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   Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, greetings in the name of Jesus Christ, our LORD and Savior. As I write 

this, it is a cool, crisp October morning. The leaves are bright and pumpkins are everywhere. I sure love the fall, 

but I can’t believe it’s almost November already and that it’s been just over a year, already, since I and my 

family arrived in Richland Center. In the past year I have gotten to know many of you well and have made 

strong connections. Others of you, however, I have only met once or twice, and some of you maybe not at all. 

This grieves me. A pastor friend of mine, who has many years of experience, once said to me that the most 

important thing you can do in the first year of a new pastorate, is get to know your congregation. I admit that I 

have not done very well at that, and I am sorry. I ask that you extend to me some grace, just as God’s grace is 

extended to each and every one of us.  

   The pastor’s life is quite full of many competing interests and obligations. Having responsibility of two 

congregations while being a father of two small children, one with autism, can be challenging at times. (To get 

an understanding of how stressful a pastor’s life can be at times, please read an article by Thom Rainer at this 

website: thomrainer.com/2012/05/a_day_in_the_life_of_a_pastor/). However, this is no excuse for letting 

visitation and pastoral care fall to the wayside in the ministry of the church. This is a key part of the role of 

pastor.  

   We have a small but dedicated group of women who help me by making visits to sick, elderly and homebound 

members of our congregation. Thank you, Sandy, Linda, and Rosie, for all you do; I have thanked God for them 

many times. This group is led by Tricia Holley, who attends worship at Peace church and also leads the 

Tuesday morning study group at Trinity church. Unfortunately, our visitation team has had a few setbacks this 

year with illnesses, of members or member's families, and efforts to recruit others into this ministry have been 

fruitless thus far. This ministry is an important priority for the church leadership and for the congregation.  

   Therefore, to put emphasis on this priority, and to help me fulfill this part of my ministry, the SPRC is happy 

to announce that we are recognizing and affirming Tricia’s ministry by conferring her with the title of “Minister 

of Pastoral Care.” We have a very capable and well-trained leader in Tricia Holley. She is theologically trained, 

more so than many pastors in our state, having a Master of Divinity degree, from Dubuque Theological 

seminary, with a focus in pastoral care.  She works as a spiritual care provider (chaplain) for SSM Health at 

Home-Hospice. She is a very capable, well organized, and Spirit filled woman who God has called into 

ministry, and we recognize and validate her calling by bestowing upon her this title. 

   You might be thinking that this is an effort to merely take responsibility off myself for doing visitation; Not 

So! As I said above, visitation is a key part of my responsibilities as pastor, and I do not intend to shirk that 

responsibility. Tricia will assist me by helping prioritize visitation needs, recruiting folks to serve in the 

visitation ministry, training volunteers for this ministry and coordinating the visitation team’s efforts. She and 

the visitation team will continue to visit folks and care for them, thereby taking some pressure off of me to see 

everyone so often. In this way, I can be sure to see the folks I must see in a timely manner. It is important to 

remember that it is the responsibility of the whole congregation, not just the pastor, to care for members of the 

congregation. In Exodus 18:13-26, we read of how Jethro advised Moses to appoint helpers in fulfilling his 

responsibilities as leader and judge of the people of Israel. By doing this he was “able to stand the strain,” and 

all the people were satisfied. We read in Luke 10 of how Jesus sends out the 72 disciples, two by two, to do the 

work of the Lord. Jesus says here that “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 

harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” Brothers and sisters, the work of the church is 

much too great for one man, therefore I am grateful that the leadership of the church has seen fit to appoint 

Tricia in her role. I would also encourage you to attend the training and information session we will be having 

on Nov. 9
th

 for the visitation ministry. The need is great, but the workers are few. [Below] you will find a 



picture of Tricia. When you see her, take a moment to thank her for her willingness to serve our 

congregations in this way and to get to know her better. God bless you all and see you soon.      

 Rev. Wiley Gladney 

 

 

VAN DRIVERS 
11-05 Paul Knower 

11-12 Joan Wheeler 

11-19 Rick Jones 

   11-26   Mona Clarke 

 

 

SOUND SYSTEM OPERATORS 
11-05 Isaac Boomfield 

11-12 Jason McNeely 

 11-19 Paul Knower 

 11-26 Dave Turk 

 

FINANCIAL NEWS 
Attendance 

10-01  68 

 10-08   84                      

 10-15   67 

          
 

GENERAL FUND – SEPTEMBER 
       $  1,498.99 - 2016 Ending Balance 

        110,918.56 – Jan. – Sept. Revenues   

       -107,466.66 – Jan. – Sept. Expenses                          

       $   4,950.89 – Balance as of 9-30-2017 
 

HOSPITALITY COORDINATORS 
  11-05     Maureen Kelsey & Sharon Zales 

11-12   Jr. & Beverly Harper 

11-19   Paul & Jean McManaway 

  11-26     Mona Clarke & Judy Shadewald 
 

CROWN 
   A crown, of course, symbolizes royal 

authority. As a Christian symbol it 

represents both Chris as King of kings 

(Revelation 17:14, for example) and the 

eternal life promised to Christ’s followers: “Be  

 

 

faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of 

life” (Revelation 2:10, ESV). 

 

AUTUMN WARDROBE 

   The leaves fall, the wind blows and the farm 

country slowly changes from the summer cottons 

into its winter wools. 

                                                                      --Henry Beston 
 

MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

1. Praise & Prayer Service is held every 2
nd

 

Sunday at 7:00 p.m. with various churches 

taking part in this ministry. We will meet on 

November 12
th

 at 7:00 p.m. at Grand View 

Family Worship, 22839 Grand View Lane (by 

the high school). 

2. The Food Pantry is looking for more food 

donations. We have a donation box in Peace 

Plaza by the chairs for you to place your non-

perishable contributions in. Our main 

collection Sunday is the first of every month 

but will welcome donations at any time. 

3. S.O.U.L. Kitchen is once a month at Church of 

the Nazarene Outreach Center. Wednesday, 

November 15
th

 will be the next S.O.U.L. 

Kitchen at 5:00 p.m. 

 

4. The Food Pantry is open every Wednesday 

afternoon from 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. 

 

5. Youth Group will meet at Peace on Sundays, 

November 5
th

 and 19
th

 at 7:00 p.m. 

 



GIVING: NOT ONE MEMBER, BUT MANY 
   For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 

body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or 

free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of 

many. (1 Corinthians 12:12-14)  

   A division of labor marks our occupations and social institutions in modern society: people perform highly 

specialized, but reciprocal and interdependent activities. This results both in greater benefits for the whole and 

greater dependence of individuals on one another.  

   Paul the Apostle recognized both this benefit and this interdependence among the followers of Christ. He 

likened us Christians to body parts. We form a whole Paul calls the Body of Christ, and we are interdependent, 

“The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you.’” Stewardship is like that. Our gifts work together for 

the good.  

Arthur Tappan Pierson summarized the lesson of 1 Corinthians 12:  

 

 all should be humble.  

 

 

 

Body’s health, therefore none can be dispensed with.  

 

 

Stewardship strives to maximize the impact of our collective gifts.  

                                                                                                 Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation  

Visit the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at 

www.wumf.org or Facebook/wumf.org 

Or call 1-888-903-9863 

 

INVITE YOUR CONGREGATION TO MAKE 

AN IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER GIFT 
   If you are 70½ or older and have a Traditional or Roth IRA you may give up to $100,000 to a charitable 

organization without being subject to income tax on the distribution. In addition, the gift satisfies all or in parts 

the annual Required Minimum Distribution from the IRA.  

   We encourage you to consider an IRA Charitable Rollover gift to your local church or any United 

Methodist ministry of your choosing. You may make a direct charitable gift to fund your church’s operating 

budget, fund a special project or establish a permanent endowment fund to benefit your church in perpetuity.  

   It is wise to consult your IRA custodian or financial planner to assist you. The Wisconsin United Methodist 

Foundation is available to assist you, as well. Please call toll-free at 1-888-903-9863 or email the Foundation at 

wumf@wumf.org.  

   Either way, you will need to know the federal tax ID number for your church or the charities you wish to 

benefit. You can call your church Treasurer for the tax ID.  

   The Foundation will provide you with a letter template to send to your IRA Custodian and ask them to make a 

direct transfer of funds from your IRA to your local church or favorite charity. Be sure that the check is made 

payable to the church or charity, even if it is mailed to you. Otherwise, the tax benefit may not apply.  

   If you have questions or would like a copy of the letter template, please contact:  
Jim Wells, Director of Stewardship & Capital Campaigns, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation at 608-837-

9582 or jwells@wumf.org. 
 

 

 

 



MISSION EMPHASIS FOR NOVEMBER 

DISABLED VETS 
   Our focus for November is Disabled Vets of Richland County. 

   The program is low or out of funds to help Veterans and Wounded Worriers get to their appointments at 

hospitals and clinics. Did you know it takes approximately $30 per trip to drive a Vet to his/her appointment? 

The driver waits for them to be finished with the appointment and then drives them back home. They almost 

always have to bring their lunch or purchase their lunch while on the road. It’s a really important service that 

our volunteers do for those men and women who gave so much to keep our country free. 

   So let’s help out our Veterans with this very much needed ministry. Please make sure to read the Thank You 

letter we received from the Richland County Veterans Service office. 

 

Dr. Chris Hena 

Healthy Women, Healthy Liberia 

   Editor’s note: After Chris received her newsletter, she sent back the following. 

   Great hearing from you! We are doing ok. Work at the clinic is going well. 

   We are still in the rainy season. Needless-to-say, we have had more rain this year that flooded many homes 

and caused more damage to several communities. I pray that the rain will soon be over. It’s been a long six 

months. 

   Thanks for the newsletter. I will read it tomorrow when I’m able to download it. 

   Please greet all for me. 

 In Him, 

 Chris Hena 

 

Lowell & Claudia Wertz 

Joy in the Harvest 

Tanzania, Africa 

   Lowell and I want to include this personal thank you note with our newsletter. 

  Your recent gift of $376.80 is a blessing and we want you to know how very much it is appreciated. Thank 

you for trusting us with your missions giving. 

   There are many wonderful things happening here through the ministry of Radio JOY, the Computer School, 

the “Friday People Program”, ministry to the refugees, and the feeding center. People’s lives are being changed 

and you are helping bring the love of Christ to the people of Tanzania. 

 Blessings, 

 Lowell & Claudia 

 

Deb & Jason Shirek 

In HIM Ministries 

Botswana, Africa 

  Deb and Maggie arrived in Lobatse the last week of September to begin staying at the house of the Shores 

family. They flew to American on October 3
rd

 and their 6 year-old daughter, Praise, will spend the next 3 ½ 

months under our care. We are helping where needed to keep their ministry going and expand the reach. They 

have left a great group of locals doing the work and we are here to support them. 

   Jason, Hattie and Jireh came to Lobatse 2 weeks after the others. They remained in Francistown to do a few 

more trips to the Dukwi Refugee Camp. They were busy hosting refugees who traveled to town to do shopping 

a few times, taking goods and food into the camp, and giving medical care to refugees inside the camp. Hattie 

commented that they seem much happier in the cap than they did in prison but they are still behind walls and 

not quite free. 

   It is amazing how we have just passed another Independence Day here in Botswana and how that means we 

are that much closer to the permit renewal process. We have until mid-January left on our current permits and 

are in the process of getting our renewals. We spent a day just last week in Gaborone at the US Embassy getting 



new passports sorted for all the kids. We have been deciding where to apply and what to do differently from last 

time and as it turns out... we will stick with the old process. 

   All of this was done on our own accord (no approvals and permits sought so as to forego the possibility of 

being denied access to the refugees). Jason usually goes with a South African pastor friend (and sometimes the 

kids) and one of the  times they went to the camp, the refugees warned them that the DIS (Botswana 

Government Intelligence Agency) were inside and hid them until they could be ushered out in secret. Both 

Jason and our friend (and likely still are being) monitored by the DIS.  Our friend was even detained and 

questioned about things that had been discussed in private at our homes. He is currently under investigation 

with the possibility of his permits being revoked and being kicked out of the country. The Head of Security at 

the US Embassy confirmed for us the length to which this agency of the Botswana Government can reach. We 

are focusing solely on caring for, loving, and being a physical extension of Christ for these refugees; without 

any political agendas, but unfortunately the government doesn’t necessarily see things the same way as we do. 

We have even been approached by human rights lawyers and the media but we declined to say anything on the 

record. Pray for safety in this area of ministry and that it won’t have a negative impact on our Permit Renewal 

Process. 

 In HIM, 

Jason and Deb  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 MISSIONS REPORT 

    Mission                                       Goal         September                 Total             
Phil & Kris Nelson       2,000.00    $   25.00  $746.80 

Lowell & Claudia Wertz      1,750.00         25.00    786.80 

Deb & Jason Shirek       1,750.00         50.00            1,826.81 

Katie Bray        1,000.00                      -0-                 345.00 

Honduras Project                     500.00           -0-    105.00     

Passages           700.00            -0-+                 325.00   

UMCOR           700.00           -0-     718.00 

Food Pantry                      700.00           -0-     381.00   

Lydia’s House Ministries         700.00       397.00               1,132.00     

Shoe Boxes           500.00           -0-        126.00                 

Disabled Vets           700.00           -0-    150.00             

Missions               -0-    110.00 

Children’s Missions            56.67    204.79    

4
th

 Sunday Offerings            36.00            3,124.01    

4
th

 Sunday school Offerings             5.00       10.00       

Children’s Missions (Jan.–March)         336.95    

TOTALS                                                    $ 594.67         $10,428.16 

 

MISSIONS BREAKDOWN FOR JULY-SEPTEMBER 
   The Missions Committee met in early October to distribute the funds that collect in Fourth 

Sunday loose and Fourth Sunday - Sunday School as well as what is collected in Missions. 

That amounted to $244.01 which we divided in half to make $122.00 for the Nelson’s and 

$122.00 for the Wertz’s. 

   Phil & Kris Nelson are now up to $868.80 

   Lowell & Claudia Wertz are now up to $908.80 

   We didn’t give any more to Jason & Deb Shirek as they have met their goal for this year. 

   We also met our goal for Lydia’s House Ministries and UMCOR as well. 

   The Missions Committee wishes to thank all who have given so far to the Missions 

Ministry at Peace. 



Dear Peace United Methodist Church, 

   I would whole heartedly like to THANK YOU for your generous donation to our Richland 

County Transportation fund! We were completely out of funds and your timing could not have 

been more perfect. 

   Hopefully your donation will help us make it to the end of the calendar year. Our Transportation program is 

for Veterans who live in Richland County to get them to VA appointments in Madison if they are unable to 

drive for any reason. You have made a direct impact on our local Veterans lives! 

   Thank you again for much and Bless You?! 

 Keren Knock-Lucas, Richland county Veterans Service officer. 

Editor’s note: When the Mission Committee met in September, we decided to send the $150.00 that had been 

collected so far in 2017 to them immediately. Connie Dunn delivered the check to them personally. 

 

Dear Peace UMC, 

   A big THANK YOU to all who helped with the van being in the parade. 

   We certainly have high hope for a better next year. 

    Mona Clarke, Van Coordinator 

 

   Hello everyone. Phoebe here. It’s just cute little me dressed in blue holding down the fort for the missing 

Church mouse. I’m kind of lonely here, but do like it when Alphonse’s friends come by to play. 

They see me and run and hide. I have tried to tell them that I won’t eat them. I just want to play. For 

some reason they don’t believe me. 

   Oh well. Things have quieted down quite a bit since the Church Charge Conference is done. I heard 

it was a good night but that Joan is so happy another year is past. Yes, both she and Pastor were busy 

getting reports done and submitted, but it looked fun to me. All that paper flying around. Oh wait, 

that was Pastor Jan who was tossing the paper around when she was here working on her reports. She came here 

looking for help from Joan when her computer wasn’t working quite right. Pastor Wiley also helped her with 

some of the questions that she had. If you want a booklet from the Charge Conference, there are some in both 

foyers. Please take a copy.  

   Let’s see, I have to look at my list. Oh yes, the deadline for the December issue of Peace To You will be 

Monday, November 20
th

, at noon. Please make sure all articles are to the office either by that date or before as 

that week will be a short week. Joan and I (yes, she’s taking me to Wautoma with her) will be gone on the 23
rd

 

and 24
th

. I heard tell they are going to celebrate Joan’s birthday then too. Now, I ask you. “What’s a birthday?” 

I’ll have to look that one up. 

   Make sure you are here on the 19
th

, when everyone starts decorating the church for Christmas. They will start 

right after the Worship service and finish with a potluck afterwards. I saw how much fun everyone had last 

year. Perhaps, I’ll help this year. Those Christmas ornaments could be fun to chase. Hmm. You know cats are 

very inquisitive, don’t you? 

   I must tell you I had fun just before Halloween. Joan took me home for a weekend so I could get to know her 

two roommates (Mike and Mack). I never saw two better bookends of black cats than those two. I kept getting 

them mixed up until I found out that you can tell who Mack is by the yarn on her collar. I had a good time 

including chasing the ball of yarn around the house, until we were caught. Not pretty. However, yellow and blue 

yarn all over the house looked really pretty to us. Just wasn’t pleased we were banished to the office so Joan 

could pick up all the yarn off the floor, kitchen chair legs and table legs. Oh, not to mention under the bed too. 

   Well enough of that. I think I will leave for now and go see if I can find a soft spot on Pastor’s desk to take a 

nap. See you around. Happy Thanksgiving everyone. Until next month, unless Alphonse comes back. 

 

   It’s that time of year again. We will turn our clocks back one hour on Saturday night 

November 4
th

, before you go to bed. If you don’t remember and you come for church expecting 

to go into the worship service, you’ll be here in time for Sunday school. There’s nothing wrong 

with that either.  

   Another nice idea is we get an extra hour’s worth of sleep as well. 

 



HANGING OF THE GREENS 
   As the weather cools and the leaves turn color, it is time to think about …Christmas 

tree decorating!!!  We would like to try something a bit different this year as we 

s..l..o..w..l..y turn our thoughts to the Christmas season!  We invite you to join us in 

decorating the Peace UMC Christmas tree, which will be placed in the Sanctuary, as usual.  This year, we will 

decorate the tree and add any other decorations around the church as needed, and then we will enjoy a delicious 

potluck lunch!  (We knew better than to eat first and then try to decorate—too much good food makes it hard to 

work!) 

   Please help make our tree even more spectacular by bringing in an ornament that is special to your children 

and/or family.  We would love for you to place it on the tree yourself, but if you are unable to be present or 

don’t climb around as much as you used to, we are happy to hang it for you.  Please mark your ornament or the 

container you store it in with your name, if possible, so that all ornaments can be returned to their owners after 

Christmas. 

   All of this food, fun, and fellowship will take place on Sunday, November 19, right after church.  Please 

contact Bev Harper at 383-1051, Judy Shadewald at 647-3422, or Jennifer Hall at 536-3444, if you have any 

questions! 

 

 

THANK YOU, VETERANS! 
   On Veterans Day, we honor men and women who’ve served and sacrificed in one of 

America’s armed services. 

   On November 11, 1918, America and her allies signed a truce with German leaders, 

ending World War I. In 1918, President Wilson decided the United States should remember 

with gratitude the end of that war and honor military members by marking Armistice Day, or “truce” day. In 

1954, Congress changed the name to Veterans Day, honoring veterans of every era. 

   Veterans Day highlights our country’s quest for peace, justice and freedom throughout the world. Followers 

of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, pray for unity among all nations and for the day when “nations will not take up 

sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4, NIV). 

 

SNOW REMOVAL 
   The dreaded white stuff (snow) is starting to be mentioned more and more. Especially with the 

reports of how much snow has fallen in the mountains out west. We are asking people not to park 

in the church parking lot over night or before the parking lot has been plowed following a snow fall. 

Our snow plower will not come in and plow us out if there are vehicles in the lot. In case of lots of 

snow and the snow plow comes in while your vehicle is in the lot, the church will not be 

responsible for you getting plowed in or damage to your vehicle. 

   Please note, our church plower comes early in the morning, often before 8:30 a.m. 

 

 

Training Session 

On Thursday, November 9th, from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. at Peace. 

There will be a training session for our Visitation Ministry. Anyone interested in visiting our 

shut-ins in Nursing Homes, private homes or at the hospital is encouraged to attend this 

training session. 

There is no obligation on your part after this session if you feel this isn’t a right fit for you. 



THRIFT SHOP VOLUNTEERS 
   Doris Kanable is looking for some more good volunteers to staff the Thrift Shop at least one day a month. 

Since the new schedule isn’t out yet we don’t know how many days per month we will be needed. 

   The hours are 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. and 1:00 – 5:00 p.m. We are scheduled a year in advance and we post in 

the newsletter and bulletin when our next time to serve is. 

   Those who serve say it’s a lot of fun and they really enjoying talking with people. 

   Plus Doris calls the people who have volunteered for a particular day to remind them. 

   If you have any questions or want to volunteer, please call Doris at 647-3821. 
 

 

MORE THAN A WREATH AND CANDLES 
(Editor’s Note: Advent doesn’t officially start until Sunday, December 3

rd
, but we wanted to 

let you know what the Advent wreath and candles mean ahead of time). When the First 

Sunday of Advent comes around, we will place our advent wreath and candles in the altar 

area.) 

   The Advent wreath is a symbol of watchfulness and increasing joy as Christmas 

approaches. Lighting its candles is a common practice as the four Sundays leading to 

Christmas. 

   Different color combinations for the candles are used depending upon the church or denomination. Some 

churches use four blue candles around the wreath with one white candle in the center, while some use all white 

candles. Many denominations light purple candles on the first two Sundays, pink on the third, purple again on 

the fourth Sunday and a large white candle on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. 

   The wreath, the candles and the colors all have symbolic significance. Here are just a few of the many and 

various interpretations: 

1. The circular green wreath symbolizes the everlasting love of God, having no beginning or end. Green 

represents eternal life. 

 

2. The four candles represent the four weeks of Advent. One tradition says that each candle also represents 

one thousand years. They total 4,000 years – the time from Adam and Eve until the birth of Christ. 

 

3. Purple, in ancient times, was expensive and was considered the color of royalty and kings. On 

Christmas, Christ is proclaimed King of Kings. Purple also symbolizes humility and penitence. 

 

4. Blue is another color often used as a symbol of royalty. Some churches use blue candles to symbolize 

the night sky and the anticipation of the announcement of Christ’s birth. Blue also symbolizes the 

beginning of new creation as in the waters of Genesis 1. 

 

5. The first purple candle signifies Hope. 

 

6. The second purple candle stands for Peace. 

 

7. The pink candle of the third Sunday symbolizes Joy and signifies the halfway point of Advent. 

 

8. The final purple candle is for Love. 

 

9. The large white candle in the center is the Christ candle. Its light symbolizes Christ the Savior – “The 

light of the world.” 

 

10. The beauty and brightness from the glow of all five candles is a reminder that Christ’s life was the Light 

for all earth’s people. 

 


