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Happy Xmas!  

(I can’t believe the pastor just used Xmas instead of Christmas! And doesn’t he know Christmas is over 

already?)  

   Christmas is also sometimes known as Xmas. Some people don't think it's correct to call Christmas 'Xmas' as 

that takes the 'Christ' (Jesus) out of Christmas. (Christmas comes from Christ-Mass, the Church service that 

celebrated the birth of Jesus.) 

But that is not quite right! In the Greek language and alphabet, the letter that looks like an X is the Greek letter 

chi / Χ (pronounced 'kye' - it rhymes with 'eye') which is the first letter of the Greek word for Christ, Christos. 

   The early church used the first two letters of Christos in the Greek alphabet 'chi' and 'rho' to create a 

monogram (symbol) to represent the name of Jesus. This looks like an X with a small p on the top: ☧ 

 
   The symbol of a fish is sometimes used by Christians (you might see a fish sticker on a car or someone 

wearing a little fish badge). This comes from the time when the first Christians had to meet in secret, as the 

Romans wanted to kill them (before Emperor Constantine became a Christian). Jesus had said that he wanted to 

make his followers 'Fishers of Men', so people started to use that symbol. 

 
   When two Christians met, one person drew half a basic fish shape (often using their foot in the dust on the 

ground) and the other person drew the other half of the fish. The Greek word for fish is 'Ikthus' or 'Ichthys'. 

There are five Greek letters in the word. It can also make up a sentence of Christian beliefs 'Ie-sous Christos 

Theou Huios So-te-r' which in English means "Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior". The second letter of these five 

letter is X or Christos! 

So, Xmas can also mean Christmas; but it should also be pronounced 'Christmas' rather than 'ex-mas'!   

   I hope everyone has had a wonderful Xmas with family and friends.  

If you have a friend or neighbor who does not attend a church, please invite them to join you in worship this 

New Year. May the Lord bless you and keep you in 2018. 

 Rev. Wiley Gladney 
 

A NEW VIEW 
   The New Year is an opportunity to sort out the useless tasks and plan for the important; to review 

the failures and resolve to be successful; to take an inventory of causes and pledge life to purpose and 

service. These being done, the new will truly be new, different and better.        --C. Neil Strait 

 

 

 



VAN DRIVERS 
1-07  Joan Wheeler 

1-14 Paul Knower  

1-21 Rick Jones 

   1-28     Mona Clarke 

 

SOUND SYSTEM OPERATORS 
1-07 Paul Knower 

1-14 Dave Turk 

1-21 Isaac Boomfield 

1-28 Paul Knower 

 
 

HOSPITALITY COORDINATORS 
  1-07     Maureen Kelsey & Sharon Zales 

1-14   Jr. & Beverly Harper 

1-21   Paul & Jean McManaway 

  1-28     Mona Clarke & Judy Shadewald 

    

    

     DECEMBER 
      Attendance 

12-03  71 

 12-10    75 

 12-17    86 

   12-24 (a.m.)    63 

        12-24 (p.m.)    54 

 

GENERAL FUND - NOVEMBER 
$    1,498.99 - 2016 Ending Balance 

  138,216.26 - Revenue for Jan-Nov 

 -138,076.30 - Expenses for Jan-Nov 

$     1,639.05 - Balance as of 11-30-2017 

 

XPICTOC 

   This set of letters spells “Christ” 

 in Greek. It may be written using 

the Roman alphabet (from which 

the English alphabet descended), but is also often 

presented in Greek characters, as shown here. 

 

SPECIAL DATES 
New Year’s Day, January 1

st
 

Epiphany, January 6
th

 

Baptism of the Lord, January 7
th

 

Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Observance,                     

 January 15
th

  

Week of Prayer for Christina Unity, January 18-25 

DON’T QUIT 
(The following was sent to the editor in her birthday 

card. We think it is beautiful and wanted to share). 

When things go wrong as they sometimes will, 

When the road you’re trudging seems all uphill, 

When the funds are low, and the debts are high, 

And you want to smile, but you have to sigh, 

When care is pressing you down a bit, 

Rest if you must, but don’t you quit! 

 

Life is queer with its twists and turns, 

As every one of us sometimes learns, 

And many a failure turns about, 

When he might have won had he stuck it out. 

Don’t give up though the pace seems slow, 

You may succeed with another blow. 
 

Success is failure turned inside out, 

The silver lining on the clouds of doubt. 

And you can never tell how close you are, 

It may be near when it seems so far. 

So stick to the fight when you’re hardest hit, 

It’s when things seem worse, 

That you must not quit. 

Unknown 

MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

1. The Food Pantry is looking for more food 

donations. We have a donation box in Peace 

Plaza by the chairs for you to place your non-

perishable contributions in. Our main 

collection Sunday is the first of every month 

but will welcome donations at any time. 

2. Praise & Prayer Service is held every 2
nd

 

Sunday at 7:00 p.m. with various churches 

taking part in this ministry. We will meet on 

January 14
th

 at 7:00 p.m. at Peace. 

3. S.O.U.L. Kitchen is once a month at Church of 

the Nazarene Outreach Center. Wednesday, 

January 17
th

 will be the next S.O.U.L. Kitchen 

at 5:00 p.m. 

4. The Food Pantry is open every Wednesday 

afternoon from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. at the 

Lighthouse Chapel Church on Cairns Avenue. 

 

 



GIVING: GOD AT WORK 
           For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have abundance; but from those 

who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. (Matthew 25:29) 

   Matthew 24 shares a series of parables describing the Kingdom of God. In the parable of the 

talents (Matthew 25:14-30) the master leaves his immense wealth (the equivalent of 160 annual 

salaries) in the hands of his servants. Two servants double what they were untrusted with; while 

one only returns the talent he was given. The master rewards the two successful servants with even more 

responsibility, but casts out the unsuccessful servant. Clearly, stewardship is central to discipleship in the 

Kingdom of God. 

   The punishment of the poor steward seems severe, but the stakes were incredibly high. Thus, it is with our 

stewardship. Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world is our job alone. What will we 

have to show for it when the Master Returns? 

   Therefore, we must strengthen our stewardship so we can be the best disciples possible, not out of fear or 

punishment, but out of an abundant desire to do what is right and what pleases the Lord. Like a gymnast or 

musician, we are always looking for those occasions when it all seems to happen perfectly—in our prayers, 

presence, service, witness and in our giving. God does not just want our average performance, but our best 

prayers, our most engaged presence, our most selfless service to others, our deep and abiding witness, and our 

sacrificial giving. Of course, we know there will be difficulties along the way, but we have the assurance of 

God’s abundance. 

--Jim Wells, 

 Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 

Visit the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at 

www.wumf.org or Facebook/wumf.org 

Or call 1-888-903-9863 

 

SUPER BOWL OF STEWARDSHIP 
   The Super Bowl of Stewardship 2018 will be hosted by Summerfield United Methodist Church, 728 E. 

Juneau Ave, Milwaukee, WI 53202 on Saturday, February 3, 2018. 

   Rev. Anna-Lisa Hunter will provide the keynote address, “Digital Tools for Stewardship”. Jim Wells will 

present “Using Data to Guide Stewardship”. 

   Other workshops will include: 

 “Helping Your Congregation Save and Give More” – Tools to effectively deal with personal finances 

using Biblical principles. 

 “Year-Round Stewardship Planning” – Creating a plan that embraces year-round stewardship and 

looks ahead 3-5 years. 

 “Stewardship Is More Than Fundraising” – Methods, tools and best practices for effective church 

financial operations. 

    

   Bring yourself or your whole church team for the day to create or refine your annual stewardship plan and 

attend worships on current and compelling stewardship topics. 

   See www.wumf.org/upcoming-events to register and to see workshop details. 

   The event costs $10/person and includes lunch and materials.  

   If you have questions or require additional information, please contact: 

Jim Wells, Director of Stewardship & Capital Campaigns, Wisconsin United Methodist foundation at 608-837-

9582 or jwells@wumf.org. 

 

TRINITY CANDLELIGHT DINNER CANCELLED 
   Due to several retirements within the Trinity Candlelight Dinner Planning Team, Trinity has announced that 

its February 2018 dinner will be cancelled. During the 2018 late summer or early fall, Trinity Planning Team 

members (remaining and retired) will meet to discuss the future for a 2019 dinner. If interested in filling one of 

our planning team positions, please contact Paul Murphey (pmurphey/mwt.net) for future information. We 

thank you all for your past years of support for this dinner. 

http://www.wumf.org/upcoming-events
mailto:jwells@wumf.org


Dear Peace United Methodist Church, 

   At the November 20 meeting of the Richland School district Board of Education, the board 

accepted your gifts of school supplies, valued at approximately $110 for Doudna and Jefferson 

Elementary Schools. Also approximately $40 for Lincoln Elementary School. 

   Thank you for providing this gift to our “district. Our elementary students will benefit greatly 

from your continued generosity. 

   Sincerely,  Jarred Burke, District Administrator 

 

Dear Peace UMC, 

   Thank you for your thoughtful contribution of school supplies to Doudna, Jefferson and Lincoln Elementary 

Schools. We as a board are truly grateful for your support. 

 Jane Williams 

 

Dear Friends at Peace, 

   It’s that wonderful time of the year! I (Claudia) just arrived from Tanzania to care for my Mom in Northern 

Illinois. This will be a very special Christmas as Lowell will be getting here soon and then we’ll head to 

Cincinnati to be with both our children, their spouses and all 4 grandchildren and my Mom - what a blessing! 

   Thank you for your gift of $197 so this ministry can continue and people will learn the true meaning of 

Christmas. 

   January 17
th

 we hope to return to Africa with my Mom 

   Blessings and Merry Christmas,  Lowell & Claudia Wertz 

 

Dear Friends, 

   On behalf of Franklin Graham and all of us at Samaritan’s Purse, thank you for your recent gift to support 

hungry children that are in need around the world. We are honored that you have chosen to bless others through 

this ministry and delighted to hear how you raised money for three months. 

   Sincerely,  Amber Cardwell, Donor Ministries 

 

Dear Friends, 

   I have appreciated your taking time to keep me informed through the newsletters.  

   I especially miss my choir. When my mobility improves, I’ll be back! (God bless my Presbyterian friends who 

have accepted us). 

   With love, Peggy Rohn 

 

Dear Friends, 

   Remembering you is one of the spcial joys of the season. Thank you for all your cards and prayers. I’m 

healing well and getting stronger.  

   Merry Christmas everyone! 

 Marvin & Barbara Hewuse 

 

Dear Friends at Peace UMC, 

   We are so thankful for your faithful and generous support in 2017 and the many years. Thank you for your 

passion to reach the world for Christ, both locally and to the ends of the earth! Have a blessed Christmas, full of 

joy and peace. 

 Phil & Kris Nelson 

 

Dear Peace Friends, 

   Merry Christmas to all from Peace United Methodist Church. Thank you to all the carolers that came to my 

home on the 16
th

. It really made my day! Thanks for the plant too. 

   Blessings to all, Evelyn Gald 

 

   Phoebe, the Choir cat, checking in.  

   Well she did to me what she does to Alphonse. Not much room - so, I will remind everyone of the 

deadline for the February issue of Peace to You. It will be Monday, January 15
th

, at noon. Keep 

Warm. See you in February! This is Phoebe checking out. 



MISSION NEWS 
   Starting in 2018 our mission focus will be different. At our last Mission meeting it was decided to not have a 

monthly mission focus but to list all of the missions we will be supporting this year. Each month we will tell a 

little bit about what is happening with our missionaries. 

   Our missions for 2018 are:  

Phil & Kris Nelson with Mission Aviation Fellowship based in Nampa, Idaho 

Lowell & Claudia Wertz with Joy in the Harvest based in Tanzania, Africa 

Jason & Deb Shirek with In HIM Ministries based in Botswana, Africa 

Disabled Vets of Richland County – a local ministry 

Lydia’s House Ministries – a local ministry 

Christmas Child Shoe boxes – for our October mission 

 

Children’s Missions Ministry 

  Our children will be giving towards the City of Refuge, the orphanage in Honduras, for the entire year. For 

January – March the children are collecting money to help with the purchase of art supplies for implementing 

creative therapeutic strategies and interventions with the kids, ranging in ages from two through eighteen. Some 

of the items that their money will go for are watercolors, pastels, colored pencils, markers, sketch books, and 

modeling clay.  

 

Phil & Kris Nelson 

   Phil is busy working as a Maintenance Instructor in the Training Department at MAF’s headquarters. He 

shares, “I have always enjoyed doing maintenance. During our last two terms I had the privilege of training and 

mentoring several MAF staff as mechanics”. Phil grew up in Michigan. 

   Kris works as an educational therapist. She finds great satisfaction in helping children that have a variety of 

educational needs to become more successful. She is also involved at church, working with youth and leading 

Bible studies and is still active in mentoring several young Indonesian women via Facebook. Kris grew up in 

Richland Center. 

 

Lowell & Claudia Wertz 

   Lowell and Claudia have been missionaries in Africa since 1980. Lowell is an ordained United Methodist 

minister with a heart for evangelism. Claudia has many years’ experience working with African women and 

running a guest house facility. They live in Tanzania (East Africa) and have an exciting ministry helping the 

poor, assisting refugees, providing vocational and apprenticeship training, evangelism, church construction, and 

also women and youth ministries. 

 

Jason & Deb Shirek 

   Jason and Deb have been missionaries serving in Botswana for 9 years. Their Christian mission is IN HIM 

(International Hope in Missions). Jason, originally from Stevens Point, is an ordained pastor and has had 

nurse’s training. He worked in the nursing home in Elroy before going into mission work. 

   Deb, from Richland Center, has a B.S. degree in Education, qualified in teaching both German and French, 

plus is an ordained pastor. She taught in middle school and high school for 4 years before going into mission 

work. 

   Jason spends much of his time mentoring and working one on one with the Setswana people, as well as 

medically treating people. Deb also mentors one on one as well as Bible studies, besides homeschooling their 

children. Both of them lead Bible studies and preach in the Illegal Immigrant Prison. They also house many 

people from time to time and long term some of the time, a house of refuge. 

  

Disabled Vets of Richland County     

   We will be supporting disabled veterans to help in the cost of transporting them to doctors and hospital 

appointments. Those who use this very valuable service are not asked to contribute towards this service. It costs 

approximately $30 to take a person to and bring them back home safely from these visits, which includes a meal 

for the driver. 

   It seems like a good way to say “Thank you” to our retired veterans that put their lives on the line to keep us 

safe here at home. 

 



Lydia’s House Ministries was established by the churches in Richland Center area and now operates as an 

independent corporation with an IRS 501(3)(C) status and operates the following ministries. 

Lydia’s House Shelter: A 15 day shelter for homeless people in emergency circumstances that provides 

shelter, food, spiritual care, and assistance with housing and employment. 

 

A Child’s Place: A 90 day shelter for homeless people with children providing shelter, food, spiritual care, and 

professional assistance and training for families to become independent in housing and food. 

 

A Family’s Place: A 2 year housing transition program for homeless families that are trained in finances, 

education, family care, employment, and other areas that will help people break the cycle of homelessness. 

 

The Youth and Family Initiative: A professional advisor works with children and families in the Richland 

Middle School to help people apply the principles of Christ in their lives and families. 

 

   These ministries help hundreds of people each year with no government funding. The entire budget of Lydia’s 

House Ministries comes from the donations of caring people with the love of Jesus extended to those in need. 

 

Greetings from Finland! 

   A lot of changes have happened in my life recently. Most notably, Petri and I got married on 

September 23. We had a meaningful and lovely wedding service in Finnish and English in 

Petri’s home church of Temppeliaukion kirkko in Helsinki. We then had a ten-day honeymoon 

trip to Lapland, where we stayed in a cabin in the woods, saw the northern lights, visited a few 

museums, and of course met Santa Claus at his home on the Arctic Circle. 

   Now Petri and I are back home in Helsinki. In the past couple months we have been 

especially busy setting up our apartment and filling our immigration related papers for my 

move to Finland. In the coming months, I plan to work on my M.A. thesis on the Bolgo language while Petri 

continues working on his doctoral dissertation. I also am looking into options for Finnish language courses, 

which I hope to begin early next year.  You can continue to pray for my transition to life in Finland and for our 

transition to life as a married couple, and that these coming months would be fruitful for us. 

   This is my final newsletter. Thank you again for your faithful financial and prayerful partnership over the past 

years. It has been such an encouragement to me that so many people have been reading my newsletters and 

praying for me. Thank you for going on this journey with me! 

 Katie Tikka 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 MISSIONS REPORT 

    Mission                                       Goal         November                 Total             
Phil & Kris Nelson       2,000.00    $   30.00  $933.80 

Lowell & Claudia Wertz      1,750.00         35.00    993.80 

Deb & Jason Shirek       1,750.00         25.00            1,851.81 

Katie Bray        1,000.00                      -0-                 345.00 

Honduras Project                     500.00          22.22    127.22     

Passages           700.00            -0-+                 325.00   

UMCOR           700.00           -0-     718.00 

Food Pantry                      700.00           -0-     401.00   

Lydia’s House Ministries         700.00           -0-              1,157.00     

Shoe Boxes           500.00          30.00        506.00                 

Disabled Vets           700.00        250.00    440.00             

Missions            300.00    310.00 

Children’s Missions            12.00      12.00    

4
th

 Sunday Offerings            61.00            3,112.01    

4
th

 Sunday school Offerings             5.00       10.00       

Children’s Missions (Jan.–March)         569.90    

TOTALS                                                    $ 770.22         $11,812.54 

 


