
Peace to You          “BRINGING ALL INTO THE FAMILY THROUGH PEACE”                                                                  

Vol. XXXX,                   Issue No. 2         February 1, 2018                      Peace United Methodist Church, Richland Center, WI 

 

   Grace and peace in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  

   It has been a cold start to 2018, and we have finally gotten a little snow. When February rolls around every 

year, our minds turn to Valentine’s Day. My mind also turns to my wife’s birthday, which is February 15. Now, 

my birthday is December 12, and it seems my birthday celebration and gifts always get rolled into our 

Christmas celebrations. Not so for Heather’s birthday. It has been made clear to me that Valentine’s Day and 

her birthday are two distinct days, therefore there needs to be two distinct ways that I mark those days. So much 

for no double standard!  

   I have always wondered who St Valentine was. I never knew anything about who he was, other than he was a 

Roman Catholic Saint. So, I decided to look it up, and the following is what I have found out from Wikipedia.  

   Saint Valentine, officially Saint Valentine of Terni, is a widely recognized third-century 

Roman Saint commemorated on February 14 and since the High Middle Ages, is associated with a tradition 

of courtly love.  

   All that is reliably known of the Saint commemorated on February 14 is his name and that he was martyred 

and buried at a cemetery on the Via Flaminia close to the Ponte Milvio to the north of Rome on that day. It is 

uncertain whether St. Valentine is to be identified as one saint or the conflation of two saints of the same name. 

Because so little is reliably known of him, in 1969 the Catholic Church removed his name from the General 

Roman Calendar, leaving his liturgical celebration to local calendars. The Roman Catholic Church continues to 

recognize him as a Saint, listing him as such in the February 14 entry in the Roman Martyrology, and 

authorizing liturgical veneration of him on February 14 in any place where that day is not devoted to some other 

obligatory celebration in accordance with the rule that on such a day the Mass may be that of any saint listed in 

the Martyrology for that day. Saint Valentine's Church in Rome, built in 1960 for the needs of the Olympic 

Village, continues as a modern, well-visited parish church. 

   Saint Valentine is commemorated in the Anglican Communion, as well as in Lutheranism. On February 14, 

The Lutheran Service Book, with its penchant for the old Roman calendar, commemorates Valentine on this 

date. By some of the Eastern Orthodox Church, Saint Valentine the Presbyter of Rome is celebrated on July 6
 

and Valentine (Bishop of Interamna, Terni in Italy) is celebrated on July 30. Notwithstanding, because of the 

relative obscurity of these two saints in the East and since there is no commemoration of St. Valentine in the 

Greek Orthodox Church, members of the Greek Orthodox Church named Valentinos (male) or Valentina 

(female) may observe their name day on the Western ecclesiastical calendar date of February 14. 

   Whether you celebrate Valentine’s Day or not, may you be blessed this month, as we strive to be a loving 

congregation of believers. Remember that when Jesus was asked “what is the greatest commandment,” He 

answered, ‘“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength 

and with all your mind”; and, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”’  

 Pastor Wiley 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES 
   Pastor Wiley is planning on having an Ash Wednesday service on Wednesday, February 14

th
, at 

7:00 p.m. We will plan to meet at Peace for a joint Ash Wednesday Service.  

   Please make arrangements to attend the service with your family. Ash Wednesday starts the 40 

days of Lent. 
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GIVING: CONSISTENCY COUNTS 
Now concerning the collection for the saints: you should follow the directions I gave to the churches of Galatia. 

2On the first day of every week, each of you is to put aside and save whatever extra you earn, so that collections 

need not be taken when I come. (1 Corinthians 16:1-2)  

Give with consistent gratitude • Give to God first 

Give with consistent sacrifice • Give with consistent praise 
   Paul was clearly a believer in consistency. He encouraged the Corinthians to donate regularly on the Sabbath 

to store up funds for relief of their poor brothers and sisters in Jerusalem. We still collect donations in our 

churches on a weekly basis on the Sabbath (although some of us give biweekly, monthly or even annually).  

   We also set aside time in each worship service to express our gratitude to God and to praise God for the many 

blessings God gives us (for which gratitude our gifts are a token). This we do consistently. Not during a season 

of thankfulness or holiday of praise, but every week.  

   Many consistently put God first as well: giving to God before taking anything for themselves. One faithful 

son of our congregation gives an annual gift at year-end. I surmise this is from a bonus he receives and he gives 

the church a tithe from it.  

   Moreover, we give with consistent sacrifice. If the gift means nothing to you, then it means nothing to God. 

Conversely, the greater the cost the greater the gift. This does not necessarily mean the size of the gift in dollars, 

but rather the labor that went into earning it, the needs forgone that allowed it to be given, and the recognition 

that others’ needs are as important as our own.  

   May we all pray to be consistent in our faithfulness!  

Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 

Shared Responsibility for Generosity  

Trustees, Finance, etc.?  

 

 

 

Integration and Alignment with Mission & Ministry  

 

 

 

A Focus on Stewardship as Discipleship  
 embrace generosity as a core value?  

-round as they are for worship, service, outreach, 

fellowship and spiritual growth?  

 

Strong Relationships with Givers  
 personally thanked for supporting the mission and ministry of the 

church?  

identity?  

 of its donors?  

 

Adapted from: Kihlstedt, Andrea, Capital Campaigns: Strategies that Work, 4th Edition. 2016. New York: 

Jones & Bartlett Learning. & Gibson, Cynthia, Beyond Fundraising: What Does it Mean to Build a Culture of 

Philanthropy? www.haasjr.org/sites/default/files/resources/Haas_CultureofPhilanthropy_F1_0.pdf.  

If you have questions or need help with any of these, contact:  
Jim Wells, Director of Stewardship & Capital Campaigns,  

Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  

at 608-837-9582 or jwells@wumf.org. 



VAN DRIVERS 
2-04 Paul Knower 

2-11 Joan Wheeler 

2-18 Rick Jones 

   2-25    Mona Clarke 

 

SOUND SYSTEM OPERATORS 
2-04 Dave Turk 

2-11 Isaac Boomfield 

2-18 Paul Knower 

2-25 Dave Turk 

 

FINANCIAL NEWS 
      January Attendance 

1-07 69 

 1-14  60 

 1-21  68 
 

GENERAL FUND – DECEMBER 
$     1,498.99  - 2016 Ending Balance 

   151,245.08 - Revenue for 2017  

  -151,957.21 - Expenses for 2017  

$        786.84 - Balance as of December 31. 2017 

 

MITTEN TREE UPDATE 
   The Mitten Tree was a big success again 

this year. 

110 items were collected which resulted in: 

caps: 40 

socks: 25 

mittens: 5 

scarves: 5 

gloves: 23 

ear warmers: 7 

cap & glove sets: 5 

   Area grade schools receiving these items were: 

Doudna, Jefferson, Lincoln, St. Mary’s and 

Riverdale Elementary.  

 

COMING IN MARCH! 

                  Bishop’s Day Apart 

Friday, March 2
nd

 Laity Session
 

Registration at 6:00 p.m. 

Event will be 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

        People’s UMC                      

103 N. Alpine Parkway 

                    Oregon 

 

HOSPITALITY COORDINATORS 
  2-04     Maureen Kelsey & Sharon Zales 

2-11   Jr. & Beverly Harper 

2-18   Paul & Jean McManaway 

  2-25     Mona Clarke & Judy Shadewald 

 

MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

1. The Food Pantry is looking for more food 

donations. We have a donation box in Peace 

Plaza by the chairs for you to place your non-

perishable contributions in. Our main 

collection Sunday is the first of every month 

but will welcome donations at any time. 

2. Praise & Prayer Service is held every 2
nd

 

Sunday at 7:00 p.m. with various churches 

taking part in this ministry. We will meet on 

February 11
th

 at 7:00 p.m. Place to be 

announced. 

3. S.O.U.L. Kitchen is once a month at Church of 

the Nazarene Outreach Center. Wednesday, 

February 21
st
 will be the next S.O.U.L. Kitchen 

at 5:00 p.m. 

4. The Food Pantry is open every Wednesday 

afternoon from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. at the 

Lighthouse Chapel Church on Cairns Avenue 

 

LISTENING SESSION 
   There will be a confidential listening session 

immediately following our worship service on 

Sunday, February 25
th

. The session will be held in 

the Harmony Room. 

   This is a good opportunity to share suggestions, 

comments and praises in a confidential setting. 

Please let us know your feelings on how things are 

going. 

                             LARK 
   Birds became prominent in Christian art 

during the Medieval and Renaissance 

eras. The lark came to symbolize the 

humility of the priesthood because it 

flies high and sings only when flying upward. 

 

MOVED 
   Dean Braithwaite has moved to Schmitt 

Woodland Hills. His apartment number is 234. New 

phone number is 649-7282. 



THE METHODIST SCHOOL FOR SUPERNATURAL MINISTRY 

“POWER EVANGELISM” 

   More than believing that miracles really happened, and beyond believing that God still performs miracles, 

Jesus invites us to “Preach…heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead and cast out demons. Freely you 

have received, freely give.”  Matthew 10:7-8 

   Sunday, February 11, starting at 3:00 p.m. through Tuesday, February 13
th

 at 4:00 p.m. 

2 nights and 6 meals at Pine Lake Camp - $165 
 

Methodist: 

 Courses taught from a Methodist perspective 

 Manifestations of the spirit among Methodists in the past 

 Current moves of the Spirit among United Methodists TODAY 

 

School for: 

 Jesus said, “Everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher.” 

 Practical subjects not taught in most seminaries 

 Learning to minister God’s supernatural gifts in God’s supernatural power. 

 Continuing Education Units and Lay Speaker Advanced training credits offered. 

 

Supernatural: 

 Doing what cannot be done by our natural abilities 

 Doing ALL that Jesus did and commanded (Matthew 28:20) 

 Combining Bible-based teaching with miraculous demonstrations of the power of God to “fully 

proclaim: the kingdom of God. (Romans 15:15) 

 The Holy Spirit comes to the sessions as a participant, not just as an observer. 

 

Ministry: 

 Putting into practice what we learn inside and outside of class 

 Seeing God work through you and your church in supernatural ways to change lives forever 

 Jesus said we would DO what he had been doing (John 14:12) 

 Experiencing the healing delivering, strengthening, empowering, encouraging, and awesome presence of 

the Spirit. 

 

Season #6 Topics Include: 

 Breaking Stronghold in your Life, your Church, and Your area - Rev. Dr. Tim Burden 

 Intimacy with God -- Our Source of Power - Margie Burger 

 Breaking Through: My Journey Out of Skepticism - Darren Wilson 

 Supernatural Mercy Ministries - Rebecca Grant, Freida Alexander and Nic Billman 

 Embracing Risk - Darren Wilson 

 Compassion’s Role in Power Evangelism, Part 1 - Nic Billman 

 Prophetic Worship in Power Evangelism - Don Hershman 

 What Can We Learn from the Methodist Revival in Cuba? - Rev. Dr. Tim Burden 

 Compassion’s Role in Power Evangelism, Part 2 - Nic Billman 

 A Baptism of Boldness - Kathy Hershman 

 

Attendees will be housed 2 to a room unless you specify otherwise. Extra cost for a single room. 

Please send registration form along with $165 (check made payable to WARM) to: Becky Henke, 352 Quincy 

St.,  Oconto, WI 54155. Registration forms are in the church office. 

   For more information, contact Rev. Irv Case at (608) 420-1004 or irvcase@charter.net  

 

mailto:irvcase@charter.net


CHURCH FINANCE TRAINING 
 March 10, 2018 from 10:00 a.m. - Noon 

  Dodgeville UMC, 327 N. Iowa St, Dodgeville, WI 

   The Wisconsin Conference is pleased to offer training to members of our United Methodist 

Churches who are involved in the decision making and handling of your local church finances, 

as well as to those who help to complete the yearly statistical reporting. 

   The task of providing leadership for your financial ministry is a great honor and an awesome responsibility. 

As a leader and steward, we want to provide you with a basic understanding of your role, the best practices, and 

respond to any questions or concerns you may have about your ministry. We hope that this training will provide 

you with the tools you need to have an accountable and fruitful finance ministry. 

   Please visit our website to register for this free training. www.WisconsinUMC.org/Finance 

 Tamara Wims, Conference Treasurer 

 TreasurerOffice@wisconsinumc.org 

 Phone: (608) 837-7320 

 

We encourage you to attend if you are: 

 Church Treasurer 

 Member of the Finance Committee 

 Pastor or Lay Leader 
 

We will answer the following questions and more! 

 What guidelines should I follow for handling my church’s finances? 

 What are the responsibilities of the Treasurer, Finance Secretary and Finance Chair? 

 What are some of the Best Practices for Churches to follow? 

 What is Connectional Giving and what is the impact of my church’s giving? 
 

STOP, LOOK AND LISTEN 
   Lent, the season of the church year that’s associated with repentance, begins on Ash Wednesday (February 

14
th

 this year). While some people deny themselves by giving up something for Lent, others prepare for Easter 

through special Bible studies or devotions. 

   Christians observe Lent for these reasons: 

 It causes us to STOP. Lent says, “Stop and rest awhile,” as well as “Stop doing wrong.” 

 It tells us to LOOK. Look inward for an honest self-examination. Love upward to see the cross of Christ 

offering healing and love. Look forward to the hope of the Resurrection. 

 It tells us to LISTEN. Listen to the words of Christ. Listen to the voice of God. Listen to the winds of 

the Spirit of God. 
 

Stop, look and listen. These three words aren’t only important for our safety in travel; they’re also helpful for 

our journey through the 40 days of Lent. 

 

LENTEN LIVING 
   Lent begins on Ash Wednesday. Christians have observed this seasons of the church year 

since the fourth century. It‘s traditionally a time of reflection, penitence and spiritual 

renewal before Easter. 

   During Lent, some Christians give up something that hinders their relationship with God. 

Others do something extra for their spiritual growth or make a special sacrifice. The key is 

to make Lent a memorable season of sincere spiritual growth -- a time that can set the tone for the rest of the 

year. 

 

LENTEN STUDY AT PEACE 
   40 Days of Prayer will be our Lenten study on Wednesday nights starting February 21

st
 at 6:30 p.m. This will 

be in place of Building a Better Church through Lent. Everyone is invited to attend. 

http://www.wisconsinumc.org/Finance
mailto:TreasurerOffice@wisconsinumc.org


Dear Peace UMC, 

   Thank you so much for your generous donations to Jefferson School. It was greatly appreciated 

by all the staff and the students. The supplies came at the perfect time! I really appreciate your 

thinking of us here at Jefferson. 

  Stephanie Moore 

 

Dear Peace Church Family, 

   I want to thank Rosie Steinmetz and Sandy Turner for taking time to visit me. I really enjoy them visiting and 

taking time to pray with me. 

   Thank you to the carolers for thinking of me and making my day special, and for the Poinsettia. It really 

brightened up our house since we were not able to put up a tree this year. We have a new kitten who believes 

everything in the house is fair game. 

   And last but not least, thank you to Pastor Gladney and Tricia Holley for bringing me Communion. Even 

though we were rushed, it meant a lot to me. 

 Donna Sharp 

 

Dear Peace United Methodist Church, 

   Thank you for the gift of $485.00 that we received from you. It will help us fight food insecurity in our 

county. Thanks for being a part of our team and joining with us in this fight. Your generosity makes a difference 

in our country! 

   Thank you. 

 The Richland County Food Pantry Volunteers 

 

Dear Peace UMC, 

   Thank you so much for supporting the ministry for the 2017 year of $1,112.00. You may be wondering how 

your financial contributions were spent. I can give you just a few examples of what happens to those 

contributions. We use the money very carefully. It pays for utilities, repairs and insurance needed to run A 

Child’s Place. For Lydia’s House we use some money for hotel expenses and when urgent, diapers. Our Family 

Restorative Initiative we use for a program to be run at the Richland Middle School to reach out to our young 

kids. These are just a few examples of what your kind donations make possible. There are many more. We do 

not provide gas cards or Walmart cards, unless an individual/Church request that the donation they have sent be 

used for that purpose. 

 Stacey Martyniuk, Financial Secretary, Lydia’s House Ministries 

 

Dear Peace UMC, 

   On behalf of the Richland Community Food Pantry, I am writing to thank you for your generous donation of 

$150.00 from September through November, 2017. Your gift will help our organization care for the emergency 

nutritional needs of many families in our county. 

   Sincerely, 

 Jerry Bower, Richland Community Food Pantry President 

 

   Hello everyone. Phoebe checking in. I’m so happy. I got to see a video of Alfonse in Elma, 

Washington recently. He looked really happy and so in love with that large plate of cheese in front of 

him. He even has a friend now, so he’s not lonesome. It looks like the girls like playing with him as he 

was sitting on top of the fireplace. I do miss him even though his friends do stop by and see me. They 

are a bit timid because all I want to do is chase them. To me that’s fun, but apparently not to them. 

   Did you read Donna Sharp’s letter? She has a little kitten who apparently thinks Christmas trees are fun to 

climb in. Joan’s two roommates think the same thing. In fact, when she was hanging the lights outside her 

home, they watched from the living room picture window and then just sat there in a trance at all the pretty 

lights on her deck. She put up five small Christmas trees (on top of bookcases and tables) but they thought it 

was fun to try and jump up and touch them. I was their weekend guest and saw what they were doing. I didn’t 

want to get yelled at or locked in their room, so I just sat on a recliner and watched. 

      Now down to business here. The deadline for the March issue of Peace To You will be Monday, February 

19
th

 at noon.  See you around. Stay warm!  Phoebe checking out 



MISSION FOCUS 
Jason & Deb Shirek 

In HIM Ministries, Botswana, Africa 

   Hello Peace Family! We are well in Botswana. While in Lobatse we have found some new 

avenues of outreach including a large Peace Corps group that all live and work in villages within 

a few hours of Lobatse. We have taken a couple girls under our wings and they stay with us often and come to 

church. This is an amazing opportunity to input into their lives in ways that have mostly been averse to them in 

their stateside lives. 

   We continue to care for the young girl, Praise, and have faced legal situations in the endeavor. She is well, 

though, and seemingly unaffected by the months in our home. Her family we be returning and taking over their 

ministry again by the end of January. We will wait and sit with them and see what their needs are of us, before 

returning to Francistown. 

   December saw more Refugee intervention, which we hope to find a way to inform you of in the near future. It 

truly has been an emotional area of ministry this year and we are grateful for your prayers and assistance in this. 

We are cautious about this information, as we are awaiting the outcome of our permit renewals shortly. We 

have just weeks left on our current permit and are eagerly optimistic for the result and what will follow. 

   We are thankful to be able to continue serving in this country and you are part of this in a great way. 

 

2018 Missions 

Phil & Kris Nelson, Mission Aviation Fellowship, in Nampa, Idaho 

Lowell & Claudia Wertz, Joy in the Harvest, Tanzania, Africa 

Jason & Deb Shirek, In HIM Ministries, Botswana, Africa 

Lydia’s House Ministries, A Child’s Place, A Families Place, Lydia’s House, Youth Initiative 

Richland County Disabled Vets, local group 

Christmas Child Shoeboxes - October 

   Please help us support these 2018 missions. Just write what mission you wish to give on your check or 

offering envelope. 

 

Phil & Kris Nelson 

   Phil is busy working as a Maintenance Instructor in the Training Department at MAF’s headquarters. He 

shares, “I have always enjoyed doing maintenance. During our last two terms I had the privilege of training and 

mentoring several MAF staff as mechanics”. Phil grew up in Michigan. 

   Kris works as an educational therapist. She finds great satisfaction in helping children that have a variety of 

educational needs to become more successful. She is also involved at church, working with youth and leading 

Bible studies and is still active in mentoring several young Indonesian women via Facebook. Kris grew up in 

Richland Center. 

 

Lowell & Claudia Wertz 

   Lowell and Claudia have been missionaries in Africa since 1980. Lowell is an ordained United Methodist 

minister with a heart for evangelism. Claudia has many years’ experience working with African women and 

running a guest house facility. They live in Tanzania (East Africa) and have an exciting ministry helping the 

poor, assisting refugees, providing vocational and apprenticeship training, evangelism, church construction, and 

also women and youth ministries. 

 

Disabled Vets of Richland County     

   We will be supporting disabled veterans to help in the cost of transporting them to doctors and hospital 

appointments. Those who use this very valuable service are not asked to contribute towards this service. It costs 

approximately $30 to take a person to and bring them back home safely from these visits, which includes a meal 

for the driver. 

   It seems like a good way to say “Thank you” to our retired veterans that put their lives on the line to keep us 

safe here at home. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 Parents Summit 

Saturday, February 24
th

 

   Grace Community Church (23291 Hwy AA) is hosting the 2018 Parent Summit. This 1-day simulcast event is 

born out of the vision that modern parents need quality equipping and that the local church is a great place to 

equip local parents. Each Parent Summit Event is unique - blending the quality, content and branding of the live 

Parent’s Summit event with the local church culture. http://parentsummit.com 

   The three goals of the parent’s Summit are to equip, encourage and resource parents. We want to balance 

equipping a parent’s heart for the   rigors of parenting while also providing genuine “rubber meets the road” 

skills. The Parent’s summit content is broad enough to apply to parents of all ages. 

   We provide a live simulcast experience of the Parent’s Summit which begins at 9:00 a.m. and concludes by 

4:00 p.m. This February 24
th

 event includes all print materials, great teaching, and lunch. Registration is $40 per 

person. The $35 per person Early Birth Registration begins now through February 1
st
. Or register on February 

24
th

, $45 per person at the door. 

   Sign up today by calling Deb Johnston in the office at 647-2222 or register online at www.lifeofgrace.org by 

going to the /event tab and pay online. 

Register today! 
 

INDULGE FOR LENT? 
   Rather than sacrificing something for Lent -- especially something easy and spiritually insignificant, such as 

chocolate -- Patty Kirk, in Guideposts magazine, suggests finding new ways to indulge in God’s presence. 

Surely one can do this by having extra devotions or attending Lenten worship services. But Kirk offers these 

ideas: 

 Spend time outdoors, sensing God’s magnificence. 

 Spend time with others, extending generosity and compassion. Remember Jesus’ promise that when you 

care for others, you care for him (Matthew  25:31-46) 

 Pray for the “little things,” coming before God in childlike trust and feeling peace. 

 Watch attentively for God’s answers to prayer, and receive them as reminders of his presence. 

 Turn anxiety into prayer. As you frame concerns as prayers and entrust them to God, you “sacrifice” the 

tendency to wallow in worry. 

2017 MISSIONS REPORT 
 Mission                               Goal         December                Total             

Phil & Kris Nelson       2,000.00    $   155.00  $1,088.80 

Lowell & Claudia Wertz      1,750.00           75.00    1,068.80 

Deb & Jason Shirek       1,750.00           25.00               1,876.81 

Katie Bray        1,000.00                        -0-                    345.00 

Honduras Project                     500.00            53.33       180.55     

Passages           700.00             55.00                    380.00   

UMCOR           700.00             -0-        718.00 

Food Pantry                      700.00          170.00        571.00   

Lydia’s House Ministries         700.00             -0-                 1,157.00     

Shoe Boxes           500.00             -0-           506.00                

Disabled Vets           700.00           30.00       470.00             

Missions             210.00       520.00 

Children’s Missions              27.92         68.08    

4
th

 Sunday Offerings              55.00               3,167.01    

4
th

 Sunday school Offerings              -0-          10.00       

Children’s Missions (Jan.–March)            541.74    

TOTALS                                                    $   856.25            $12,668.79 

 

http://parentsummit.com/
http://www.lifeofgrace.org/

