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Blessings to you in the name of Jesus Christ. It appears winter has finally arrived, with the snowfall and 
sub-zero temperatures we are experiencing this second half of January. I pray you and your family 
enjoyed the Christmas season and have started the new year with confidence in the hope that Christ 
gives.  
 

This past December, I turned 41 years old. My birthday celebration was overshadowed by the death and 
celebration of life for #41. I was coming into awareness of wider world events that affected the lives of 
adults around me when President George Herbert Walker Bush was elected in 1988. It was the beginning 
of a new era in American politics and the beginning of my entry into adolescence and march toward 
adulthood. As one commentator has written, “one did not need to share his political leanings to marvel 
at his magnanimity and genteel demeanor. Those close to him testify to his overwhelming charm, 
curiosity, and decency.”  
 

In a hand-written note to former IBM CEO Sam Palmisano in 2009, Bush shared a list of life lessons he 
had learned and are worth remembering. 1. Don’t get down when your life takes a bad turn. Out of 
adversity comes challenge and often success. 2. Don’t blame others for your setbacks. 3. When things go 
well, always give credit to others. 4. Don’t talk all the time. Listen to your friends and mentors and learn 
from them. 5. Don’t brag about yourself. Let others point out your virtues, your strong points. 6. Give 
someone else a hand. When a friend is hurting show that friend you care. 7. Nobody likes an overbearing 
big shot. 8. As you succeed, be kind to people. Thank those who help you along the way. 9. Don’t be 
afraid to shed a tear when your heart is broken because a friend is hurting. 10. Say your prayers! 
 

On February 23
rd.

, our denomination will convene its special called General Conference in St. Louis.  In 
the coming weeks, please pray for our delegates to GC 2019. Pray that God would give them peace of 
mind as they perform this very stressful and demanding job that we have elected them to do. Pray that 
they would be led by the Spirit to make wise decisions. Also, remember the hope we have in Christ Jesus.  
 

Rev. Wiley Gladney 
 
 

 Steve Beard, “Mortals and the Divine”, Good News, January/February 2019, Volume 52, Number 4, pg. 9. 



 www.foxnews.com/opinion/bret-baier-george-h-w-bush-and-a-letter-to-live-by

 


