

2. The four candles represent the four weeks of Advent. One tradition says that each candle also represents 

one thousand years. They total 4,000 years – the time from Adam and Eve until the birth of Christ. 

 

3. Purple, in ancient times, was expensive and was considered the color of royalty and kings. On 

Christmas, Christ is proclaimed King of Kings. Purple also symbolizes humility and penitence. 

 

4. Blue is another color often used as a symbol of royalty. Some churches use blue candles to symbolize 

the night sky and the anticipation of the announcement of Christ’s birth. Blue also symbolizes the 

beginning of new creation as in the waters of Genesis 1. 

 

5. The first purple candle signifies Hope. 

 

6. The second purple candle stands for Peace. 

 

7. The pink candle of the third Sunday symbolizes Joy and signifies the halfway point of Advent. 

 

8. The final purple candle is for Love. 

 

9. The large white candle in the center is the Christ candle. Its light symbolizes Christ the Savior – “The 

light of the world.” 

 

10. The beauty and brightness from the glow of all five candles is a reminder that Christ’s life was the light 

for all earth’s people. 

 

 
 

 

 

SNOW REMOVAL 
   Since snow has been falling for a bit now, we are asking people not to park in the church parking 

lot over night or before the parking lot has been plowed following a snow fall. Our snow plower 

will not come in and plow us out if there are vehicles in the lot during the week. In case of lots of 

snow and the snow plow attempts to clear the parking lot and your vehicle is in the lot, the church 

will not be responsible for you getting plowed in or damage to your vehicle. 

   Please note, our church parking lot is often plowed by 9:00 a.m. 

   Now if it’s a Sunday and the snow is falling, they will come in and attempt to plow where there are no 

vehicles parked. 



MITTEN TREE 

   Calling all knitters and those who crochet! If you like to knit or crochet, we need you. 

Now, if you are like some of us that don’t do either, then please go to a variety store and 

purchase items for our school children to help see them through the winter months. A 

number of area stores have most of these items on sale. 

   The Mitten Tree is looking for items like warm caps, mittens, gloves, scarves. Also needed 

are children’s socks (please place in plastic bag), The Mitten Tree is up, waiting for your 

warm weather gear and will be in place through the first Sunday in January. 

 

 

THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS! 
   Have you ever stopped to wonder how we as a church, would exist if we didn’t have 

volunteers? Please take a minute to think about it. All set? 

   Here is what volunteers do for us and in doing so, receive so little recognition. 

               Adult Choir 

Red Vesters 

Van drivers 

Altar helper 

Prayer Chain 

Prayer Ministry 

Choir Directors 

Choir Members 

Choir Accompanist 

Communion helpers 

Committee members 

Loving Care members 

Sunday School teachers 

Sound system operators 

Worship Team members 

Visitation Ministry Team 

Small group coordinators 

Special services participants 

Hospitality Ministry Coordinators 

Committee chairperson and coordinators 

      We couldn’t list everyone as we are running out of room. However, you know who you are and please know 

that we do appreciate everything you do for us here at Peace. We couldn’t do it without you!  

 

 

 

   This is the fun part of the December newsletter. The staff of Peace being able to say 

“thank you” to all of our Peace family at one time. 

  Yes, we can say thank you in the form of a post card. We can say thank you from the 

pulpit and we can say thank you in person. However, it seems to be more effective and 

appropriate to say thank you in the Peace To You. 

   We, the staff of Peace, would like to take this opportunity to say Thank You Very Much for just being you. 

We appreciate everything you do for us and we appreciate your confidence in us.  

Pastor Rey          Joan Wheeler           Bert Kelsey 
 
 

 



CHRISTMAS CANTATA 

 

   The Senior Choir here at Peace Church will be presenting a Christmas Cantata 

“Everlasting Light”, The Promise of Christmas. It is written by four composers 

which is unusual, Lloyd Lanson, Mary McDonald, Jay Rouse and Larry Shackley. 

 

   Light is synonymous with the Christmas Season. We see lights on houses, on our Christmas Trees, on our 

street lights, and on the candles burning brightly. The birth of one Child brought a light that does not fade or 

burn out, it is a light we desperately need in our world so full of darkness. Jesus’ Light lives on eternally. It is an 

“Everlasting Light.” A lot of the pieces and narrations reflect the light of God’s Son, Jesus. 

 

   Several individuals in the choir will be involved in solos, duets and quartets. They are Rosanne Knower, 

David Brock, Kathy Schwinefus, Amanda Vitale, Connie Frye, Bill   Twining, Collin Moore, Corey Kanable, 

Gretchen Kanable, Pam Peterson-Kintz and Cody Kintz. 

 

   The choir, as usual, will be accompanied by Sandy Keller on the piano and Brian Moore on the keyboard. 

 

   The Cantata songs are being sung every Sunday morning for the next two months and will be done from the 

beginning to the end with the narration on Sunday night, December 15
th

, at 7:00 p.m. 

 

   Please invite your friends, neighbors, family to see this wonderful performance by our choir. You won’t be 

disappointed. 

 

    

THE GOSPEL TREE 

 

There once was a shining Christmas tree   I think of all the lights upon the tree 

Standing out where all could see.    This one looks the best to me.” 

Its brilliance captured every eye    “Oh my goodness,” said the light 

And seemed to cheer each passer by.    “I almost dimmed right out of sight. 

 

“The lights are so bright,” they would say   I thought perhaps no one would care 

And hesitate to walk away.     If I failed to shine my share.” 

The tree stood proud ablaze with light   With that a glorious brilliance came 

For every light was burning bright.    For every light had felt the same. 

 

Then one bulb was heard to say    Our Gospel, like the Christmas tree, 

“I’m tired of burning night and day;    With little lights which are you and me, 

I think I’ll just out and take a rest    We each have a space that we must fill 

For I’m too tired to do my best.    With love, and lessons and good will. 

 

Besides I am so very small     Let’s keep our tree ablaze with light, 

I doubt if I’d be missed at all.”    With testimonies burning bright. 

Then a child lovingly touched the light,   For our gospel is a living tree 

“Look, mother, this one shines so very bright.  That lights the way to eternity. 

 

--Anonymous 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Peace Family, 

   Thank you so much for the use of the Peace van for the “Food for Kidz” packing event in 

Stoughton on October 18
th

. The volunteers and youth helped pack over 225,000 meals that day 

and brought over 4,300 meals back to Richland Center for families here. 

   Thank you so much! 

 Gretchen Kanable 

 

Dear Peace, 

      I have reached my goal of 500 bags! You made it possible to reach it! 

      Thank you very much. I appreciate all of your support. 

 Bryndalyn Kanable 

Editor’s note: The bags she is talking about went to children in their Christmas Child Shoe boxes. Bryn was 

kind enough to share with us a number of those homemade bags that went out in our shoe boxes. 

 

Dear Peace UMC, 

   At the November 4 meeting of the Richland School District Board of Education, the board accepted your gifts 

of classroom supplies, valued at $300, to Lincoln and Jefferson Elementary Schools. 

   Thank you for providing these gifts to our District. Our elementary students continue to benefit from your 

generosity. 

 Jarred Burk, 

 District Administrator 

 

Dear Peace Church, 

THANK YOU from Lincoln Elementary School! 

Thank you for the school supplies. – Stephanie 

Thank you for the school supplies. – Beth 

Thank you! – Robin 

Thank you for thinking of us at Lincoln. – Janice 

Thanks. – Megan  

Thank you! – Audrey 

Thank you! – Bethany 

Thank you! – Sarah  

Thank you for thinking of us. – Dawn  

Thank you for thinking of us – Lisa 

Much Appreciated! – Michelle 

Thans you! – Ashley  

 

The Hazel & Alphonse Corner 

   Hello everyone! Hazel and I are very comfortable here in the office. We don’t leave it very long 

except to check the candy chest on the altar. We started eating some of the candy on Joan’s desk and 

she got mad at us. Told us we were being naughty and that Santa wouldn’t put anything in our 

stocking. Ok, so What stocking? Mice don’t wear socks. Really don’t know what’s up with her. 

   It’s rather quiet around here and that means we can’t get into too much trouble. Pam doesn’t come in the 

office on Wednesday nights anymore, so I can’t run up her pant leg. Or bother her when she’s busy at the 

computer or writing at the desk. Not that I’m complaining mind you. I don’t really like being hung from the 

door knob, have my feet planted in chocolate or taped to the desk, as in the past. I will admit it was fun till I got 

caught. 

   Hazel just reminded me that I should let everyone know the deadline for the January 2020 newsletter will be 

Monday, December 16
th

, at noon.  

   We will wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. If you are traveling during the holidays, 

please drive safely. Now where did that candy bar go to? 

    



DECEMBER MINISTRY ROSTER

VAN DRIVERS 
12-01 Paul Knower 

12-08 Joan Wheeler 

12-15 Joan Wheeler 

   12-22   Terry Nimocks 

         12-29    Joan Wheeler 

 

SOUND SYSTEM OPERATORS 
12-01 Isaac Boomfield 

12-08 Paul Knower 

            12-15 Dave Turk 

            12-22 Isaac Boomfield 

            12-24  Dave Turk 

            12-29 Paul Knower  

 

ATTENDANCE FOR NOVEMBER 
 

11-03 67 

11-10 66 

11-17 58 

11-24 62 

 
 

GENERAL FUND – OCTOBER 
$    1,859.88 - 2018 Ending Balance 

  105,750.52 - Revenue through October 

 -112,590.33 - Expenses through October  

     -4,979.93 - Balance as of  

 

 

HOSPITALITY COORDINATORS 
  12-01   Dory Wallace & Sharon  Zales 

12-08 Jr. & Beverly Harper 

12-15 Paul & Jean McManaway 

  12-22   Jennifer Hall & Judy Shadewald 

     12-29  Jay & Doris Kanable 

 

MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

1. The Food Pantry is looking for more food 

donations. We have a donation box in Peace 

Plaza between the restrooms for you to place 

your non-perishable contributions in. Our main 

collection Sunday is the first of every month 

but will welcome donations at any time. 

2. Praise & Prayer Service is every 2
nd

 Sunday at 

7:00 p.m.  There will not be a Praise and Prayer 

Service in December.  

3. S.O.U.L. Kitchen is once a month at Church of 

the Nazarene Outreach Center. S.O.U.L. 

Kitchen will not be serving a meal in December. 

4. The Food Pantry is open every Wednesday 

afternoon from 4:00 – 5:30 p.m. at the 

Lighthouse Chapel on Cairns Avenue. 

 

 

HOLLY 
   Holly was first used by pagans to 

decorate for the festival or Saturnalia. 

When Christians began celebrating 

Christmas in honor of Christ, they adapted 

that decorating practice to reflect Jesus’ life and 

death.  

   Holly’s pointed leaves symbolize the crown of 

thorns and it’s red berries symbolize Christ/s blood 

shed on the cross.  

   Because holly thrives and its berries retain their 

brilliance even in harsh winter conditions, non-

Christians saw it as a symbol of eternity – which is 

fitting for Christians as well. 

 

 

WELCOME, JESUS! 
Welcome all wonders in one sight, 

Eternity shut in a span, 

Summer in winter, day in night, 

Heavens in earth, and God in man, 

Great little one, 

Whose all-embracing birth 

Lifts earth to heaven, 

Stoops heaven to earth. 

--Richard Crashaw (1612-1649) 

\ 

 

SPECIAL DATES 
First Sunday in Advent – December 1

st
 

Second Sunday in Advent – December 8 

Third Sunday in Advent – December 15 

First day of winter – December 21 

Fourth Sunday of Advent – December 22 

Christmas Eve – December 24 

Christmas Day – December 25 

New Year’s Eve/Watch Night – December 31 

 

 
 



 



 

 

DECEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 

 DECEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 
1 Maggie Rose Shirek  

3 Lois Anderson  

4 Sue Carter  

4 Ana Geiselman  

5 Connie Dunn  

8 Jill Tjossem  

13 Dean Braithwaite  

17 Beverly Harper  

17 Nora Penkoff  

17 Jaxson Elliott  

18 Jay Kanable  

19 Jared Klingaman  

20 Barb Borton  

22 Lucy O’Grady  

22 Joan Bethke  

23 Katy Berres  

25 Amy Dillon  

26 Chrissa Hofer  

31 Kevin Welsh  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

 

6 Larry & Cheryl Winger  

16 Gordon & Marshal Keller  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 



 December 2019  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
9:30 a.m. Sunday 
School 
 
10:45 a.m. - Worship 
Service 
 
3:30 p.m. - Worship 
Service on NOVA 
 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
6:30 a.m. – Men’s Bible 
Study 
 
5:30 p.m. – Prayer 
Meeting 
 
6:30 p.m. – Trustees 
 
7:30 p.m. – Choir 
Rehearsal 

5  
Noon – Al Anon 

6  
Pastor’s Day Off 
 

7  
 

8  
9:30 a.m. Sunday 
School 
 
10:45 a.m. - Worship 
Service 
 
3:30 p.m. - Worship 
Service on NOVA 
 
7:00 p.m. – Praise & 
Prayer Service 
 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
6:30 a.m. – Men’s Bible 
Study 
 
5:30 p.m. – Prayer 
Meeting 
 
7:30 p.m. – Choir 
Rehearsal 

12  
Noon – Al Anon 

13  
Pastor’s Day Off 
 

14  
 

15  
9:30 a.m. Sunday 
School 
 
10:45 a.m. - Worship 
Service 
 
3:30 p.m. - Worship 
Service on NOVA 
 
7;00 p.m. – 
Christmas Cantata 

16  
Noon – Peace To 
You deadline 
 

17  
 

18  
6:30 a.m. – Men’s Bible 
Study 
 
5:30 p.m. – Prayer 
Meeting 
 
7:30 p.m. – Choir 
Rehearsal 

19  
Noon – Al Anon 

20  
Pastor’s Day Off 
 

21  
 

22  
9:30 a.m. Sunday 
School 
 
10:45 a.m. - Worship 
Service 
 
3:30 p.m. - Worship 
Service on NOVA 
 

23  
 

24  
5:30 p.m. – Candle 
light Worship 
Service 

25  

 

26  
Noon – Al Anon 

27  
Pastor’s Day Off 
 
9:00 .a.m. – Thrift 
Shop 
 

28  
 

29  
9:30 a.m. Sunday 
School 
 
10:45 a.m. - Worship 
Service 
 
3:30 p.m. - Worship 
Service on NOVA 
 

30  
The books for 2019 
will close today. 

31  
 

 

 
 



 



Peace United Methodist Church     

265 North Church Street     Sunday Mornings   

Richland Center, WI 53581       9:30 a.m. – Sunday School for all ages 

608-647-4559      10:45 a.m. - Worship Service 

          3:30 p.m. - Worship Service on NOVA 

                                                                 

 

         

“Our purpose at Peace is to          

make disciples of Jesus Christ for    

the transformation of the world.”    

        

 

Pastor Rey Díaz 
Pastor’s cell phone: 608-475-3677 

Pastor’s e-mail: zoolaar@live.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor: Rey Díaz    Joan’s Office Hours:     Visit our Website at 

Adm. Assistant: Joan Wheeler     Monday- Thursday http://www.umchurchrc.org 

Choir Accompanist: Sandy Keller     9:00 a.m.- Noon  or E-mail us at     

Choir Director/Pianist: Pam Kintz     1:00 - 3:30 p.m.  peaceumc.rc@gmail.com 

Custodian: Bert Kelsey       facebook.com/rcpeaceumc 

Treasurer: Vic Vlasak     Friday 

Visitation Ministry: Barb Nimocks        9:00 a.m. - Noon  Worship Service on NOVA: 

Worship Leader: Pam Peterson-Kintz     3:30 p.m. - Sunday Afternoons 

                         Genuine Telecom - 12 

          Charter (without HD) - 95 

          Charter (with HD) - 984  

   

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We are called to bring all into the family of God and deepen/mature their faith in Jesus 

Christ. Using each of our individual gifts, we envision this happening through P-E-A-C-E. 

Praise & celebrative worship. 

Evangelism - Inviting all to proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

Anchored in Word of God. 

Compassionate, caring Christian community. 

Encompassing Ministries - focusing on the needs of the community and beyond. 
 


