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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

  As most of you are aware, our denomination is in a state of crisis; 6 Annual Conference Boards of 

Ordained Ministry (including Wisconsin) and the entire western jurisdiction is in schism because they 

have publicly taken a stand, by adopting legislation, defying our United Methodist Book of Discipline. 

There has been a specially called General Conference to happen February 2019 to address this schism and 

decide on a way forward as a denomination. One of the options being put forward is what has been called 

the “one church” or the “local church option.” The following is written by Dr. Ben Witterington, professor 

of New Testament at Asbury Seminary. These are his words, but express what I believe, in a much better 

way than I could convey. 

         -Rev. Wiley Gladney 

   “Annual conferences are just around the corner all over the U.S. and there will be petitions submitted to 

annual conferences suggesting something along the lines of a local church option when it comes to 

defining what counts as Christian marriage, what counts as proper sexual morality, what counts as moral 

fitness for ordination. It is no use denying our beloved and belabored United Methodist Church is in a 

crisis, but local church options, whether proposed by a majority of the Council of Bishops or by others, are 

not viable solutions to our problems. Why not? 

   First of all, because they are profoundly un-Methodist. Methodists do not decide major issues of 

doctrine or polity at the local church level, nor even at the annual conference level. They are quite rightly 

decided at the General Conference level, which is the only body that can speak for the whole church on 

such matters. This is why we have The United Methodist Church Book of Discipline  that includes the 

doctrines and sanctioned practices in it. This has been the Methodist way for basically our entire 

existence. Ours is not a Baptist or Congregational Church polity, nor should it become one. If it did that 

we would lose the genius that is Methodist connectionalism. So, “No!” The local church should not 

suddenly become the arbiters of truth as to what counts as holy matrimony, what counts as being morally 

fit for ordination, what counts as appropriate Christian sexual behavior. No, no, and no. The local option is 

a ploy of desperation that denudes us of our Methodism; it should be soundly rejected.  

   Secondly, for the entire existence of the Christian Church, including the UM Church, Christian marriage 

has been rightly and biblically defined as when God joins together one man and one woman – period! This 

is exactly what Jesus himself directly says in Mark 10 and Mt. 19, and the only second option he gives in 

Mt. 19 is to be celibate for the sake of the kingdom. He even uses the dramatic term being a eunuch for the 

Kingdom. To change our view of what counts as Christian marriage is to dis-fellowship ourselves from the 

larger body of Christ — the Catholics, the Orthodox, most Baptists and Congregationalists, and so on. We 

should not go there if we care at all about ecumenism. Modern cultural trends that have affected and 

infected some of the Protestant mainline denominations here, and in a few places abroad, should not be 

allowed to overturn 2,000 years of what the church has said about proper Christian marriage.  

   Thirdly, it was Chaucer who said about priests ‘if gold rusts, what then will iron do’? He was saying that 

clergy should be absolutely above reproach morally speaking because otherwise they will set a horrible 



example for congregations and mislead them. When a church is divided about appropriate sexual behavior, 

for example, the clergy above all, should be those who err on the side of caution, on the side of Christian 

tradition, on the side of what the Scripture actually says — which is that same sex sexual activity (whether 

involving men or women) is a sin. And of course if that activity is a sin, then so-called ‘gay’ marriage is a 

non-starter. St. Paul was right in insisting that what we cannot do in good faith and in good conscience, we 

should not do at all, for it will be a sin for us. In other words, if one has any doubts about the ethics of 

these local option proposals, in whatever form they take, then one should vote against them as good 

Methodists. I speak to those who are wavering in one direction or another. 

   I remember a day long ago when I was watching the Watergate hearings and my own Senator, Sam 

Ervin, was sick and tired of what he was hearing from John Dean. He finally shook his finger at Mr. Dean 

and quoted Galatians, “Mr. Dean, ‘God is not mocked, whatsoever you sow, that you shall also reap.’ Tell 

the truth!” Well, God is watching, and we should have been watching what happened to the Epis copal 

Church and other mainline Protestant denominations who have already gone the way United Methodists 

are now contemplating going. If you will know the tree by the fruit it bears — the fruit that such moves 

have borne is just bad fruit — membership decline, laws suits over property, and more rancor because now 

the fight takes place in local churches. United Methodists can avoid kicking the can into every local 

church sanctuary and to make each one, or each annual conference decide these matters. We should take 

this opportunity to just say, “No!”” 

           -Dr. Ben Witherington III  

 Jean R. Amos Professor of New Testament for Doctoral Studies at Asbury Theological Seminary in 

Wilmore, Kentucky. This essay first appeared on Dr. Witherington’s blog page “The Bible and 

Culture” hosted by Patheos website. 

 

 

FAREWELL TO OUR CHOIRS 
   Summer means our Choirs will be taking the time off to rest up for the new season which begins 

in September. We will be blessed with Special Music every Sunday during the summer months.  

   With gratitude we wish our choir members both Adult Choir and Kids 4 Peace Children’s Choir 

a fun and exciting summer.  

   We especially wish to thank Pam Kintz (Choir Director), Sandy Keller (Choir Accompanist), Gretchen 

Kanable, Jennifer Hall and Jill Tjossem (Kids 4 Peace Choir Directors) for your patience, love of music and 

dedication to the members of the two choirs. 

   Your music inspires us every week, or for our children one Sunday each month, and we appreciate it very 

much. We look forward to your continuing in September. Enjoy your summer. You deserve it! 

 

 

JUNE DAIRY DAYS/RODEO PARADE 
The Hospitality Ministry will again be “offering our services” at the Dairy Days/Rodeo Parade on 

Saturday, June 16. We would love to have some volunteers to help set up the tent and chairs. We 

will also be passing out bottled water and will have the church open for anyone who needs the 

restrooms or a cool spot to rest for a bit. Please mark your calendars if you are able to assist in this important 

ministry. More specific information will be available as the date draws closer. 

   Thank you for your help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GIVING 

QUESTIONS FOR A MONEY AUTOBIOGRAPHY, PART 3 
   His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a 

little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ (Matthew 25:23) 

 

From Writing a Money Autobiography by Dan Dick 

   A money autobiography is a reflection process on the role and influence of money and material possessions in 

our life. It challenges us to explore the past to see how our attitudes, assumptions, and values concerning money 

and wealth were formed. 

 

Management Questions concerning money and wealth: 

 In what ways are you a good manager of money? In what ways are you, a poor manager of money? 

 

 How do you feel about talking about your finances with other people? Why do you feel this way? 

 

 Do you use credit cards? Do you pay the monthly balances in full? How does buying on credit make you 

feel? Why? 

 

 How much money do you wish you had in the bank/invested? How did you arrive at this figure? How 

close is this to what you have? 

 

 Do you have a personal budget? Why? How do you make decisions about what to spend, what to save, 

and what to give? 

 

 What are your greatest financial concerns? How have you made decision concerning retirement, 

insurance, drafting a will, etc.? If you have not done so, why not? 

 

   It is useful to create a money autobiography journal to record your thoughts, reflections, and feelings. Then, 

you can return to the money autobiography journal months and years afterward. 

Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 

Visit us at www.wufm.org or Facebook/wumf.org 

or call 1-888-903-9863 
 

GIVING ONLINE - HELP US GROW 
   As summer approaches and people go on vacation, please consider giving your tithe online through Vanco. 

It’s easy to sign up and then you have peace of mind that your tithe will come out of your checking, savings or 

credit card when you want it to. You can give weekly, biweekly, monthly; it’s your choice. No muss no fuss.  

   There is a sign-up sheet in the newsletter for you to fill out, attach a blank voided check and bring or mail to 

Joan. She’ll get you signed up the same day she receives your information. As an added incentive, if you 

provide an email address, you will be notified from Vanco when you tithe has been received at Peace Church. 

 

HYMN SING REPORT 
   Several churches of various denominations came together on Sunday, May 20

th
, here at Peace for the Hymn 

Sing featuring the Unity Quartet. Approximately 180 people were in attendance and the music was truly 

awesome! 

   People, this editor has spoken with, all say the music ‘blew them away’ it was so beautiful. Hats off to Brian 

Moore who spearheaded the event and was the accompanist. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wufm.org/


Phil & Kris Nelson                 
Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) serving in Nampa, Idaho 

   Phil and Kris will be our guests on Sunday, June 24
th

. They will be here with us in Sunday School 

speaking about what has been happening in their lives since we last saw them. There will be no Sunday School 

classes that day and we will meet in the Friends Room. 

   Phil will also speak for a bit during worship service as well. Please make sure to come out and hear from the 

Nelson family. Big things are happening in their personal lives as well as in their mission work at MAF. 

 

Lowell &Claudia Wertz 

Joy in the Harvest serving in Tanzania, Africa 

  (From the March newsletter)  

2017 Ends in the Black! 

   We praise God that 2017 ended in the Black. A heartfelt thank you to all of our financial supporters. 

   The end of 2017 was a bit of a wild ride. For some reason, regular giving fell off sharply in November and 

December. We did receive special gifts that were matched and it was those matched gifts that pulled us out of 

the red. But we did not end up with any cushion going into 2018 -- which was the original purpose of the 

matching fund. As of this writing, $6.683.00 still remain to be matched. Special giving up to that amount, 

given by March 31
st
 will be matched and effectively doubled. Please help if you can.  

 

Muslim Leaders Express Appreciation! 

   As a result of the Free Medical Clinic held in November, and other blessings the Muslims of the Kigoma 

region received, the Muslin leaders sent a letter of appreciation to Joy in the Harvest. Then they made a radio 

program thanking us. It was played on Radio JOY. 

   Dear Joy in the Harvest, 

We thank you guys for your good hearts, for making a big difference in our Kigoma region; for how you treat 

the two groups, Christians and Muslims, with no discrimination. 

   You care the same way toward all people. You are trying to bring all people together as one people.  

   Thanks again for the free treatments. Guys, you did this for all the people of Kigoma. 

   On behalf of our community, we thank you for your good hearts that are loving and caring. You did treat all 

of us equally. Thank you! May the Lord’s blessings be with you guys and keep up the good work. 

(Sent by Kigoma’s Islamic leaders) 

 

Jason & Deb Shirek 

In HIM Ministries serving in Lobatse, Africa 

   Jason, Deb and children have made the move from Francistown to Lobatse as their work with mission groups 

takes them into that city. Lobatse is near the capital so it makes traveling a bit easier when they need to go there.  

   Their original request and the appeal were both denied so now they are waiting for an appointment to see the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs to get their residency permit. Please keep the entire family in your prayers as they 

get settled into their new home and that their residency request will be granted. 

 

End of First Quarter 

   The Missions committee has divided the money received from January - March for Missions, 4
th

 Sunday 

offering and 4
th

 Sunday school offerings for a total of $686.00. The Nelson’s and Wertz’s each received 

$114.34; the Shirek’s, Lydia’s House Ministries, Richland County Disabled Vets and Christmas Child 

Shoeboxes each received $114.33.  We received $311.11 for the Honduras Orphanage and the children raised 

$34.67 for the Orphanage as well. So $345.78 was sent to the Honduras Orphanage for their work with art 

therapy and to help with art supplies. 

   The Mission Committee thanks everyone who gave towards a mission project. Your dollars help in so many 

ways. 

 

 

 



City of Refuge (Honduras) 

   Tom came to the City of Refuge for Easter. We had a lot of fun with the kids playing volleyball and 

swimming. The children had a wrestling contest. It is fun to watch how the little ones wrestle. They are very 

competitive. 

   It is wonderful to see how our kids are maturing and getting more of Jesus in their hearts. I had a conversation 

with Paola the other day. She would love to have an orphanage when she grows up and to become a dentist and 

take care of children that don’t have parents. I think that is a huge dream of sacrifice and love that a fifteen-

year-old already has in her heart. 

   Please keep our children in your prayers. I know that God has a great plan in their lives. Pray for the staff 

educators and the staff personnel, who minister to them 24/7, to have wisdom and love in our little ones. Pray 

for our missionaries who are here on base and for God’s protection on everyone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNE ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
   Trinity and Peace Churches are looking forward to another cooperative ice cream social to take 

place on Wednesday, June 27
th

, from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. in Schmitt Hall at Trinity. The ice cream social 

is a fundraiser for the youth camp fund to assist those from Peace and Trinity who plan to attend 

summer church camps. 

   The menu will include: Bar-B-Q, hot dogs, baked beans, potato salad, chips, pickles, homemade pie, ice 

cream and beverages. Prices: adults - $8.00; ages 6-12 - $4.00; ages 5 and under - Free. A la carte items will 

also be available.  

   In order for this event to be successful, helping hands are needed to bake pies and to help with set-up, serving, 

and clean-up. There are sign-up sheets in Peace Plaza for homemade pie donations as well as for helpers. To 

sign up for bringing pies or helping from Peace, please call Joan in the office, 647-4559, and sign up or you can 

sign up in person. In addition, calls will be made to recruit helpers and pie bakers. For more information, please 

call Kathy Bastian, 647-4948 or Shannon Trebus, 649-8831. 

 

FATHER’S DAY - MORE THAN A DAY 
   Father’s Day was first observed in America in 1910. In 1923 the third Sunday of June was set 

as the official day and in 1924 President Coolidge recommended its national observance. Today 

it has a fixed place in the calendar of special dates in our country. 

   But devotion to and pride in fathers does not need to wait for official approval. As long as 

there have been fathers, love and respect for fathers has existed. 

   Happy Father’s Day to our fathers, grandfathers and great-grandfathers. 

 

2018 Mission Report 
          Mission:           April   Year to Date 

Phil & Kris Nelson        $  80.00   $ 319.34 

Lowell & Claudia Wertz              -0-      244.34 

Jason & Deb Shirek            75.00      299.33 

Honduras Orphanage            10.00        10.00 

Lydia’s House Ministries            -0-      114.33 

Shoe Boxes             30.00        144.33 

Disabled Vets             20.00      254.33 

Missions             15.00        65.00 

Children’s Mission            10.98           10.98 

4
th

 Sunday offerings          203.00      203.00 

4
th

 Sunday School offerings             5.00          5.00 

Honduras Orphanage (sent)           345.78 

Total          $393.35           $ 2,015.76 
 

 



PENTECOST 

MAY 20TH THROUGH NOVEMBER 18TH 
   Fifty years after Jesus’ resurrection, on a day called Pente-cost, the Christian Church was born. 

Because Pentecost was a holiday celebrating the harvest (a bit like our Thanksgiving), the 

apostles and a large crowd had gathered to celebrate in Jerusalem. 

   Many people had assembled near Peter and the other followers of Christ when “From heaven there came a 

sound like the rush of a violent wind …” (Acts 2:2ff, NRSV). Then tongues of fire descended on everyone in the 

crowd. 

   After the wind and fire descended, all sorts of languages, known and unknown, came out of the crowd. Each 

person spoke “about God’s deeds of power” (verse 11). No wonder Luke wrote, “All were amazed and 

perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’” 

   The whole affair was mind-boggling and life-changing. The Holy Spirit had come upon many people; they 

knew God was powerfully at work in their midst. 

   On Pentecost many years ago, some 3,000 people came to believe in Christ. That’s why today Christians 

remember the powerful event as the birthday of the church. 

 

Dear Peace Church, 

   To know you are with us in our time of sorrow, sharing our prayers, today and tomorrow, God 

gives us comfort in the form of family and friends. May His peace be with you, His love never 

ends. Our thanks for all the love, support and prayers for our daughter, Alicia.  

   Also, thank you from the bottom of our hearts for the monetary donation we received from the 

Soup Lunch held in our honor. This will help pay some of Alicia’s final expenses. 

   You are all truly a blessing to our family. God Bless. 

 Gary & Karen Johnston 

 

 

   This is Phoebe checking in. Meow everyone! Isn’t it a wonderful feeling to be nice and warm? Just 

love the sun. I heard Alphonse has a cold. It was cooler in Washington and then warmed up fast and 

he’s not liking it too much. Course with three girls to play with most of the time, he’s having the time 

of his life, despite his cold. He isn’t going to be happy when he has to come back to Wisconsin. Oh 

well. 

   Are you excited about the Ice Cream Social at Trinity on the 27
th

? I’d like to go but I’ve been told that I need 

to stay here and guard the church against mice and bats. Yikes! I don’t like bats! I don’t even like hornets and 

there are quite a few around. Ever wonder why Joan has a can of hornet spray on her desk? Now you know. 

   Things around the church continue to be good. Nice and slow and that suits you know who very nicely. She 

says she’s getting quite a bit done. Whatever that means. All I see is papers all over her desk and the counters 

and I get a “Don’t you dare jump up here”! from her. All I want to do is move the papers around so I can get 

comfortable. 

   Anyway I had better tell everyone of the deadline for the July issue of Peace to You. It will be Monday, June 

18
th

, at noon. 

   So now that I’ve gotten this taken care of, I think I’ll go find a nice warm spot in the sun. The Kindergarten 

Room is always a good spot. Especially on the table. 

   See you around. Enjoy the summer! This is Phoebe check out. 

 

A PRAYER FOR FAMILIES 
   Heavenly Father, we come as your children to praise you for putting us into families. Thank 

you for the love and nourishment we’ve received -- and been blessed to give. We confess our 

need for your daily forgiveness and guidance to our families. Please grant harmony in our homes 

and help us always show respect and love for one another. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 



VAN DRIVERS 
6-03 Paul Knower 

6-10 Joan Wheeler 

6-17 Rick Jones 

   6-24     Mona Clarke 

 

SOUND SYSTEM OPERATORS 
6-03 Paul Knower 

6-10 Dave Turk 

            6-17 Isaac Boomfield 

            6-24 Paul Knower 

 

      MAY ATTENDANCE 
4-29  60 

5-03  60 

 5-13   58 

 5-20   75 

          

GENERAL FUND – APRIL 
$       786.84 - 2017 Ending Balance 

   47,769.19 - Revenue for January-April 

$ 47,826.69 - Expenses for January - April 

$      729.34 - Balance as of  

 

 

HOSPITALITY COORDINATORS 
  6-03     Maureen Kelsey & Sharon Zales 

6-10   Jr. & Beverly Harper 

6-17   Paul & Jean McManaway 

  6-24     Mona Clarke & Judy Shadewald 

 

MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

1. The Food Pantry is looking for more food 

donations. We have a donation box in Peace 

Plaza by the chairs for you to place your non-

perishable contributions in. Our main 

collection Sunday is the first of every month 

but will welcome donations at any time. 

2. Praise & Prayer Service is held every 2
nd

 

Sunday at 7:00 p.m. with various churches 

taking part in this ministry. We will meet on 

June 10
th

 at 7:00 p.m. at Peace. 

3. S.O.U.L. Kitchen is once a month at Church of 

the Nazarene Outreach Center. Wednesday, 

June 21
st
, will be the next S.O.U.L. Kitchen at 

5:00 p.m. 

4. The Food Pantry is open every Wednesday 

afternoon from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. at the 

Lighthouse Chapel Church on Cairns Avenue 

 

 

SERPENT 
   A serpent coiled around a fruit-

bearing tree symbolizes humanity’s first 

sin, when Adam and Eve, at the serpent’s 

tempting, disobeyed God by eating fruit from the 

Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. The 

Genesis 3 account is often referred to as “The Fall,” 

and though it doesn’t say so, the serpent is 

commonly understood as Satan. 

 

 

10 MOST POPULAR 

FATHER’S DAY 

SAYINGS 

 
1. By the time a man realizes that maybe his 

father was right, he usually has a son who 

thinks he’s wrong. 

2. Any man can be a father but it takes 

someone special to be a dad. 

3. A truly rich man is one whose children run 

into his arms when his hands are empty. 

4. It doesn’t matter who my father was; it 

matters who I remember he was. 

5. It is easier for a father to have children than 

for children to have a real father. 

6. A father is a banker provided by nature. 

7. You know, fathers just have a way of 

putting everything together. 

8. The greatest gift I ever had came from God; 

I call him Dad. 

9. A father carries pictures where his money 

used to be. 

10. Once a father overhead his son pray: Dear 

God, make me the kind of man my Daddy 

is. Later that night, the father prayed: Dear 

God make me the kind of man my sons 

wants. 

 

“In early June the world of leaf, blade and flowers 

explodes, and every sunset is different.” 

--John Steinbeck, 

The Winter of Our Discontent 



 

JUNE  

BIRTHDAYS 

 JUNE 

 ANNIVERSARIES 
1 Helen Bethke  

1 Phillip Geiselman  

2 John Harris  

3 Chuck Doherty  

4 Judy Shadewald  

9 Donna Harris  

10 Lon Arbegust  

11 Dick Hewuse  

13 Holly Daniels  

16 Sandy Keller  

16 Kay Birch  

17 Rick Jones  

17 Larry Keller  

17 Chris Kanable  

18 Betty Unbehaun  

19 Carl Bethke  

20 Aaron Joyce  

20 Bonnie Arbegust  

21 Linda Wallace  

21 Gary Gutknecht  

22 Jan Salmon  

25 Carol Kramer  

25 Peggy Rohn  

26 Wayne Kintz  

28 Lewis Drone  

28 Evelyn Gald  

30 Debbie Sandmire  

   

   

   

   
 

 

1 Dwight & Arlene Fruit  

2 Paul & Jean McManaway  

6 Pastor Wiley & Heather Gladney  

7 Maynard & Peg Moser  

8 Jim & Pat Greeley  

11 Jr. & Beverly Harper  

21 Marv & Barb Hewuse  

29 Jerry & Pam (PK) Kintz  

30 Bill & Julie Stebbins  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

 

 

 

 



  



  



 

 

 

 

Peace United Methodist Church  `  Sunday Mornings: 

265 North Church Street        9:30 a.m. - Adult Sunday School  : 

Richland Center, WI 53581      10:45 a.m. - Worship Service 

608-647-4559          3:30 p.m. - Worship Service on NOVA 

          7 :00 p.m. - Praise & Prayer Service  

“Our purpose at Peace is to                     June 10
th

 at Peace    

  make disciples of Jesus Christ for                 

 the transformation of the world.”          

    

 

Pastor’s Office Hours 
   Monday:   Peace - 9:00 a.m. - Noon     
    Tuesday:   By Appointment 

   Wednesday:  Peace - 9:00 a.m. - Noon 

   Thursday:  Trinity - 9:00 a.m. - Noon 

   Fridays:  By Appointment 

       Hospital Chaplain 

   Saturday: Day Off 

    Pastor’s cell phone: 920-509-2630 

                                                Pastor’s e-mail: revgladney@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 
 
      

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor: G. Wiley Gladney   Joan’s Office Hours:        Visit our Website at 

Adm. Assistant: Joan Wheeler     Monday-Thursday  http://www.unchurchrc.org 

Custodian: Gary Johnston      9:00 a.m. - Noon  or E-mail us at     

Minister of Pastoral Care: Tricia Holley  1:00 - 3:00 p.m.  peaceumc.rc@gmail.com 

Nursery: Alicia Brisbois       facebook.com/rcpeaceumc 

Treasurer: Vic Vlasak       Friday       

Worship Leader: Pam Peterson-Kintz 9:00 a.m. - Noon       

Youth Leader: Heather Gladney         Worship Service on NOVA: 

          3:30 p.m. - Sunday Afternoons 

          Genuine Telecom - 12 

          Charter (without digital box) - 95 

          Charter (with digital box) - 984  
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
We are called to bring all into the family of God and deepen/mature their faith in Jesus 

Christ. using each of our individual gifts, we envision this happening through P-E-A-C-E. 

Praise & celebrative worship. 

Evangelism - Inviting all to proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

Anchored in the Word of God. 

Compassionate, caring Christian community. 

Encompassing Ministries - focusing on the needs of the community and beyond. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


